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District – 17, Alaska
Unit Name:
Aviation Support Facility (AVSUPFAC) Cordova Alaska
Personal Mailing Address:
(Your name)




AVSUPFAC Cordova




P.O. Box 1809




Cordova, AK  99574-1809

Commercial Phone #:
(907) 424-3382

Fax #:

(907) 424-3765

E-Mail: First.Initial.Last@uscg.mil    (john.r.smith@uscg.mil)

Unit Mission:
Support of deployed aircrews from Air Station Kodiak in Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Fishery Enforcement, Homeland Security, Aids to Navigation, Local State & Federal Agency Support.

Typical SA/SN & FA/FN Job Assignment: Work in galley as cook's assistant, general up keep of station grounds, assist in aircraft support.

Import Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN: Phone watch

Reporting aboard during normal business hours: Your sponsor will meet you upon arrival (make sure your sponsor knows your itinerary). If arriving on the ferry, contact your sponsor prior to your arrival. If he/she cannot be contacted do to unavailability please call the Facility Supervisor at (907) 424-3382.

Special Procedures when arriving After Hours:
Contact Facility Supervisor at (907) 424-3382 or (907) 942-4943.  Tell them who you are and that you're reporting for duty. Keep the unit informed of your travel schedule. 
Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue Long or Service Dress Blue (Bravo)

Personal Storage Space (in Cubic Feet):  None
Uniform normally worn during the workday:
ODU

Additional clothing items recommended to bring: It is advisable to purchase cold weather outdoor recreational clothes for off duty recreation.  Upon checking in you will be issued uniform items such as foul weather gear; this will include insulated work jacket, insulated work boots, watch cap, and thermal underwear.  

Average Temperature:
Summer 60 degrees.
Winter 20 degrees.

Unit Mutual Assistance Rep/Phone:
ISC Kodiak Work-Life (800)872-4957,

Ext 563 then Ext 270.

Continuing Education Available:
Traditional - Cordova Community College (extended campus Prince William Sound Community College).  
Non-Traditional -College Level Examination Program (CLEP); DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST); Excelsior College Examinations (ECE) through Kodiak's Education Center administered by local CGC SYCAMORE.

Rating present at unit:
AMT, FS, and MK

Name of nearest city and distance: Cordova 13 miles via road and Anchorage 150 miles via air approx. 1 hour.  4-12 hour ferry service to Whittier or Valdez, also on the mainland of Alaska.

Name of nearest military facility and distance: ISC Kodiak located on Kodiak Island, Elmendorf Air Force Base located in Anchorage, Alaska (150 miles via air).

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: Kodiak Island or Elmendorf AFB in Anchorage.

Religious denominations in the area: Catholic and Protestant, Jehovah

Witnesses, Church of Jesus of Latter-day Saints, Baha’i, Salvation Army and Episcopal services. 

Area of responsibility: Support all Coast Guard Air Operations in District Seventeen (all of Alaska).

Additional Information needed for newly arriving members:

You MUST have a CAC enabled ID Card with PIN. Make sure to remember your PIN #. You will need it when you are setting up your computer access. 

There is no type of mass transit available in this area.  The town of

Cordova is located approximately 13 miles from the base.  Weather is cold during the winter and it rains approx. 70 inches a year; there is a lot of snow accumulation during the winter months. You can expect to see lots of ice, snow and rain combinations on the same day at any time during the winter November - May. During summer, the weather is cool to warm but never hot.  In the summer the sun can stay up as late as midnight and rises again at 04:00, but during the winter months the days can be very short with the sun rising at 10:30 and setting again at 16:30.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Messing availability: Yes (only from 1 May to 1 October), Galley on base.

Quarters/Barracks availability: No
Auto Insurance for typical 18-20 yr old:
Single Male/Female:

$90.00 - $125.00/month

Unaccompanied personal leased housing:  Yes. Two bedroom government leased apartment. You will be sharing with another SN either from the AVSUPFAC or CGC Sycamore.
Bank availability: Two banks are available in the community: Wells Fargo Bank, Alaska, (800-869-3557), and First National Bank of Alaska,

(800-856-4362).  

