UNIT INFORMATION
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UNIT NAME: USCG STATION SABINE PASS

MAILING ADDRESS:  U.S. POST OFFICE, FED-X, DHL, UPS 
                                        USCG STATION SABINE	
                                        7034 SOUTH FIRST ST		
                                        SABINE PASS, TX 77655		

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (409) 971-2194/5		FAX: (409) 971-9236

UNITS MISSIONS: PORT WATERWAY COASTAL SECURITY (PWCS), SEARCH & RESCUE AND MARITIME LAW ENFORCEMENT

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: COMMUNICATION WATCHSTANDER, CREWMAN, BOARDING TEAM MEMBER (BTM)

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: COMMUNICATION WATCHSTANDER, CREWMAN, ENGINEER, BOARDING TEAM MEMBER (BTM)

DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN: CURRENTLY THE STATION IS IN A 1 IN 3 (2 WEEKS OF PORT/STARBOARD, AND 1 WEEK OF DAYWORKING).

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: SABINE IS LOCATED IN A REMOTE LOCATION, MEMBERS SHOULD AVOID CHECKING IN AFTER HOURS AND DURING WEEKENDS. IF UNAVOIDABLE PERSONNEL SHALL CHECK IN WITH THE UNIT OFFICER OF THE DAY BETWEEN OF 0800-1500.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET) DUE TO HURRICANE IKE PERSONAL SPACE IS VERY LIMITED AT THIS TIME.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 	SUMMER: 95+F 		WINTER:  40-50F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #     XPO 409-971-2195 X 102

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: LAMAR UNIV., LAMAR STATE COLLEGE, CLEP TESTS AND ONLINE COURSES. YOU CAN CONTACT THE EDUCATION OFFICER AT MSU PORT ARTHUR OR SECTOR FIELD OFFICE GALVESTON TO INQUIRE ABOUT TUITION ASSISTANCE.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, MK, FS, SK, GM, ME

NAME OF NEAREST CITY & DISTANCE: PORT ARTHUR TX - 16 MILES, NEDERLAND 25 MILES, PORT NECHES-GROVES, 25-30 MILES, BRIDGE CITY 35 MILES, BEAUMONT, TX - 35 MILES, ORANGE 40-45 MILES.  MUCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA CAN BE FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING WEB-SITES: 
WWW.SOUTHEASTTEXAS.COM , HAS LISTINGS FOR AREA RENTALS AND JOB LISTINGS.
WWW.CO,JEFFERSON.TX.US , GIVES LOCAL INFORMATION FOR THE COUNTY 
WWW.JEFFERSONCONUTYTEXAS.US , OFFERS INFORMATION FOR THE ENTIRE COUNTY ABOUT SCHOOLS, WEATHER, CHURCHES AND LOCAL BUSINESSES

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: CG SFO GALVESTON 80 MILES, SECTOR HOUSTON/GALVESTON 90 MILES, FORT POLK LA, 200 MILES, LAKELAND AFB 400 MILES

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: CG EXCHANGE AT SECTOR HOUSTON/GALVESTON (SMALL) 90 MILES, CG EXCHANGE GALVESTON (SMALL) 80 MILES

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: VERY FEW IN THE SABINE AREA MOST ARE REPRESENTED IN THE PORT ARTHUR AND BEAUMONT AREA WHICH IS WITHIN 20 TO 25 MINUTE DRIVING DISTANCE FROM THE STATION.   BAPTIST, CATHLIC, LUTHERN, METHODIST, SEVERAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL CHURCHES AS WELL 

AREA OF UNIT’S RESPONSIBILITY: HIGH ISLAND TX. – FRESHWATER BAYOU, LA AND 30 MILES OFFSHORE AND 10 MILES NORTH OF I-10 ON THE SABINE RIVER AND NECHES RIVER.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: TROPICAL BLUE LONG WITH COMBINATION COVER.
IF SPONSOR IS NOT PRESENT, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR THE OFFICER OF THE DAY.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:
	STATION SABINE PASS IS LOCATED ALONG THE TX/LA BORDER.  THE UNIT IS ON 13 ACRES, PROVIDING DOCKING AND SUPPORT FACILITIES FOR AIDS TO NAVIGATION TEAM SABINE AND USCGC HERON (87’ WPB).  FACILITIES INCLUDE A WEIGHT ROOM. ALL MEMBERS LIVE ON THE ECONOMY.   UNIT MAINTAINS A MEMBERSHIP TO THE PORT ARTHUR YMCA FOR ADDITIONAL HEALTH FACILITIES. YMCA IS LOCATED APPROX. 20 MILES FROM THE UNIT.  UNIT HAS A VERY LARGE AOR (AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY) INCLUDING MORE THAN 150 MILES OF COASTLINE AND NUMEROUS INLAND LAKES AND RIVERS.  

