USCGC NORTHLAND (WMEC-904)

UNIT INFORMATION 
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Welcome to USCGC NORTHLAND (WMEC-904)
Updated: 12/16/2008 District 5
Personal Mailing Address:
(Your Name)


USCGC NORTHLAND (WMEC-904)


 4000 Coast Guard Blvd


Portsmouth, VA  23703-2199

Commercial Phone #:
(757) 483-8730

Fax: (757) 483-8735
Northland’s Official Web Page: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cutter/northland/index.htm
 

Unit’s Missions: National Security, Law enforcement, Search and Rescue, and Fisheries

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:

In-port - Security watch stander
Underway - Helm/lookout and Boatswain’s Mate of the Watch
Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:
Security watch stander In-port and Underway.
In-port Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN: 1 in 3 unqualified and 1 in 4 to 1 in 6 qualified, depending on the amount of qualified watch standers. In-port duty rotation is usually 1 in 5.
Underway Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN: 1 in 3 unqualified and 1 in 4 to 1 in 6 qualified, depending on the amount of qualified watch standers. In-port duty rotation is usually 1 in 5.
Special procedures for reporting after hours: Contact Ship’s OOD (757-483-8730)

If unit is underway, where to report: ISC Portsmouth, VA (757-686-4002/4062) http://www.uscg.mil/mlclant/iscportsmouth/
How much personal storage space: 12-15 cubic feet

Uniform normally worn during the workday: ODU

Average Temperature:
Summer- 95F


   Winter- 50F

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative:  LTJG Devin Pomranky @ 757-483-8730 (will be ENS Staley as of January 2009)
What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? 

Tidewater Community College:  http://www.tcc.edu/
Old Dominion University:  http://www.odu.edu/
Christopher Newport College:  http://www.cnu.edu/
Norfolk State University:  http://www.nsu.edu/
Name of nearest city and distance:  Norfolk, VA – 5 miles.                        

http://www.norfolk.gov/
Name of nearest military facilities:   There are several military bases in the area, however these are the most popular.

USCG TRACEN Yorktown:  http://www.uscg.mil/tcyorktown/index.shtm
Naval Station Norfolk:  http://www.navstanorva.navy.mil/
Norfolk Naval Shipyard:  http://www.nnsy1.navy.mil/
Naval Amphibious Base Little Creek:  http://www.nablc.navy.mil/
Langley AFB:  http://www.langley.af.mil/ 
Oceana Naval Air Station:  http://www.nasoceana.navy.mil/ 

Location of nearest exchange and commissary:  There is a Coast Guard Exchange located on-base.


Coast Guard Exchanges:  http://www.cg-exchange.com/
Navy Exchanges in Virginia:  https://www.nexnet.navy.mil/pls/nexstore/nx_show_state?p_state=VA
Little Creek Exchange:  http://www.nablc.navy.mil/navy_ex.htm
Little Creek Commissary:  http://www.nablc.navy.mil/commissary.htm
Norfolk Naval Shipyard:  https://www.nexnet.navy.mil/pls/nexstore/nx_display_facility?p_facility_no=028
Naval Station Norfolk:  http://www.navstanorva.navy.mil/exchange.htm
Uniform to report in: Service Dress Blue (Bravo’s), or Tropical Blue Long (Trops).  If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for the OOD.

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available?:  Yes.  On-board Northland.

Are quarters and/or barracks available:  Yes.  If you are single you will live on-board Northland until a barracks room is available.  If you are married you will receive BAH and live off base.  For other available housing options, see below website.  http://www.uscg.mil/mlclant/iscportsmouth/housing.htm
Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available?: Yes. If requested. 

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live?: Barracks or on-board NORTHLAND.  Single non-rates reporting aboard should expect to live onboard, as the waiting list for the barracks tends to be in excess of a few months.
Should member submit Housing application to housing office?:  Submit application to barracks.

Where do most people bank?: There are numerous banks in the area, including Towne Point Bank, Navy Federal Credit Union, Guardian Federal Credit Union (on base) and various others throughout the area. 
Is there a credit union in the area?: YES, on base.