Local Mall:
none

Recreation: Downhill skiing and snowboarding available at local hill. Heli skiing, hunting, fishing and hiking are available also.
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two-bedroom apartment in the area:
$750-$1300 w/out utilities

BAH rate for an E-2:
See www.dtic.mil/perdiem/bahform.html for all BAH information. E-2 and E-3 receive $1340 w/o Dependants, $1786 w/ dependants.  

Leased housing: Yes. 
Government owned housing available:
Yes, but this depends on when member arrives. How many dependents the member has determines what he/she is eligible for.

The average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment:
1 to 2 months depending upon the time you arrive.

Housing office phone number:
1-(907) 424-5987

Housing Developments: Brand new completed OCT 2010
Dependent medical services:
 Cordova Community Medical Center

Family Insurance: TRICARE Prime Remote is currently available.

Dental Coverage: Delta dental is available with 1 Participating Provider.

Schools: Cordova MT Eccles Elementary, Cordova JR/SR High

Bringing dependents when first reporting aboard: Since Cordova is an overseas assignment all personnel reporting in must go through overseas screening and receive entry approval from ISC Kodiak. If you are a single member and getting married in route to your new unit in Cordova it is very important that you obtain entry approval for your new spouse and any children before you arrive. The overseas screening and entry approval process is required to be completed 15 days after receipt of orders.

AVSUPFAC Cordova through the eyes of a junior member:

SN Jonathon Shakespeare writes:

AVSUPFAC Cordova Alaska has been thee place for me, or any non-rate to work for aviation experience, and to see how small units operate.  When I first arrived in the remote area of Cordova I was amazed by the scenic views and the people I work with. For my first unit I was surprised yet pleased I had so many responsibilities. I'm excited to have gained more knowledge of the Coast Guard, military history, and mechanics and improving my standards of living.  My supervisors have taught me a lot and have been extremely helpful and will continue to assist me at future units. 

FN Bronson Carr writes:

Arriving at AVSUPFAC Cordova Alaska straight from boot camp was a refreshing experience, which I welcomed.  The work was set at a steady pace and the crew is great to work with as they always help in the day-to-day operations. Living in a beautiful place as Cordova, with all the scenic views and the massive amounts of outdoor activities right at your fingertips made relaxing after work the easiest task of the day.  In short this is a must see paradise as well as a perfect place to work, and is turning into one of the best experiences on my life.    

SN Brandon Lauritzon writes on January 13, 2009:

When I found out that I was going to Alaska I didn't know what to expect. I was nervous and excited. The first thing I noticed was the change in climate. The second thing was that scenery. While be stationed at AVSUPFAC Cordova, I have learned a lot about how the Coast Guard works, but also a lot about myself. My supervisors have taught me most of it, but they have also allowed me to teach myself as well. They have not only taught me while at work, but also outside of work. They are strict and hard on me but they are only getting me ready for what I have to come in my future. I have had so many great life experiences here at AVSUPFAC Cordova that I wouldn't have had anywhere else. 

SN Mark Strock writes on March 16, 2011:

I did not know what to expect in Alaska I’ve only read a little about the state and knew some about the wildlife up there before I came. The first thing I noticed was the frigid temperatures that I myself have never felt before. The other thing I noticed is how small the unit is and how close the personnel are. They teach you many different skills and you learn a new one each day. They also are frank in how they think you are doing in your job and what you can do to improve it. The mountains here are beautiful and fun to hike. You also have other activities you can do like skiing, fishing, and even ice skating in the winter time. When you come up here remember to bring warm clothes and an open mind to many other work activities that you may not be able to do at other units. If you have these you’ll have a wonderful experience up here at AVSUPFAC Cordova. 
SN Beth Weil writes:

When I first arrived at AVSUPFAC Cordova I was excited, and nervous to be in a new place with a new job. My supervisors have been very helpful, and I have learned/got to experience many new things. AVSUPFAC Cordova is a good first unit for anyone looking to learn anything/ everything they can. Your day to day jobs as a non-rate always have a lot of variety, and are always changing. The scenery in Cordova is breathtaking, and anyone who likes outdoor activities such as hiking, fishing, and hunting will love it here. Having an open mind to new experiences will help a lot since the town is very small, and remote. All in all my experience here at AVSUPFAC Cordova will be one that I never forget.  

