USCG Station Valdez, Alaska
District 17

Updated:  20 August 2012	

Mailing address:	Officer in Charge
	USCG Station Valdez
                                       PO Box 2816
	235 Fidalgo St.
	Valdez, AK. 99686

Phone:	(907) 834-5350
Fax:	(907) 825-5360 

Missions:	Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Ports Waterways & Coastal Security

Unit Assets:	(1) 25’ Response Boat Small (RB-S), (1)34’ Utility Boat Medium (UTM), (2) 45’ Response Boat Medium (RB-M)
 
Typical job assignments for E-2’s  & E-3’s:
Typical assignments for E-2’s and E-3’s will include: Communications Watchstander, Boat Crewmember, Boarding Team Member, and Tactical Boat Crewmember.

Duty rotation:  The station is currently running a “two on-two off”, with sliding weekends. Rotation is dependent upon operations, personnel status and qualifications.

Procedures for reporting after hours:  
    Your sponsor or the duty boat crew will ensure you are met at the airport for further transportation to Station Valdez.

Personal storage space:  While you are assigned to the UPH housing, you will have limited storage space. Once you move out of UPH and onto the economy you will have no storage space other then your house or apartment.

Uniform normally worn:  ODU’s during work hours, Tropical Blue Long / Bravos while standing Communications Watchstander and appropriate PPE/Survival gear while underway.

Recommended items in addition to full sea bag:  Warm and waterproof shoes and/or boots, rugged rain gear, outdoor equipment (for your recreational activities), and insulated underwear (no cotton).

Average temperatures: 	Summer	Winter
			               53 F               20 F

Average daylight hours:	Summer	Winter
				    18 H.            5 ½ H.

Local Mutual Assistance Representative: 	GMC Ruble  (907) 835-7290

Further education available in the area:  Prince William Sound Community College

Ratings present at unit:  Boatswain Mate (BM), Machinery Technician (MK), Maritime Enforcement Specialist (ME)

Nearest cities and distance: 	Anchorage 305 miles
				  Fairbanks 364 miles
	Valdez is accessible by highway from both Anchorage and Fairbanks; both are approximately 5-7 hour drive weather dependent. 
	
Nearest military facility and distance:  Anchorage- Elmendorf AFB, Fort Richardson
						      Fairbanks- Eielson AFB, Fort Wainwright
					     Valdez- Satellite exchange by CG Housing
Large military exchanges are available at both locations with limited C.G. uniform items available.
					     
Religious denominations in area:  Several denominations are represented within the community. 

Area of responsibility:  The AOR for Station Valdez is over 5000 square miles. Extending North from the Port of Valdez, West to Whittier, East to Cordova and South to Hinchinbrook Island. Many deep fjords and bays are present as well as glaciers and islands.

Uniform to report in:  Report in Service Dress Blue uniform (Bravos) in Winter months or Tropical Blue Long in the Summer months.
**Contact your sponsor to verify uniform. 

If sponsor is not available, ask for:  Station OOD, Operations Petty Officer or unit Executive Petty Officer.

Additional Information:
Please contact one of  the above personnel upon receipt of your orders to Station Valdez. There is information we need to get from you while you are on leave and we will also make arrangements to meet you at the airport or ferry terminal as necessary. 
		Valdez is a town of approx. 4000 people. Located at the end of the Richardson Hwy, Valdez is the terminus of the Trans Alaska Pipeline system. This is due to the fact that Valdez is the northern most ice-free port in North America. The pipeline provides the U.S. with 25% of all domestic oil.
		Station Valdez officially became a station in Dec. 2005. Initially stood up as a boat detachment of the MSU in response to the Sept. 11 tragedy, we quickly established ourselves as a valuable resource to the local maritime community. We are the northernmost small boat station in the Coast Guard.
		Outdoor activities are the primary past time in Valdez; hiking, fishing, kayaking, hunting, snowboarding and snow machining are popular. Nightlife in Valdez is fairly limited. There are several local bars and restaurants in town. The drinking age in Alaska is 21. This law is strictly enforced.
You can drive to Valdez, take the Alaska Marine Hwy (ferry) or fly. The ferry has a regular schedule in the summer months; winter service is infrequent. Station personnel can be a good resource for travel question’s or suggestions.
		Upon arriving, you will be working with your sponsor on completing a unit check-in sheet and meeting your new shipmates. You will then be assigned a training instructor who will assist you in your qualification process. Crewmember and Boarding Team Member are the first of your qualification tasks; you will be required to apply yourself fully to achieve these qualifications in the allotted amount of time.

Members without dependents

Is messing available?  Yes, Station Valdez is equipped with a kitchen for the duty section and the MSU’s galley also provides 2 meals a day. 

Is quarters / barracks available?  YES, Contact your sponsor for specific details regarding this subject.

Local BAH rate: 	 E-2 – E-4 w/o dependants	$1263.00

E-5           w/o dependants	$1446.00

Is leased housing available for unaccompanied personnel?  No, There is no leased housing for single members in Valdez. 

Where is a single non-rate likely to live?  With a roommate or two in house or duplex. If you choose to live alone you will likely rent an apartment or room. 

Where do most people bank?  Wells Fargo and First National Bank of Alaska.

Is there a mall in the area? No. But there are shops and grocery stores in town.

Members with dependents

Average cost of two bedroom: 	With utilities		With-out utilities
					  $1000 - $1700	    $1000 - $1200

Local BAH rate: 	E-2 – E-4 w/ dependants	$1626.00

E-5          w/ dependants	$1713.00

Is leased housing available?    No.

Is government owned housing available?  Yes, however this is dependent on availability at the time of arrival.

Housing office:
Phone: POC CWO Lindsey (907) 835-5371

Dependents medical and dental care:  Dependants can make appointments to be seen at the local medical clinic.

Tri-care available:  Prime remote 

United Concordia (dental) available:  Yes

Schools available: 
  Elementary		       Middle		          High School
Herman Hutchens   	  George Gilson (7-8)       Valdez High (9-12)

Is it advisable to bring dependents along when reporting?  If you have dependants it is imperative that you contact your sponsor immediately upon receiving orders.  Valdez is a small town and housing opportunities are limited.  You may be required to reside in temporary lodging for a period of several weeks before permanent housing becomes available.  During the summer months the population triples and reservations for you and your dependants must be made early.

A junior member’s description of the area, job and other points of interest:
         
As a new member to the Coast Guard and Station Valdez, you will find this assignment to be an easy transition.  Although the members here are very knowledgeable, proficient and professional, you will find the command and crew to be welcoming and helpful.  The first few days of arrival will consist of checking in with the yeoman and general paperwork required for induction to the station.  During this first week, you can expect to be given an outline of your future training.  Start gathering information the second you walk through to door! The more one knows the more proficient you will be at your new position.  Any piece of information can and will be asked of you, so know your stuff.  All required knowledge is available, but be motivated to learn it and actively seek it out.  New comers are given two weeks to qualify for watch standing, and two months to pass the boat crew board. 
	On arrival to Valdez, you will be met at the airport and most likely taken to the station for check in or the temporary housing.  Housing is difficult to find in Valdez so establish contact with the local rental offices (Sound Realty) before you arrive.  Some members are unable to find housing for 2 months but if that’s the case, you will be provided with USCG accommodations during your search.  The crew plays team sports or weight trains three times a week; be prepared to exercise and have fun.  Valdez is a small town but hunting, fishing and outdoor activities are the norm so bring your outdoor toys.  Personally, this first assignment is proving ideal so best of luck and welcome aboard!          














WELCOME TO ALASKA!
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