UNIT INFORMATION SHEET FOR PERSONNEL SERVICES & SUPPORT UNIT KODIAK, ALASKA
                
Date Unit Information Sheet Last Updated:  August 11, 2011 District 17

Current Unit Update POC: CPO Russell Hazlett
Phone: (907) 487-5379 

Unit Name:  PSSU Kodiak
Address:       P.O. Box 195019
                     Kodiak, AK  99619 
                        
Commercial Phone Number: (800) 563-4252 / PSSU Kodiak Fax: (907) 487-5759 

Web Location:  http://www.kodiakmwr.com

E-mail: First Initial and Last Name of sponsor@uscg.mil 
(i.e. Joe.E.Coastie@uscg.mil)

Unit’s Mission: PSSU Kodiak is responsible for providing support to complete the various Coast Guard missions throughout the State of Alaska.  We provide services and facilities that assist tenant and visiting commands to successfully achieve their operational goals and commitments.

Typical SA/SN or FA/FN Job Assignment:  Non-Rates assigned to PSSU Kodiak can expect to work in the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Branch.  Non-Rates are typically rotated throughout the Branch working in the Boat House, Movie Theatre, Bowling Alley, Auto Hobby Shop and MWR Services.  

Typical Duty Watch Stander responsibility for E2/E3:  If you are assigned to the MWR Branch your work assignment is also your duty assignment as you can expect to work irregular hours (including weekends & holidays).  The workday normally ends no later than 2200.  

Special procedures for reporting after hours:  If reporting after the normal workday (0730-1600) you will need to check-in with the Military Police office located just inside the main gate.  This would also apply on weekends/holidays.  If reporting during the normal workday you need to check-in with the PSSU Kodiak Administration Office located in the building adjacent to the Flag Pole.  For additional questions, please contact your assigned sponsor or the Local DCMS Command Senior Chief, YNCS Rony Harden at (907) 487-5170 Ext. 186.  Every attempt will be made to greet you at the airport upon arrival, so frequent communication with your sponsor is critical.

Uniform to report in:  Member’s are expected to report in either Service Dress Blue (SDB) or Tropical Dress Blue Long.

Uniform of the Day for PSSU Kodiak:  After your initial reporting day, the uniform of the day is Operational Dress Uniform (ODU’s).

How Much Personal Storage Space Will I Have?:  Non-Rates are assigned to the PSSU Kodiak Barracks and can expect approximately 225 square feet of living space.  Each room is usually double occupancy and is fully furnished with bed, dresser, wardrobe, and computer table.  Most rooms are equipped with a refrigerator.  Non-Rates should be careful on shipping excess items to Kodiak, as storage can be very expensive and hard to locate.  

You are encouraged to ship items such as your television, DVD player, computer, stereo’s and the like.  You may also ship your personnel firearms but at no time are they allowed in the Barracks.  You are required to store your weapons in the armory located at Military Police.

Additional Uniform Items (Other than Seabag):  Non-Rates assigned to PSSU Kodiak have access to the Coast Guard Exchange.  Provided you have your sea bag compliment, no additional items should be required.  

Average Temperature: Summer:  50-70 degrees and Winter:  10-40 degrees

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative/Phone Number:  For Mutual Assistance questions, please contact the PSSU Kodiak Command Development Advisor at 907-487-5170 Ext. 171 or the PSSU Kodiak Admin office at 907-487-5170 Ext. 182.

What Opportunities Exist For Secondary Education:  PSSU Kodiak has an outstanding Education Center with a full-time Education Service’s Officer, located in the Main Barracks.  Numerous opportunities exist for those interested in pursuing their education.

For those interested in Traditional Secondary Education you may enroll in and complete course study through the Kodiak College (extended college of the University of Alaska Anchorage).

For Those Interested in Non-Traditional Secondary Education – There are a variety of opportunities available:  College Level Examination Program (CLEP); DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST); Excelsior College Examinations (ECE) just to name a few.

Ratings Present at PSSU Kodiak:  Non-Rates assigned to the PSSU Kodiak complex can expect an opportunity to see almost all rates “at work” around the Kodiak complex.

Name of Nearest City to PSSU Kodiak:  The city of Kodiak is located approximately eight miles off the Base.  The closest major city to the PSSU Kodiak complex is Anchorage, Alaska, located approximately 200 air miles from Kodiak.  

Name of nearest Military Facility and Distance:  Elmendorf Air Force Base is located in Anchorage, Alaska approximately 200 air miles from Kodiak.  However, the Rockmore-King Clinic located on the Coast Guard complex will serve as your primary health care facility. 