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: YES. THE STATION HAS A GALLEY AND YOU ARE GIVEN BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR SUBSTANCE AT THE RATE OF $325.04 MONTHLY.
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: NO, THE UNIT ONLY HAS DUTY ROOMS AND ONE TRANSIT BERTHING ROOM.

COAST GUARD OR GOVERNMENT LEASED HOUSING: IS NOT AVAILABLE.  SHORT TERM BERTHING (BERTHING WILL BE AVAILABLE UPON COMPLETION OF THE NEW BUILDING IN FALL 2012)

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: ON THE ECOMONY

BAH RATE: E2, E3 AND E4 - $900 W/O DEPENDANTS

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: NO, THIS IS BECAUSE GOVERNMENT HOUSING IS NOT AVALIABLE.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: CHASE, WELLS FARGO, BANK OF AMERICA, USAA, CAPITAL ONE AND VARIOUS OTHER SMALL BANKS

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: TEXAS CREDIT UNION LEAGUE, MTC CREDIT UNION, SOUTHEAST TEXAS EMPLOYEE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, MOBIL OILE AND SEVERAL OTHERS.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: CENTRAL MALL LOCATED IN PORT ARTHUR AND A PARKDALE MALL LOCATED IN BEAUMONT. HOUSTON IS 90 MILES AWAY WITH SEVERAL VERY GOOD SHOPPING AREAS.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA $900-$1200 PER MONTH.
						

BAH RATE: E2, E3, AND E4 - $1146 WITH DEPENDANTS.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: NO

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:   N/A


WHERE DO MOST MEMBERS LIVE:  PORT NECHES, NEDERLAND, BEAUMONT, BRIDGE CITY, ORANGE AND PORT NECHES-GROVES.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: DR. GERSTENBERG, DR. PITTS AND DR. WILLIAMSON
					
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  TRI-CARE PRIME REMOTE.

IS  DENTAL AVAILABLE: YES THROUGH UNITED CONDORDA

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING:  IT IS SUGGESTED NOT TO TRAVEL WITH DEPENDENTS DUE TO THE REMOTE LOCATION OF STATION SABINE. THERE ARE SEVERAL MOTEL/HOTEL BUSSINESS IN THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE AREA HOWEVER, MOST STAY BOOKED DUE THE EXPANSION OF SEVERAL AREA FACILITIES.

WELCOME TO CG STA SABINE PASS.  WHEN I ARRIVED FROM CAPE MAY, I HAD MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT TO EXPECT FROM LIFE AT A SEARCH AND RESCUE STATION.  I AM GOING TO PUT SOME OF YOUR WORRIES AT EASE AND ANSWER SOME OF YOUR QUESTIONS.

	STATION SABINE IS LOCATED 2.5 MILES NORTH OF THE SOUTHEASTERN TIP OF TEXAS.  SABINE PASS IS VERY SMALL TOWN WITH A POPULATION OF ABOUT 500.  THE SHRIMPING INDUSTRY IS A LARGE PART OF THE ECONOMY IN THE SABINE AREA AS WELL AS THE OIL INDUSTRY.  ABOUT 20 MILES NORTH OF SABINE IS PORT ARTHUR, POPULATION 58,000.  PORT ARTHUR HAS A MALL, MANY RESTAURANTS AND TWO MOVIE THEATERS. ABOUT 40 MILES NORTH OF SABINE PASS IS THE CITY OF BEAUMONT, POPULATION 100,000.  YOU WILL FIND A LARGE MALL, MANY RESTAURANTS AND SEVERAL MOVIE THEATERS. THERE ARE SEVERAL NIGHTCLUBS IN THE PORT ARTHUR/BEAUMONT AREA. BETWEEN BEAUMONT AND PORT ARTHUR ARE A FEW OTHER SMALL TOWNS WHERE MANY FAMILIES HAVE CHOSEN TO LIVE. EVERY MEMBER AND THEIR FAMILIES HAVE A MEMBERSHIP TO THE YMCA. THE MAIN YMCA IS LOCATED IN PORT ARTHUR. BEAUMONT IS HOME TO LAMAR UNIVERSITY, WHICH OFFERS EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AS WELL AS MANY SPORTING EVENTS TO ATTEND.

