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DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:		21 November 2011   District 5	

UNIT NAME:				USCG Station Philadelphia
						USCG Station (SM) Salem

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:	“Members Name”
						US Coast Guard
Station Philadelphia
One Washington Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19147
WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGES: Available upon request by calling Station Philadelphia (215)271-4915 and providing your name and leave address. 

SPONSOR & WELCOME ABOARD INFO:  Sponsor and welcome aboard information is sent to Training Center Cape May’s public bulletin board via email.  Graduating recruits are assigned sponsors included in the email, along with all other contact information and telephone numbers.  When you call the Station, ask for the name of your assigned sponsor; if they are not available ask for the Senior Duty Officer.

PHONE:  (215) 271-4915		

FAX: (215) 271-4961

E-MAIL: Station Philadelphia does not have a general information e-mail account. Each member of the Coast Guard has a personal e-mail account. Upon reporting aboard you will be required to set up your own account with the Local Systems Manager, with the help of your assigned sponsor.
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UNIT MISSIONS:  Ports, Waterways and Coastal Security, Maritime Law Enforcement, Search and Rescue, Marine Environmental Protection, Recreational Boating Safety, Living Marine Resources Protection, and many more.


TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Upon reporting aboard, you will be assigned to the Deck Department. At this time your training will begin and with self-motivation and dedication you will easily accomplish the certifications required of a Non-Rated member. These certifications include 25’ Defender Class Crewman, 25’ Tactical Crewman and Boarding Team Member. A common phrase in the Coast Guard is “Train, Maintain and Operate”. 
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TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: As a Fireman or Fireman Apprentice, you will need to complete the same Certifications as the Deck Department Non-Rated Members 25’ Defender Class Crewman, Tactical 25’ crewmen and Boarding Team Member. You will also be tasked to complete maintenance on the 25’ Defender Class Boat and other Station equipment.

The main response platform for Station Philadelphia is the 25’ Defender B Class boat manufactured by SAFE Boat. Being highly maneuverable, and able to reach speeds of 46 knots, has made this boat ideal for most of the Coast Guard’s missions. As a valued crew member at Station Philadelphia, you will develop an in-depth knowledge of this boat as well as the area of responsibility for Station Philadelphia.


WHAT TYPE OF DUTY WILL I STAND:  During the Search and Rescue Season (May-October) Station Philadelphia operates a Station Small out of Salem, New Jersey.  This causes Station Philadelphia to revert to a Port and Starboard Duty rotation with sliding weekends. This means that you will stand two days of duty, have two days of Liberty and work every-other weekend.  The winter duty rotation begins at the closing of Station Small Salem and its rotation is dependent upon the qualification levels of personnel.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: Boatswains Mate, Machinery Technician and Maritime Enforcement Specialist. 

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?

While at Station Philadelphia you will become an expert in line handling, towing, navigation, personnel recovery operations, first aid and especially Teamwork. A Coast Guard Boarding Team is responsible for Enforcing Laws and Treaties, Protecting Living Marine Resources and Educating Recreational Boaters. Certification as a Boarding Team Member is usually accomplished in 6 months or less. Certification will require you to exhibit a high level of maturity, responsibility and judgment in carrying out these duties. Maintaining is a daily responsibility. Not only will you learn to use the equipment carried on board the 25 Defender Class Boat, you will learn how to perform preventive maintenance as well. We never know which piece of equipment will be reached for to save the life of a civilian or one of our own crewmen. Every piece of equipment we carry needs to be ready at all times. Through Training and Maintenance we will be able to Operate in a professional manner. We render assistance to hundreds of boaters each year, both directly through Search and Rescue operations and indirectly through boating education. 
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SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: You will initially check in with the Quarterdeck at Sector Delaware Bay and advise them that you are reporting to Station Philadelphia. It is recommended to report during regular working hours between 0700 and 1500 Monday through Friday, if this cannot be accomplished please contact the Senior Duty Officer to notify them.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Operational Dress Uniform (ODU’s) with steel toe work boots and Coast Guard ball caps.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: 
There are no optional uniform items authorized for wear aboard Station Philadelphia. 

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR MY BELONGINGS: Since there is no Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH) at Station Philadelphia, there is no storage space for your personal belongings. Each member is required to acquire adequate housing which is covered more in depth below.

WHO IS THE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REPRESENTATIVE: All Mutual Assistance requests are submitted through the unit Executive Petty Officer. The unit XPO can be reached at (215)-271-4843.


NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  The nearest military facility is Fort Dix, located in Fort Dix, New Jersey approximately 34 miles or one hour drive time from Station Philadelphia.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: There is a small exchange located onboard Sector Delaware Bay however Fort Dix is the nearest large exchange.  


UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Between November 1st and March 31st, the Uniform is Service Dress Blue Bravo. Between April 1st and October 31st the Uniform is Tropical Blue Long.

IF YOUR SPONSOR IS NOT AVAILIBLE, YOU SHOULD ASK FOR: Your sponsor will normally be in a duty rotation and therefore you may contact Station Philadelphia while they are on liberty, if this is the case request to speak with the Senior Duty Officer. This member will be able to answer most of your questions and will inform you when your sponsor will be on duty again. Make sure you leave your Name and Telephone number, especially if you are calling while on leave. The Senior Duty Officer will ensure that your sponsor is notified that you called, and will give any special instructions.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Because of the location and number of people residing in Philadelphia and her suburbs, most if not all religious denominations are available within close proximity to Station Philadelphia. 


AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 	
SUMMER:  70 degrees Fahrenheit 	
WINTER:  30 degrees Fahrenheit
Rainfall averages 42.05 inches per year

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  PHILADELPHIA
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“CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE”
Philadelphia, a dynamic place where big city excitement meets hometown charm, awaits your arrival. Famous as the birthplace of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, the cradle of liberty offers much more than cobblestone streets and historical landmarks. Cultural, culinary, artistic and ethnic treasures abound in this city and its surrounding countryside. The fifth-largest city in the country, Philadelphia is a welcoming place, a city based on freedom of expression.
New and one-of-a-kind attractions, a wealth of art and culture, renowned performing arts companies, awe-inspiring architecture, a walkable downtown, seemingly endless shopping (with no tax on clothes) and a restaurant renaissance that has caught the world's attention all promise to create an unforgettable Philadelphia experience.
And, of course, the greatest concentration of American history can be found just blocks away at Independence National Historical Park, including the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall.
Best of all, Philadelphia's compact downtown places all of this and so much more within a short walk or cab ride from the Pennsylvania Convention Center and any downtown hotel.
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN THE AREA: There are numerous colleges and universities located in Philadelphia and in the surrounding communities. The Educational Services Officer located onboard Sector Delaware Bay can provide cast knowledge in local education opportunities.  


WHAT CAN I DO WHILE ON LIBERTY? 
Philadelphia is full of museums. Many offer affordable admission prices for military members and families.  Being one of the country’s oldest cities, it has many historic sites that are visited by tourists as well as residents.  Philadelphia is a melting pot of diversity which makes this city a culinary delight.  Every good night that starts with a truly unique meal can only be topped by the clusters of bars and clubs which scatter the city streets. If that isn’t enough there is ample shops and malls throughout the area.  The Jersey Shore is just about an hour away and is reachable by train.  Atlantic City is another popular spot that needs no introduction and is only about an hour away. No matter what it is you like to do chance is you’ll find it here.  Welcome to Station Philadelphia.

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WITH/WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: The Sector Delaware Bay galley is open to members of the crew. 

ARE QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Station Philadelphia does not have any housing units.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Basic Allowance for Housing is received by all members. There are several privately leased homes and apartments in the Philadelphia area.  Unaccompanied personnel housing is available at Fort Dix.  Calling United Communities (609)-723-4290 will put you in contact with a leasing representative.  The housing is approximately $1521.00 a month with all utilities included.  This money is taken from your B.A.H and you are expected to pay the difference if any.
 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE COST OF A TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT:  The average cost of a single bedroom apartment is approximately $800.00 a month.  A two bedroom apartment is approximately $900.00.  These prices will change with the area and amenities associated with each apartment complex.

2011 B.A.H for Philadelphia
With Dependents 		Without  Dependents
E3 $1482.00			$1113.00
E4 $1482.00			$1113.00
E5 $1623.00			$1254.00
E6 $1917.00			$1437.00

WHO IS THE HOUSING OFFICER FOR STATION PHILADELPHIA? Mr. Waechter is Station Philadelphia’s Housing Officer and is located in Atlantic City. He can be reached at (609)677-2174

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW BEFORE RENTING OR LEASING A HOME: Whether you’re moving to a small town or a large city, like our own, you will have your good areas as well as your bad areas.  When choosing an area in which to live you need to consider that area’s crime rate.  Visit that area in the day as well as night. Be aware of security measures that are put in place such as gated communities or cameras on the premises.  These measures could lower your insurance as well as deter criminals.  Ask the police in that district what that area is like.  Ask fellow Shipmates for recommendation of places to live.  Also consider not only the distance you are from work but what traffic will be like in your perspective new apartment or house as well as possible tolls or fuel costs.  Philadelphia has many areas that should be avoided, but it also has many areas that are attractive and rewarding.  When renting be sure that your apartment complex will honor a military clause.  A military clause is an agreement that allows military members to get out of a lease early without penalty due to orders.





MILITARY CLAUSE ADDENDUM



IN THE EVENT the Tennant is or hereafter becomes, a member of the United States Armed Forces on the extended active duty and hereafter the Tenant receives permanent change of station orders to depart from the area where the Premises are located, or is relieved from active duty, retires or separates from the military, or is ordered military housing , or is deployed for more than 90 days, then in any of these events, the Tenant may terminate this lease upon giving (30) days written notice to the Landlord.  The Tenant shall also provide the Landlord a copy of the official orders or a letter signed by the tenant’s commanding officer, reflecting the change which warrants termination under this clause.  The Tenant will pay prorated rent for any days (he/she) occupies the dwelling past the first day of the month.


The damage/security deposit will promptly return to the tenant, provided there are no damages to the premises.





_________________ _____________
TENANT			DATE



________________ ______________
CO-TENANT			DATE



_________________ _____________
LANDLORD/AGENT	DATE
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