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Personal Mailing Address:	(YOUR NAME)
	USCG N.M.L.B.S.
P. O. BOX J.
ILWACO WA.  98624-0460
Commercial Phone # (360) 642-2384     Fax: (360) 642-2425                    
Web site: http://www.uscg.mil/tcyorktown/Ops/NMLBS/   
E-Mail: Firstname.MI.Lastname@USCG.mil
Unit’s Mission: The National Motor Lifeboat School is the only training site in the world that educates boat coxswains in the art of operating boats in extreme weather and surf.  The school offers several courses to the field to ensure everyone connected to lifeboats has an understanding of basic concepts and procedures used in the lifeboat community.  These courses cover everything from surf operations to boat maintenance.  Additionally, the Standardization Team visits every lifeboat unit biannually to ensure the boats are operated and maintained in accordance with published standards.  The crews are observed by conducting drills to evaluate the unit’s training program. 
Because of the nature of the school’s unique mission, it is only natural that we attract the attention of the media.  The school gains not only national exposure, but has worked with several foreign film crews.  The school also hosts a multitude of magazine and newspaper reporters.  We are also a must stop attraction for many dignitaries and senior ranking military officials.
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  our seamen undertake an extensive qualification process once reporting aboard.  This includes Duty Driver, tower watch-stander and boat crewman.  When not working on these qualifications, their primary duty will be as a boat keeper of a 47’ MLB.  It is the hard working dedication of our deck/engineering department that insures that the schools boats are truly the standard which others are judged by.  Striking Boatswains Mate is an attainable goal for junior personnel assigned to NMLBS.  You will have the chance to work with some of the best surfman in the Coast Guard.  You will have many opportunities to learn from these experienced boat operators who will assist you if you choose to become a BM.
Typical FA/FN Job Assignment: Your job will mirror that of an MK3.  You will be expected to qualify tower watch-stander, small               
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boat crewman, and then on to boat engineer.  While not working on these quals, you will probably be assigned as a boat keeper to one of the school’s lifeboats.  You will have the opportunity to assist in many maintenance evolutions on all small boats assigned.  Striking Machinery Technician while assigned is possible.  You will have the chance to work with some of the Coast Guard’s best small boat engineers.  You will be limited only by your desire to advance and learn
Living Assignments:  Single non-rates generally will be housed in BEQ at Station Cape Disappointment.  The BEQ rooms are furnished with a bed, desk, and dresser.   You may temporarily have to berth in a TAD room until your room becomes available.  Once you are assigned to a permanent room, you may have a telephone and cable TV installed.  You should expect to live in the BEQ for six months.  If you have an opportunity to move off base, the command will have the final decision to authorize this.  Most single non-rates cannot afford to live on the open economy.  If you are reporting aboard with dependent(s), every effort will be made to move you into one of the government owned houses in the area.  If government owned housing is not available, it will be up to you to find a place to rent or to buy.  Your sponsor can help a great deal of housing concerns.  It is imperative that you make contact with the housing officer at station Cape Disappointment as soon as you receive your orders.  It may also be helpful to call and discuss housing availability with the housing officer if you do not have orders yet, but are sure you will receive them.  

Uniform of the Day:  For normal work days, the uniform is the ODU with unit ball cap, steel toed work boots, and foul weather parka.  Duty drivers may be required to wear Service dress blue, or tropical blue long.  As a general rule of thumb, if in doubt wear the Service Dress Blue.  SDB’s are worn for checking aboard this unit, unless otherwise directed.  

Additional Clothing recommendation:  Because of the wet windy weather in the Pacific Northwest, a warm outer coat that sheds water is a must. 

Average temperatures: Summer 53-69 degrees, Winter 37-51 degrees
Average yearly rainfall: 65” - 75”
Average number of days a year with rain: 191 days

.
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Watch type and duty rotation for Non-rates:  Non-rated personnel typically stand duty driver watch.  It is the duty driver that transports students and assigned personnel to and from the airport.  Generally this duty will be one-week per month.  This schedule is completely dependent upon the number of qualified duty drivers.
Underway Responsibilities:  As a qualified small boat crewman, you will have to ensure that all evolutions are carried out safely.  You will be the one physically doing the work on the deck.  This work could be anything from towing in a disabled vessel to picking people out of the water or searching for people in the water.  Fireman will also be considered small boat crewman unless qualified as an underway engineer.  If this qualification is obtained, then you will be responsible for the engines and all associated systems, as well as assisting on all deck evolutions. 
Reporting after hours: normally the school is open and staffed from 0730 local to 1400.  In the event the school is closed, weekend, holidays, you should report to the Officer of the Day at Station Cape Disappointment.  The station and the school are collocated.  Your reporting experience will run very smoothly if your sponsor knows when you are coming and how.  If needed, we can make arrangements to pick you up at the Portland International airport.  