Is there a mall in the area?: 
YES




MacArthur Center: http://www.shopmacarthur.com/ 

Chesapeake Square Mall www.chesapeake-square.com/ 
Greenbrier Mall www.greenbriermall.com/ 
Lynnhaven Mall www.lynnhavenmall.com/ 
The Town Center of Virginia Beach: http://www.towncenterofvirginiabeach.com/ 

Patrick Henry Mall : http://www.shoppatrickhenrymall.com/
MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area: $800-$1100 without utilities

BAH rate for a married E-2: $1242.00

E-3: $1242.00
Is leased housing available:  Yes

Is government owned housing available:  No.
What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment:  None
Housing office phone number: (757) 686-4080
Fax: (757) 686-4075

Where do most dependents live: Portsmouth, Suffolk, Chesapeake, Norfolk and Virginia Beach
Where do most dependents receive medical care: 

ISC Portsmouth clinic:  http://www.uscg.mil/mlclant/iscportsmouth/clinic.htm
Portsmouth Naval Hospital: http://www-nmcp.med.navy.mil/
What level of TRICARE is available in the area: PRIME 

Is DELTA Dental available?: Yes, United Concordia    

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard?: Yes 
Ratings present at the unit: BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, GM, HS, IT, MK, OS, SK and YN.   http://www.uscg.mil/hq/tcpet/tpf/ratingsinfo/RatingInfo.shtm
Religious denominations in the area: ALL


CGC NORTHLAND’s common destinations of deployments: Caribbean (to include CAYMAN ISLANDS, BRITISH AND U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS), Dominican Republic, Guantanamo Bay CUBA, Colombia, and the occasional New England visit.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Seaman’s perspective: As an E-2 or E-3 in the Deck department, you will have the opportunity to perform many different jobs.  While in-port, you will primarily perform maintenance on the ship.  This includes sanding, priming, painting, and cleaning all deck areas.  In addition to these jobs, while underway you will stand helm and lookout watches in addition to having the chance to qualify as Boatswain Mate of the Watch and boat crewmen. Additional jobs include in-port security watch stander, .50 cal gun operator, and the opportunity to learn positions such as Boat Deck in charge.  Generally, our patrols take us south to the Caribbean.  Some of our port calls have included Tortola, Grand Cayman, Jamaica, Aruba, Curacao, Bonaire, Columbia, Panama, Cuba, St. Martin, St. Thomas, Santo Domingo, and Puerto Rico.
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(ARUBA)

Fireman’s perspective: As an E-2 or E-3 in the Engineering department, you will have the opportunity to perform many different jobs and learn many different systems.  For example, you will take care of the air conditioners, refrigerators, diesel engines, generators, the ship’s small boats, and both fuel and water systems.  As a non-rate you will perform maintenance and repairs on all of those systems.  You will also be standing watch as a Security watch stander both in-port and underway.  Being a Fireman entails taking readings on machinery all over the ship and monitoring this equipment to ensure that it is properly working.  

Regional Information:  The area of Portsmouth has many features for entertainment during your liberty time.  These include dance clubs (for both 18+ and 21+), Busch Gardens, Virginia Beach, Colonial Williamsburg, and many other historical sites.  There are also many different malls in the area, which house a multitude of shops and department stores.  Many diverse concerts are held in this area, from country to rock.  Free concerts are often held on the various military installations in the area. With the large number of military facilities in the area, there are always events happening geared toward military members.   In general, this is a great area to live in, which offers many opportunities to fit all people’s needs.  The area has three major airports within 60 miles of base, which include Norfolk, Newport News, and Richmond (in order from closest to base to farthest away).
USCGC NORTHLAND Facts and History:

The USCGC NORTHLAND is the second cutter to carry that name and the fourth of the thirteen Famous Class cutters currently serving in the WMEC- 270' fleet. NORTHLAND is home ported in Portsmouth, Virginia. NORTHLAND's keel was laid in April 1981, launched in May 1982 and commissioned on August 31st, 1984. NORTHLAND was built by Tacoma Boatbuilding Company in Tacoma, Washington.

The first cutter NORTHLAND served in the U.S. Coast Guard from 1927-1946. She was designed to replace Cutter BEAR, the Revenue Cutter Service's most famous cutter of that era. She was used initially to enforce the laws and save lives in the Alaskan waters of the United States. At the outbreak of hostilities in Europe, she was moved east to patrol the waters off of Greenland. On September 1, 1944, she captured the crew and seized a German Naval trawler as the first American Naval capture of World War II. NORTHLAND went on to sink a submarine and capture or destroy German radio and weather stations around Greenland, earning two Battle Stars. 

The present USCGC NORTHLAND has many missions including Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Homeland Security, and Defense Operations. NORTHLAND's crew is comprised of officers and enlisted personnel with a large variety of different Coast Guard rates such as BM, MK, DC, EM, ET, OS, FS, HS, GM, SK, and YN. NORTHLAND's primary area of operation includes but is not limited to the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean Sea, and the Gulf of Mexico.
