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UNIT INFORMATION AND WELCOME ABOARD
DATE SHEET FILLED OUT: June 18 2012  District: D 13 
UNIT NAME: National Motor Lifeboat School

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

433 Coast Guard  Rd.

PO Box J

Ilwaco, WA 98631

Home Of Record: Ilwaco, WA

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (360 ) 642-2384 





FAX: (360 ) 642-2425

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): none unless except what is available in barracks if assigned there.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Operational Dress Uniform

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER: 70 F
WINTER: 45 F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP:  BOSN4 Smasne , CO (360) 642-2384 ex 4200

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, MK, EM, YN, SK

NAME OF NEAREST MAJOR CITY AND DISTANCE: Portland, OR, 2 hrs drive

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Sector Columbia River, Warrenton, OR 20 miles

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Astoria, OR 14 Miles

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue/ Bravos

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: YES

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: YES for E3 and below 

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: NO

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: In the barracks until approved for BAH
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: Married members should submit housing application to Station Cape Disappointment
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: USAA, Bank of America, Chase 

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes. Wauna Federal Credit Union, TLC Federal Credit Union, 
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA $650 w/o utilities

BAH RATE (w/ dependants )  FOR AN E2/E3 $933.00

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: YES

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:YES

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: 0-1 MONTHS

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: With the member in Long Beach, WA or Astoria, OR area. 
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Through Tricare Prime approved physicians in the local community. 
IS METLIFE DENTAL AVAILABLE: Yes

Valid E-Mail Address of POC: YN1 Carly Wolf carly.m.wolf@usg.mil or YN3 Margaret Halpert margaret.g.halpert@uscg.mil 
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Welcome aboard and congratulations on receiving orders to the National Motor Lifeboat School.  

This packet will assist you in your first couple weeks getting settled in and beginning the qualification process to become a fully qualified and productive member of the School.  When you first report to the unit, you will meet the Command Duty Officer, and they will introduce you to your sponsor.  From there, you will complete the check-in process, meeting your supervisor, the XO, and myself.  After your check-in, you will begin to break-in as a Duty Driver or Command Duty Officer, Tower Watch stander, Crewman, and or Engineer and Coxswain.  The responsibility that you will hold is not to be treated lightly.  In addition to getting Crewman qualified, there are opportunities to further your education, including a partnership with Gray’s Harbor College where college classes are taught right next door at Cape Disappointment.  

NMLBS is Co-located with the CG Sta Cape Disappointment at the end of the Long Beach Peninsula near the Mouth of the Colombia River in Ilwaco, WA.  Ilwaco is one of several small towns on the Long Beach Peninsula.  It is two hours driving time to Portland, OR, and three and one half hours to Seattle, WA.  With a population of approximately 5000 people, the primary industries on the peninsula are tourism, fishing and other outdoor recreational activities.  

Our origins date to 1968 when the thirteenth Coast Guard District recognized a need for formal training for the then new 44 foot Motor Lifeboat (MLB).  The first classes were little more than meetings of the best qualified boat operators, known up and down the Oregon and Washington coast as “Surfmen.”  The meetings were held at CG STA Cape Disappointment.  These Surfmen demonstrated their boat operation skills and traded operational techniques.  As classes progressed, a curriculum evolved and instructors were permanently assigned with support staff and boats during the winter months.  It became a National Training Center and adopted its current name, National Motor Lifeboat School, in 1981 when an OPFAC was assigned.  It is the only school for rough weather and surf rescue operations in the United States and is respected internationally as a center of excellence for heavy weather boat operations.   In addition to the U.S. Coast Guard students, the Canadian Coast Guard, the Royal National Lifeboat Institute, Norway and other countries have sent students through the school.

The Columbia River provides an ideal training environment with its deep river channel, sand spits, shoals, rock jetties and coastal surf zones. Students quickly learn why this area is known as the “Graveyard of the Pacific.” Storm waves often reach a height of 20 feet, with winds exceeding 50knots.