	




WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT STATION SABINE, YOU WILL BE VERY BUSY GETTING QUALIFIED AT DIFFERENT POSITIONS. YOUR FIRST QUALIFICATION (QUAL) WILL BE WATCHSTANDER. YOU WILL BE TAUGHT HOW TO COMMUNICATE ON THE RADIO, HANDLE CASES AND ANSWER VARIOUS QUESTIONS OVER THE PHONE. THIS PROCESS WILL GO BY QUICKLY. YOU WILL BE PLACED INTO ONE OF THE THREE DUTY SECTIONS. OUR DUTY ROTATION HERE IS TWO DAYS ON AND TWO DAYS OFF WITH SLIDING WEEKENDS, AND A 4 DAY DAYWORK WEEK WITH SPORTS DAY EVERY FRIDAY. SPORTS DAY CONSISTS OF A GROUP RUN OR CIRCUIT TRAINING IN THE MORNING THEN A SPORT WILL BE SELECTED FOR THE AFTERNOON AFTER AN ALL HANDS STATION CLEAN UP. THIS MEANS YOU WILL BE OFF THREE OUT OF FOUR WEEKENDS AFTER YOU ARE QUALIFIED IN COMMUNICATIONS. YOU WILL THEN START YOUR BOAT CREW MEMBER QUALIFICATION.  STATION HASTWO 45’ RBM’S, ONE 41’ UTILITY BOATS (UTB), NINE  25' RBS DEFENDER CLASS S.A.F.E. BOATS, AND TWO 24' SHALLOW WATER RESPONSE BOATS. YOU WILL BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THESE BOATS THROUGHOGHT YOUR QUALIFICATION PROCESS. THE CREW WILL CONSTANTLY BE TRAINING YOU ON CREW MEMBER SKILLS. UNIT MEMBERS WILL BE PUSHING YOU TO ACCOMPLISH THIS QUALIFICATION IN 6 MONTHS OR LESS.

	ONCE YOU QUALIFY AS CREW MEMBER THINGS REALLY GET EXCITING.  YOUR NEXT QUALIFICATION WILL BE BOARDING TEAM MEMBER (BTM). THIS IS WHERE YOU WILL BE TRAINED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT TECHNIQUES, CARRYING A WEAPON AND SELF DEFENSE TACTICS. YOU WILL CONDUCT BOARDINGS ON RECREATIONAL BOATS, SHRIMP BOATS, TANKERS, AND FREIGHTERS. IF YOU ARE ASSIGNED AS A FIREMAN YOU WILL ALSO BE TRAINED AS A BOAT ENGINEER. YOU WILL BE TRAINED IN ALL MECHANICAL ASPECTS OF EACH BOAT.

	MOST PEOPLE FEEL IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO BE ASSIGNED TO A SMALL BOAT STATION, WHICH IT IS; HOWEVER THE WORKLOAD IS ALWAYS HEAVY.  AS A NON RATE, WE HELP MAINTAIN THE BOATS, THE STATION AND 13 ACRES ON WHICH THE STATION IS LOCATED.  BE PREPARED FOR MANY UNDERWAY (U/W) HOURS, MAINTAINCE ON UNITS ASSETS, NEW CONSTRUCTION, CARPENTRY, PLUMBING, PAINTING, ETC. 

	EVERYONE HERE IS TREATED WITH RESPECT AND IS ALWAYS WILLING TO HELP.  JUST REMEMBER OUR CORE VALUES OF HONOR, RESPECT AND DEVOTION TO DUTY.  THE STATION RESPONDS TO 100+ SAR CASES AND CONDUCTS 200+ LE BOARDINGS EVERY YEAR.