Location of nearest Exchange and Commissary:  PSSU Kodiak has both an Exchange and Commissary located on the property.  Also available on base and operated by MWR is a gym, indoor pool, bowling alley, auto hobby, all-hand sports club, movie theater, boat rental facility, and gear issue for rental of camping gear and other items.  MWR also operates a 9-hole golf course during the summer months.  Updated information on all MWR programs can be found at http://www.kodiakmwr.com

Religious denominations in the area:  The Star of the Sea Chapel is located on base and provides both Catholic and Protestant services.  There are many other churches available in the community; most can be found on the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce web page at http://www.kodiak.org.

If Sponsor is Not Available, Apprentice Should Contact:  If for any reason you cannot make contact with your sponsor, you are encouraged to call the Chief Yeoman located in the PSSU Kodiak Admin office.  The Chief can be contacted by calling (907) 487-5170 Ext. 182.  Please ensure you work closely with your sponsor, especially in the area of unit specific information.  The key to a successful move is once again, working closely with your assigned sponsor.  

Relocation information is also available on the Team Kodiak web site; a special section is set-up with information specifically for Non-Rates, including pictures of the enlisted barracks.  You may also contact the Transition-Relocation Manager if you are reporting to any unit on Kodiak.  If you would like a Relocation Package mailed to your leave address please contact Mrs. Debbie Bower, Transition-Relocation Manager at: Debbie.j.bower@uscg.mil or 800-872-4957 Ext. 563 then Ext. 275 or on her direct line at 907-487-5525 Ext. 275.  When leaving a message, please speak clearly and leave your Name and Mailing Address where you will be on leave. 

Additional Information of Importance For Newly Arriving Members Assigned to PSSU Kodiak:

In the past, members have received their orders and after graduation from Cape May decided to marry prior to arrival at their new unit in Kodiak.  If you plan to marry prior to your arrival in Kodiak you MUST contact your new unit as soon as possible!  

Kodiak is considered an overseas billet; Therefore Entry Approval must be requested and granted before the member and dependents arrive.  Failure to complete this critical element of your transfer may result in NO entitlement to reimbursement of travel/transportation expenses.  Not gaining entry approval will also have a direct impact on your availability to occupy Family Owned Housing.  You should also be aware that marriage and command sponsorship will increase your length of tour on Kodiak.  Again, communication with the Area Housing Officer and your Command will greatly assist your assignment efforts.  ***Recent*** changes to the overseas entry approval process have been implemented this year.  If you are married and/or have children that will be accompanying you, you must have them medically and dentally screened prior to gaining entry approval.  This process should be started as soon as possible after you know you will be coming to Kodiak (or any other overseas unit).  The forms will need to be completed by your dependent’s primary physician and dentist.  Please inquire with your administrative representative or Company Commander if you have questions.  Questions can also be directed to PSSU Kodiak’s Rockmore King Clinic administrator or supervisor @ (907) 487-5757 Ext. 107 for CWO Romero or Ext. 109 for HSCS Painter.

There is no “mass transit” available on the island.  The town of Kodiak is located approximately 8 miles from the base.  Weather is cold during the winter and it rains approx. 70 inches a year.  Normally not a lot of snow accumulation during winter, although we do experience a lot of ice.  You can see ice, snow & rain combinations on the same day at any time during the winter (November – May). 

During summer the weather is cool to warm but never hot and Kodiak does experience a lot of rain and fog.  During summer the sun can stay up as late as midnight and rises again at 0400, but during the winter months the days can be very short with the sun rising at 1030 and setting again at 1630.

INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is There a Galley Located at PSSU Kodiak?  Yes!  The PSSU complex has one of the largest galleys operated by a civilian contractor.  The Galley is located within the barracks for easy access to those Non-Rates living in the Barracks.  There is also a pizza and sandwich shop operated by MWR located next to the base Galley.  There is also an all hands sports club operated by MWR that serves food nightly at the Golden Anchor and our Bowling Center Tsunami Lanes also serves a light menu.

Are quarters and or barracks available?  Initial assignment to the Barracks is mandatory for all newly arriving single Non-Rates.  Member’s requesting to move downtown and receive their housing allowance will be placed on the waiting list and offered the opportunity to move off as their name comes up.

Rate of Auto Insurance for the typical 18-20 year old:  Those member’s who bring there vehicle to Kodiak can expect to pay anywhere from $100-$150 per month depending on your past driving history and vehicle model.  You are encouraged to contact your Insurance company prior to departure 

Where do most people bank?  There are three ATM machines located on the base (Exchange, Commissary, and Barracks).  Several banks and credit unions are available in the local community.  A few are:
Key Bank – 1-800-539-2968
National Bank of Alaska – 1-800-478-5706
First National Bank of Anchorage – 1-800-856-4369
Credit Union #1 – 1-800-478-2222
Alaska Federal Credit Union – 1-800-525-9094
Wells Fargo Bank - 1-800-869-3557

Is There A Mall in the Local Area?  There is a very small outdoor mall/shopping center in town approx. 20 businesses made up of independently owned stores and restaurants.  Wal-Mart is the only larger discount store located on the island.  Kodiak is a small town (population 13000+ for the entire island) with limited and expensive shopping, many people use catalogs or online shopping for the best deals.



INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area:  $850-$1200 – Most rental units on Kodiak WILL NOT accept pets!!  Please keep this in mind if you receive a mandatory release from assignment to Owned Housing.  Most rental rates DO NOT include the cost of utilities.  

BAH rate for all Ranks can be found on the Per Diem Web Site at:  Our zip code is 99615. http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil

Are Lease Quarters Available?  No - PSSU Kodiak has ample Family Housing, especially for member and spouse.  There are no plans to expand the Leased Housing Program in Kodiak at this time.

Is There Government Owned Housing Available?  PSSU Kodiak operates over 400 housing units located throughout the complex.  The number of dependents a member has determines the type of housing member will be offered.  The average wait for housing in Kodiak can be anywhere from 5-30 days depending on the time of year you that you arrive.  For the most current information you are encouraged to contact the Kodiak Housing Office at 1-800-563-4252, Ext. 144 or Ext. 146.

Where Do Most Dependents receive Medical Care?  There are several options available to Coast Guard families.  The Coast Guard Rock-more King Clinic, Providence Kodiak Island Medical Center and the Kodiak Island Medical Associates to name a few.

What level of TRICARE is available in the area?  Coast Guard Families living in the Kodiak area can elect to use TRICARE Prime Remote.  The Rockmore-King clinic is an excellent source of information should you have additional questions.

Is United Concordia Dental available? Yes – Kodiak has five participating providers located within the community.

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard?  Since Kodiak is an overseas assignment all personnel reporting in must go through overseas screening and receive entry approval from PSSU Kodiak.  If you are a single member and getting married while on leave to your new unit in Kodiak, it is very important that you obtain entry approval for your new spouse and any children before you arrive.  This process can be lengthy.  Upon receiving notification of transfer to PSSU Kodiak, immediately engage your supervisor to begin completing the required dependent screenings.  Upon receiving entry approval, families are encouraged to come to Kodiak together.  Again, we stress the importance of communicating your intentions to your command!!  

Where Do Dependent Children Attend School?  The City of Kodiak has four public elementary schools, one public middle school and one public high school located throughout the Kodiak Island Borough School District.  Elementary students that live on base in government housing usually attend Peterson Elementary School, located adjacent to the PSSU Kodiak Complex.  Additional information on all public schools in Kodiak can be found at http://www.kodiakschools.org. 


The following comments were provided by junior Petty Officers recently assigned to the Base Kodiak Complex.  They have provided some insight into the living and working conditions you can expect when assigned to Kodiak, Alaska.

Assigned to HSWL FO Kodiak
“I cannot speak more highly of the people in the town of Kodiak.  Starting from the Coasties to the Fisherman downtown, they make you feel at home the first day you arrive.  This town is anything but boring.  Fishing, hiking, camping and ATV riding are a few of the everyday activities right in your backyard, as well as beautiful scenery and great weather.  Yes, winters can get cold and the days short, but the summers are the best you will ever see.  Kodiak also has many family orientated activities on the base like the bowling alley and a movie theater at discounted prices.  There is a chapel on base where several different devine services are held and a child development center for the kids while the parents are at work.  There is also a police department, a medical clinic and a firehouse on base.

Anyway, about my work.  I stand duty every 8 or 9 days.  I work Mondays through Friday 0745-1630 at the Rockmore-King Clinic.  My day is made up of seeing patients and keeping up the clinic.  One Wednesday a every month is Sports Day, in which we get out from 0900-1300 for our choice of sports activity.  Most of us choose to go to the state of the art gym here on base.  They have an aerobics room, weight room, Olympic size pool, Basketball court, sauna and more.  Others prefer to run or walk outside, where you can see the wildlife and enjoy the fresh air.  The Captains Cup sports tournaments are also an enjoyable activity.  All the units that make up Kodiak compete against each other in events such as softball, basketball, swimming, weightlifting and bowling.  There are many others I forgot to mention.  

The town of Kodiak also has their own sports leagues in which Coast Guard members and their families are encouraged to participate.  Although Kodiak is a very small town of only 4000-6000 people, there is also an exciting night life and some great shopping areas.  Restaurants and dance clubs are big enough to be fun but small enough to feel right at home.

In my opinion Kodiak is one of the best places I have been stationed.  A great crew, a good learning environment and excellent support to members and their families make this unit a legend in the Coast Guard.  Proud to be in Kodiak.”