Until 1996, courses were offered in the operations of the 44’ Motor Lifeboat. In 1997 the curriculum was shifted to operation of the 47’ Motor Lifeboat. There are several courses now available at the Motor Lifeboat School. 

The school was also home to the 47’ Motor Lifeboat Transition Team. Established in 1996, the team was tasked with providing training to units, which received the 47’, Motor Lifeboats. Many of the training standards and tactics were refined from the 30 year operational history of the 44’ Motor Lifeboat. 

There are currently 61 personnel assigned the NMLBS. This number is increasing rapidly as the school experiences growth.  Duty at the school is challenging, with the Surfmen and Engineers logging approximately 500 underway hours per year. The maintenance department is charged with setting the standard for material condition, while ensuring the boats are always ready for operation.

We have five 47’ Motor Lifeboats with which we conduct courses in heavy weather and surf operations, MLB unit supervision and MLB Maintenance.  Each year approximately 180 students attend rigorous training in multiple MLB operations.  

I hope that you will enjoy your assignment at the National Motor Lifeboat School.  Welcome Aboard.

C. L. Smasne, CWO3








Commanding Officer

We've put together a list of websites and phone numbers to help make your relocation as smooth and pain free as possible. We are still in the process of making this list comprehensive, so if don't see something you need on here or would like more details on a certain subject please let us know!

Frequently Asked Questions:

1. Which Airport should I fly into and how do I get to the unit from there?

Most people find it easiest to fly into Portland International Airport (PDX).  The unit will have a duty driver meet you at the airport. 
2. What is the Unit’s primary mission?

Although our primary mission is Training, NMLBS performs Search and Rescue, Homeland Security, Law Enforcement, Recreational Vessel Safety, and other missions as a back up for the Station.

3. How many people are assigned to the Unit?

NMLBS has approximately 50-60 members attached. 

4. What is the duty rotation?

NMLBS typically day work’s throughout the week, with exceptions depending on the class schedule.  

5. Where am I going to live?

If you are a single E-2 or E-3 you may live in the barracks on board the base if room is available in the barracks.   These are dorm-like rooms with a head, racks, a desk, and plenty of storage for personal items.  You are welcome to bring reasonable amenities from home, including television, stereo, computer, or other such items.  Any detailed questions should be brought to your sponsor’s attention.  If there is no room in the barracks, you will be authorized BAH to live on the economy.

If you are an E-2 or E-3 with dependents, or an E-4 or above, you may be eligible to live on the economy and collect BAH to cover the cost of rent and utilities.  Be sure that your lease contains a “military clause.”  

In addition, there are numerous government owned housing units.  Any member with dependents is welcome to apply for government housing.  Please direct questions to the housing officer.

6. What is the station’ s personal vehicle policy?

In order to drive on base, you are required to hold a valid driver’s license, current registration, and proof of insurance.  Members who live in the barracks are allowed one vehicle on base.

7. What type of medical care is available?

Active duty members’ primary care is given by Group Astoria’s medical center, located at Group/ Air Station Astoria.  Dependents are covered by Tricare, and there are numerous doctors in the area.  In addition, there are two hospitals to provide urgent care, Ocean Beach Hospital in Long Beach, and Columbia Memorial across the river in Astoria.

8. What is my job as a non-rate going to be?
Within the first few months, you will be required to get qualified in Tower watch and boat crew. 

Regardless of department, you will be required qualified in 3 main duties. First is duty driver in order to drive the government vehicles to and from the airport. Second is tower watch stander and third is boat crew on the 47’ Lifeboats. If you are a seaman you will maintain the non mechanical aspects of the boats and unit. As a fireman you will be an assistant to the MKs and be expected to aid in tasks such as daily mechanical checks, oil changes and anything else regarding the mechanics of the boats. 
9. What’s the area like?
The peninsula is lined by a beautiful beach which they claim to be the world’s longest. The year is full of clamming, beach combing, kite festivals, and lots of coffee shops. On the other side of the river, Astoria’s quaint houses climb up the hill and give a beautiful overlook of the river, bay, and the 4 mile long Astoria-Megler Bridge. Astoria is home to fantastic breweries, shops, cafes and the Columbia River Maritime Museum. While you may enjoy the friendly feel of the small towns in the area, be prepared to live 2 hours away from Portland and at least an hour and a half away from the nearest Wal-Mart or Target. The area does have many stores that will supply you with whatever your basic needs are, but if you are used to a large selection and convenient shopping, be prepared to change your lifestyle.  However, the Astoria area is slowly developing and now has a Fred Meyer, Petco, Home Depot, and Cosco, among other stores.
Housing Office