	WHEN THOSE STRESS AND WORK FILLED DAYS COME ALONG, ALWAYS KEEP IN MIND THE GRATIFICATION OF THE PEOPLE WE ASSIST IS WELL WORTH THE HARD WORK. 


SN DAYNA DORMAN
ASSIGNED TO CG STATION SABINE PASS 
FOR 1 YEAR




WELCOME TO STATION SABINE PASS AND CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR FIRST STATION. I KNOW YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE AREA AND WHAT WILL BE EXPECTED OF YOU AS A NON-RATE AT A STATION. 

	STATION SABINE IS LOCATED ON THE TEXAS AND LOUISIANA STATE LINE IN THE SMALL TOWN OF SABINE PASS WITH LIMITED RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES. PORT ARTHUR IS THE CLOSEST TOWN AND IS ABOUT 15 MILES NORTH. THE AREA IS OK, MOST TEXANS CONSIDER IT TO BE LOUISIANA SO DON’T LET IT BE YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION OF TEXAS IF YOU’VE NEVER BEEN. THERE ARE A FEW BEACHES AND LAKES WITH LOTS OF BAYOUS IN THE AREA IF YOU’RE INTO FISHING. IF YOU’RE AN OUTDOORSMAN AND LIKE TO HUNT THERE ARE SEVERAL PUBLIC HUNTING LANDS IN THE AREA. YOU ALSO GET YOUR HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE FREE IF A TEXAS RESIDENT! THE ONLY THING YOU HAVE TO BUY IS THE FEDERAL DUCK STAMP IF YOU WANT IT. THE CITY OF BEAUMONT IS NORTH OF PORT ARTHUR AND IS ABOUT A 20 MINUTE DRIVE. IT’S MORE OF AN UPSCALE PLACE TO LIVE. THERE IS A LARGER MALL AND SEVERAL MOVIES THEATERS IN THIS CITY. FOR THE NIGHT LIFE THERE IS CROCKET STREET WERE ALL THE BARS AND CLUBS ARE AT. BEAUMONT ALSO OPENS UP TO OTHERS INTERESTS AND HOBBIES YOU MAY HAVE.

AS A NON-RATE AT STATION SABINE YOU WILL BE GIVEN SIX MONTHS TO BE FULLY QUALIFIED AT STANDING WATCH WERE YOU WILL LEARN TO COMMUNICATE ON THE RADIOS; CREW MEMBER ON THE 41’UTILITY BOAT (UTB), 25’DEFENDER CLASS RESPONSE BOAT SMALL (RBS), AND 24’SPECIAL CLASS SHALLOW WATER (SPC-SW); BOARDING TEAM MEMBER WHERE YOU WILL BE TRAINED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT CARRYING A WEAPON AND SELF DEFENSE TECHNIQUES; AND IF YOU’RE A FIREMAN YOU HAVE THE OPTION OF GETTING ENGINEER QUALIFIED ON THE 41. AS A NON-RATE YOU WILL ALSO BE THE MESS COOK FOR THE SECTION YOU ARE PLACED IN. LIVING ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN THE PROCESS OF BEING CHANGED, BUT FOR NOW ALL PERSONNEL LIVE OFF BASE.  THE SUMMER OF 2010 THE STATION WILL BEGIN CONSTRUCTION ON A NEW STATION WITH A SQUARE FOOTAGE OF OVER 36,000. THAT WILL INCLUDE SINGLE MEMBER BERTHING. 

THERE ARE THREE SECTIONS AND THE DUTY ROTATION IS THE BEST YOU’LL EVER GET. WE STAND A ONE AND THREE, WHICH MEANS YOU HAVE A LONG WEEK WHICH IS 5 DAYS OF DUTY WITH WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY OFF, A SHORT WEEK WHERE YOU’RE ONLY ON DUTY WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY,  AND A DAY WORK WEEK WHERE IT’S MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 0630 TO 1500. SPORTS DAY ON FRIDAY.

CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN ON YOUR FIRST STATION AND HOPE TO SEE YOU REAL SOON!

FN ETHAN FRYAR
ASSIGNED CG STATION SABINE PASS
FOR 1.5 YEARS




