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UNIT NAME:  USCGC ALERT (WMEC 630)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

Commanding Officer

USCGC ALERT (WMEC 630)

c/o (Your Name)

2185 S.E. 12th Place

Warrenton, OR 97146

The ship’s mail goes to Group Astoria which is located in Warrenton, OR.  The Alert is located in Astoria at the 17th street pier next to the Columbia River Maritime Museum.

COMMERCIAL PHONE:  (503) 325-7213 / 7214

FAX:  (503) 861-6364

WEB SITE:  
http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/cgcalert/



E-MAIL: 
D13-DG-CGCAlert-Webmaster@uscg.mil

UNITS MISSIONS:

USCGC ALERT’s primary missions are reflected by her motto, “Rescue, Enforce, Defend.”

Coast Guard missions take the USCGC ALERT all over the Northern Pacific Ocean; from the Maritime Boundary Line between Russia and the United States and the coastal waters off the Washington, Oregon, and California. USCGC ALERT also travels the warm waters of the Central and South American coasts.

She patrols the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone to protect living marine resources from foreign fishing interests and board domestic fishing vessels to enforce federal and state fisheries and vessel safety laws. USCGC ALERT also enforces laws regarding illegal immigration and the detection, monitoring and interdiction of many forms of contraband.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Member of ALERT’s Deck Force; participates in small boat evolutions, line handling and deck seamanship, helm and lookout, and general ship maintenance. Members may also participate in ALERT’s law enforcement program as a boarding team member upon completion of applicable Personnel Qualification Standards.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Member of Engineering Dept.; assigned to either Auxiliary Division (maintain reefers, A/Cs, and all major equipment other than engines) or to Main Propulsion Division (maintain both Main Diesel Engines, Ship Service Diesel Generators and other equipment in the engine room). Members may also participate in ALERT’s law enforcement program as a boarding team member upon completion of applicable Personnel Qualification Standards.
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: 

Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch (GPOW). Once every four days.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  

Auxiliary Watch. Once every five days.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  

Helm / Lookout. One watch every 20 hours.  

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  

Auxiliary Watch. One watch every 20 hours.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: 
Unit maintains a 24-hour watch.  Crewmember may report in at any time.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:

If ALERT is underway when you arrive you should check in at Sector Columbia River PERSRU at 503-861-6220, or the Operations Center at 503-861-6211.
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET):  

24 This includes locker and rack space.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  

Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  

None.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:
The coastal area of the Pacific Northwest is renowned for its rainy weather.  The Astoria area received about 75 inches of rain each year.  Most falls as drizzle and mist during the winter season, October through April.  Summers are mild, pleasant, and remarkably sunny.  One or two brief light snows are expected each winter, but it is seldom cold enough to snow.  Some fall and winter storms bring heavy rains and winds, but thunderstorms are rare.  Being further north within the continental United States, daylight is noticeably longer in summer and shorter in winter.

Spring (Mar-May) 1991 - 2003 Average = 50.25 degF

Summer (Jun-Aug) 1991 - 2003 Average = 61.35 degF

Fall (Sep-Nov) 1991 - 2003 Average = 56.58 degF
Winter (Dec-Feb) 1992 - 2004 Average = 43.85 degF

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:

FSC Kelly / 503-325-7213

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:

Clatsop Community College

1653 Jerome Avenue

Astoria, OR 97103 (503) 325-0910 
http://www.clatsop.cc.or.us/


RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:

BM, MK, GM, FS, YN, HS, OS, ET, IT, EM, SK,EM, ME

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:


Town and State


Distance
           Population
Warrenton/Hammond, OR


7


2,500

Seaside, OR




21


5,200

Cannon Beach, OR



29


1,200

Tillamook, OR



68


4,000

Ilwaco/Long Beach, WA


15


2,000

Aberdeen/Hoquiam, WA


71


29,500

Longview/Kelso, WA



50


39,800

Portland, OR




100


750,000

Seattle, WA




180


1,000,000

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:

Sector Columbia River is located in Warrenton, OR. It is across the Young’s Bay bridge approx. 10 miles from the cutter.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:

The Coast Guard has an exchange and commissary located approx 5 miles from the ship and 1.5 miles from military housing.  The closest large military facility is Fort Lewis Army Base, which is located north on I-5 Just south of Tacoma Washington. Fort Lewis is approx 110 miles from Astoria.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:

There are about 60 churches meeting in northwest Clatsop County.  Most faiths and denominations are represented.  Some of the local ones include:

· Apostolic

· Assembly of God

· Baptist: American, Conservative, Independent

· Roman Catholic

· Charismatic

· Christian Science

· Church of Christ

· Church of Christ of Latter-day Saints

· Church of Nazarene

· Congregational United Church of Christ

· Episcopal

· Foursquare Gospel

· Independent Bible

· Jehovah’s Witness

· Lutheran: AFLC, and ELCA

· Metaphysical

· Methodist United

· Mormon

· Nazarene

· Pentecostal United

· Presbyterian

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS

ALERT’s patrols are mostly law enforcement oriented. Common patrol areas include WOC (Washington, Oregon, California) Coast and JIATF-S (Joint Inter Agency Task Force-South) patrols. A WOC trip will normally involve fisheries enforcement from Puget Sound, WA to San Diego, CA. A JIATF-S patrol is normally counter-drug oriented and will take ALERT from the US/Mexico border to the Equator and occasionally beyond.
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN

Tropical Blue Long.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR

It is the sponsor’s responsibility to meet the new recruit when reporting aboard.  If the sponsor is not available the new member will ask for the OOD (Officer Of the Day)

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:

Messing is available at the ship’s galley.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:

Quarters are available on board ALERT. Married members should contact the unit-housing officer, EMC Bassett at (503) 325-7213. 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $2000.00 a year








          SINGLE FEMALE:  $1800.00 a year
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Yes. New members will go on a waiting list. 12 units are available for E-2 thru E-4 personnel. Third class petty officers are encouraged to live on the economy to make unaccompanied units available to Non-Rated personnel. E-4 personnel receive BAH and housing in Astoria for small apartments is within the BAH range.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:

Onboard the ship until a leased housing unit becomes available.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:

Single members will submit housing chits to the ship’s housing officer via their chain of command once reported aboard.  Married members should contact the unit-housing officer, EMC Bassett at (503) 325-7213

IS THERE A BANK IN THE AREA
Yes, many people bank with USAA, however locally you may find the Bank of Astoria, Bank of America, Wells Fargo, Wauna Credit Union and others.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA

Astoria and Seaside offer all amenities.  For food, there are several grocery stores, the Coast Guard Exchange and Commissary, a community cooperative store, fresh vegetable markets and fish markets, a health foods store, and numerous “quick stop” markets.  Many variety stores are also in the area, including Fred Meyer and Costco.  Other local businesses include: Staples, The Dollar Store, Home Depot, auto dealerships, marine supplies, pet supplies, camera, photography and framing shops, office supplies, furniture stores, and an array of personal services.  Suburban indoor shopping malls are located in Portland and Longview/Kelso, and a small outlet mall is located in Seaside.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA

BAH RATE FOR AN:           w/o dependents  w/dependents                   w/o dependents  w/dependents
                                           E2:      $741.00
        $933.00                 E3:
  $741.00             $933.00

                                                 w/o dependents  w/dependents                   w/o dependents  w/dependents
                                           E4:      $741.00
        $933.00                 E5:
  $822.00           $1002.00

                                                 w/o dependents  w/dependents                   w/o dependents  w/dependents
                                           E6:      $951.00
      $1269.00                 E7:
$1020.00           $1362.00

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Available on a fist come first served basis. (Waiting list)

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Available on a fist come first served basis. (Waiting list)

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:
3-6
MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE #:
503-325-7213
 

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE

Astoria, Warrenton, Seaside


RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: $150.00 to $300.00 a month



WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:

Astoria is a Tri Care Prime area. You will choose a primary care provider from a list.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:

Standard and Prime.

IS  DENTAL AVAILABLE:

Yes, through the Group Astoria Clinic. Dependents are covered under TRICARE for dental.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? 