Sector Columbia River Housing Office

Housing Office: (503) 325-0204/0205 
Fax: (503) 325-1977

http://www.uscg.mil/d13/sectcolrvr/services/housing.asp
If your initial contact with the housing office in Astoria is not successful within a few days, contact DC3 Gaily at (360) 642-2382 Ext. 7
Realty/Rental

Calling a realty office directly gives you a better chance of getting up to date listings!

	Peninsula
	Astoria

	http://ch-www2.chinookobserver.com/classifieds/

http://funbeach.com/real-estate/
http://pacreal.com
http://longbeachwa.info/index.html
	http://easomproperty.com/
http://www.sowinsrealtor.com/

http://da-www2.dailyastorian.com/classifieds/


General 
www.craigslist.com  

www.padmapper.com

www.AAHR.com

www.Militarybyowner.com

www.Coastie2Coastie.com
Schools

Public Schools

Copied from http://funbeach.com/relocation-guide/#schools

“There are six school districts in the county: Raymond, South Bend, Willapa Valley, Naselle (360-484-7121), North River, and Ocean Beach, which serves the Long Beach Peninsula and Chinook (360-642-3739). Tokeland is served by Ocosta in Grays Harbor County.

Grays Harbor College offers transfer credit courses, vocational and training programs, and a variety of enrichment programs during the year in both north and south Pacific County. Check out their new campus in Ilwaco! Washington State University offers extended university services via satellite. Clatsop Community College in Astoria, Oregon, offers resident status to Pacific County students.”
Recommended Preschools
Peninsula Church Ctr Daycare, Long Beach, WA
Po Box 130, Long Beach, WA 98631
360-642-3941

Coyell’s Crossing, Warrenton, OR
326 SE Marlin Ave, Warrenton, OR 9714

(503) 861-0281
Other Important Phone Numbers

Coast Guard

NMLBS




360-642-2384

Station Cape Dissapointment

360-642-2382
Group Astoria




503-861-6212

Chaplain




503-861-6225

Vehicle License Plates

Pacific County Auditors


360-642-9312

Dept of Licensing



360-642-8776

Voter Registration- Long Beach

360-642-9317

CG Support




1-855-CG SUPRT (247-8778)







www.cgsuprt.com
Utilities

Cable

Charter Communications

www.charter.com 

877-288-0418
Century Link 



www.centurylink.com 

1-800-201-4099 

Electricity

Public Utility District 2

360-642-3927
Water

Astoria Water and Sewer

503-325-5824


Ocean Park/ Pacific Water Co

360-
665-3233

Chinook Water Dist.


360-777-8770


Ilwaco/ Pacific Water Co.

665-3233

Telephone


Century Link



www.centurylink.com 

1-800-201-4099

Trash 







Peninsula Sanitation office 

360-642-2541

Western Oregon Waste

503-861-0578
Vetrinarian Clinics

Oceanside Animal Clinic


360-642-2232
Seaview, WA





Bayshore Animal Hospital


503- 861-1621

Warrenton, OR

Astoria Animal Hospital


503- 325-1581

Astoria, OR

Other Local Information

Visitor’s Bureau    



(360) 642-2400

Long Beach Website   


http://www.funbeach.com






http://www.longbeachwa.gov/ 

Discovery Coast web



http://www.discoverourcoast.com
Ilwaco Website



ilwacowashington.com
Astoria Website



http://www.oldoregon.com/ 

General Info




http:// coastiechicks.net 
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