Assigned to BSU Kodiak
“After completion of A School my wife and I reported to find housing available and moved to very accommodating Government housing.  During the summer we spent almost every day fishing the Buskin River.  Morale boats from MWR were available every time we wanted to halibut fish.  There are numerous types of volunteer organizations; some that I know about are The Lions Club, Civil Air Patrol, and the Red Cross.  Job descriptions for 3rd class Storekeepers are vary diversified.  To find out more about what section in what division you are to be assigned contact your sponsor will help you get a better idea of work and duty assignments.  At the time my work schedule is Monday –Friday 8 hour Days on Flex Time.  Flex Time at present means 8-hour work day that is flexible when it starts and stops with supervisor approval.  Duty is a 24-hour Barracks watch every 11 days.”   



Assigned to PSSU Kodiak
“Kodiak, Alaska is the home to several different units including: Air Station Kodiak, Base Kodiak and four Coast Guard Cutters.

“Life on Kodiak” is an oxymoron to some but is true to what many say, “Your duty station is what you make of it”.  Kodiak is one of the most beautiful places in the United States of America and it is a privilege to serve on such a wonderful island.  

MWR (Morale, Well-Being and Recreation) is a branch of the PSSU in Kodiak, Alaska.  MWR is a great organization filled with good people.  MWR is not something you thought you would be doing after Basic Training but there are infinite learning opportunities if you take advantage of them.  Our mission here is to support and serve our shipmates of different rates and ranks, all the way from a Captain down to a Seaman.  When people come to one of the MWR facilities they expect to have fun and get their mind off of common stressors in life.

One of the four MWR units that are available for you to serve at is the Auto Hobby Shop.  There, patrons may fix their vehicles with the proper tools supplied by you.  You will assist patrons if they need assistance.  You will open and close the shop and provide our customers with a proper work environment that they needs to work in.  Another MWR unit is the MWR Boathouse.  There you will rent out boats to MWR eligible patrons and maintain the boats for a safe boating experience.  Also you will have a chance to learn everything from basic boat handling to changing the lower unit oil on an outboard engine.  The MWR bowling alley is called Tsunami Lanes.  There you will encounter the world of bowling.  You will be maintaining bowling machines, serving food and beverages to the customer and keeping things moving.  The Billiken is the base theater.  It shows movies regularly and is also used for command functions and training.  There you will learn how to build and tear down cinema film movies, run the concession counter and provide audio visual aid for local unit training.

Whatever shop you may work at in the MWR, your job will be very important.  “Your fun is our business” is our motto.  We are here so that the MWR patrons have everything they need to ensure that their Morale, Well-being and Recreational needs are always met. So that they will be able to perform their job in the extreme environment and semi isolation that Kodiak endures. 

One thing to keep in mind is at this unit you will have the chance to increase your knowledge of certain aspects in your life and it’s up to you to take the initiative and open your mind.  Being at work takes up a lot of your time but not all of it. Here are a few things to keep in mind while you are serving here.

Kodiak is a multi-cultural and multi-ethnic community with many activities and sites to explore.  Scattered across the island are many bunkers and forts from WWII that you can explore, if that is where your interests lie.  

If you are more into sport fishing and hunting and not into sightseeing, you have come to the fishing capital of the world with more than 200 different species of fish alone on the island.  To name a few: Halibut, all kinds of Salmon, Trout, and Black Sea Bass.  Hunting on Kodiak is also prevalent; being Kodiak has a bear population consisting of one bear per one square mile of the island.  
Kodiak is what you make of it and so you consistently have to keep an open mind.”

“Kodiak offers a variety of outdoor and indoor recreation. Depending on your likes and hobbies a person can experience an array of opportunity of fun activities.  Kodiak offers many outdoor activities such as:  Fishing, Salmon, Halibut, and trout to name a few.  Hunting for deer, rabbit, and fox are among the favorites of the avid hunter.  ATV trips throughout the Kodiak vicinity can excite most with trails throughout the island.  There is also kayaking, hiking, horseback riding, skiing/snowboarding, photography, and many more this island offers for the outdoorsman.

Indoor activities include museums of the native Alutiq tribe.  The visitor center for the National Wildlife refuge, the State Park visitor’s center offers unique info on native Flora, Geology, and WWII history of Kodiak.  You can also be part of many volunteer programs throughout including the Theater, Animal shelter, Baptist mission, and Audubon society, and many more.

The PSSU itself offers recreation and resources like the Captains cup tournaments in many sports through the year.  You can get involved in the morale committee.  Along with all the activities, there is your main duty job which can be working at the barracks/MAA staff, Auto hobby shop, Bowling alley, or at the boat house which all involves a variety of new tasks to learn and opportunities to educate yourself.”