YES. Due to a limited amount of government housing members may have to wait 4-6 months for Gov’t housing, however, with the numerous amount of new rental properties in the area, it should be easy for you and your family to locate a temporary location to live.
HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

     Astoria, Oregon is a quiet fishing town located along the banks of the Columbia River, The largest river in the Pacific Northwest which connects the city of Portland to the Pacific Ocean. USCGC ALERT is moored next to the downtown area and is a short walk away from all the major attractions in the city. Various novelty shops and private restaurants give Astoria a feeling of a strong local culture in a city surrounded by the beautiful Oregon wilderness. Those interested in outdoor pursuits will find everything they need in the local area. Various peaks, forest trails, and a nearby beach are all worth exploring and a vehicle is strongly suggested to get around the area.

    As soon as you arrive aboard the cutter you will begin your qualification process in damage control, Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch, helm and lookout, or Auxiliary watch. Once your basic qualifications are complete, you will have the opportunity to learn various new skills. If you are motivated and have a strong work ethic, you will be able to qualify in duties that carry greater responsibilities, but also better rewards, both professionally and personally. Duty aboard USCGC ALERT is a great start to your Coast Guard career. Working on an operational cutter will allow you to experience most of what Coast Guard missions entail. You will work with many rates on various projects and your level of commitment will determine what you learn and experience at this great unit.

                                                                                                                                            SN Rokas Bendzius     

SAMPLE WELCOME ABOARD MESSAGE:

R 182020Z JAN 12

FM USCGC ALERT

TO COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//SPO//

BT

UNCLAS //N01300//

SUBJ: WELCOME ABOARD, SA xxxxxxx, CGC ALERT

1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO USCGC ALERT (WMEC 630), HOME

PORTED AT THE COLUMBIA RIVER MARITIME MUSEUM IN ASTORIA, OR. WE LOOK

FORWARD TO YOUR ARRIVAL AND HOPE YOU WILL FIND YOUR TOUR CHALLENGING

AND REWARDING.

2. YOUR DESIGNATED SPONSOR IS xxxxxxxxxx. HE/SHE CAN BE REACHED

BY EMAIL OR BY PHONE AT 503-325-7213. YOUR SPONSOR IS YOUR BEST

CONNECTION TO ALERT AND CAN EXPLAIN WHAT WILL BE EXPECTED OF YOU.

3. THE SECTOR ASTORIA PERSONNEL OFFICE ASSISTS ALERT WITH

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTING FUNCTIONS WHEN WE ARE AWAY FROM HOMEPORT

AND CAN BE CONTACTED AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBER (503)861-6186.

http://www.uscg.mil/d13/sectcolrvr/services/admin.asp

4. COAST GUARD OWNED AND LEASED HOUSING IS AVAILABLE FOR ELIGIBLE

PERSONNEL. EMC BASSETT, IS ALERT'S HOUSING OFFICER. YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONTACT HIM TO GET THE LATEST HOUSING INFO FOR THE AREA AND POLICIES 
CURRENTLY IN EFFECT.

http://www.uscg.mil/d13/sectcolrvr/services/housing.asp

5. ARRIVAL INFO: IF FLYING, YOU SHOULD MAKE AIRLINE RESERVATIONS

TO ARRIVE AT PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (PDX).  IF YOU NEED TO

BE PICKED UP FROM THE AIRPORT, ALERT CAN ARRANGE A DUTY DRIVER TO

PICK YOU UP AND ESCORT YOU TO ASTORIA. IF DRIVING, THE CGC ALERT

IS LOCATED AT THE COLUMBIA MARITIME MUSEUM PIER IN ASTORIA, OR.

UNIFORM FOR REPORTING ABOARD IS TROPICAL BLUE LONG.  YOU SHOULD

PLAN TO REPORT BETWEEN 0800 AND 1500 ON THE DAY OF YOUR ARRIVAL.

IF ALERT IS AWAY FROM HOMEPORT, REPORT TO THE SECTOR/AIRSTA ASTORIA

SPO. PLEASE FINALIZE ARRANGMENTS WITH YOUR SPONSOR.

http://www.uscg.mil/d13/sectcolrvr/reporting/welcomeaboard.asp

6. SECTOR ASTORIA HAS A SMALL MEDICAL CLINIC WITH DENTAL FACILITIES.

ASTORIA IS ALSO A TRICARE PRIME AREA.  THE LOCAL HOSPITAL IS 

COLUMBIA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 

http://www.uscg.mil/d13/sectcolrvr/services/medical.asp

7. YOU CAN VISIT THE ALERT WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO:

http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/cgcAlert/

BT

NNNN