Living on the Pacific Northwest coast means putting up with wet windy weather.  Although unusual, snow can fall several times a year in the winter months.  The record highs and lows are 72-79 degrees in the winter and 96-39 degrees in the summer months.  If you have a hard time with dark cold rainy days, this is not the place for you.  On the other hand, it is here that Mother Nature puts on some of her most spectacular displays of raw power- storm driven waves thunder along this coast with enough force to register on the earthquake censors several miles inland.  This is truly a unique place to observe some of the worst storms in the country come ashore.  It is these dangerous storms that give the lifeboat school its unique operating environment.  

Mutual Assistance:  Applications may be turned into the school’s Executive Petty Officer, or the school’s Commanding Officer.  If recommended, the application will be forwarded to Coast Guard Group Astoria for payment.  This process can be done rather quickly for emergency requests.  

Continuing Education:  Clatsop Community College is located in Astoria Oregon, about 20-mile drive from school.  Grays Harbor College also offers extension classes in the Ilwaco area.  

Unit rates:  Currently the majority of rates assigned to the school are Boatswains Mates and Machinery Technicians.  We also have an Electricians Mate, Storekeepers, and Yeoman assigned.  In addition the station has Food Service Technicians assigned.
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Location:  Astoria, Oregon can be reached with a 25-minute drive.  Astoria has several large chain stores such as: Fred Meyers, Costco, and Safeway.  Portland is a 2 and a half-hour drive and Seattle is 3 hours away.  The Long Beach peninsula has all the basic needs available without crossing the river, although many people prefer the variety and prices available in Astoria.  The majority of our medical and dental needs are taken care of at Coast Guard Group Astoria Medical Facility.  Instances requiring specialized care are either referred out to local physicians or to Madigan Army Hospital in Tacoma, WA.  Tacoma is a 2 1/2 hour drive.  Group Astoria is also our servicing Personnel Office and assists us with administrative functions.  

Religious Services:  Many religious denominations are present on the peninsula.  

General Comments:  The lifeboat school is a headquarters unit, although we receive many administrative support functions from Group Astoria.  The school is a highly visible Coast Guard Unit.  School personnel are expected to take extra care in wearing the uniform and general appearance.  We all hope that this will truly be a rewarding and satisfying tour for you, and your family and look forward to welcoming you aboard.  Once in receipt of orders, a sponsor will be assigned.  If the sponsor is not available when you call, please ask for the schools Yeoman.
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1. WELCOME ABOARD AND CONGRATULATIONS ON RECEIVING ORDERS TO THE
NATIONAL MOTOR LIFEBOAT SCHOOL (NMLBS).
2. NMLBS IS CO-LOCATED WITH CG STA CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE SOUTH END OF THE LONG BEACH PENINSULA NEAR THE MOUTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER IN ILWACO, WA.
3. OUR ORIGINS DATE TO 1968 WHEN THE THIRTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT RECOGNIZED A NEED FOR FORMAL TRAINING FOR THE THEN NEW 44 FOOT MOTOR LIFEBOAT (MLB).  ORIGINALLY IT WAS LITTLE MORE THAN SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF SURFMAN AT CG STATION CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT.  AS TIME PROGRESSED A CURRICULUM WAS DEVELOPED AND INSTRUCTORS WERE PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED.  IT BECAME A NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER AND ADOPTED ITS CURRENT NAME IN 1981.  IT IS THE ONLY SCHOOL FOR ROUGH WEATHER AND SURF RESCUE OPERATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES AND IS
RESPECTED INTERNATIONALLY AS A CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR HEAVY WEATHER BOAT OPERATIONS.  WE HAVE FIVE 47' MOTOR LIFEBOATS WITH WHICH WE CONDUCT COURSES IN HEAVY WEATHER OPERATIONS, MLB UNIT SUPERVISION AND MLB MAINTENANCE.
4. ILWACO IS ONE OF SEVERAL SMALL TOWNS ON THE LONG BEACH PENINSULA.  IT IS TWO HOURS DRIVING TIME TO PORTLAND, OR, AND THREE AND ONE HALF HOURS TO SEATTLE, WA.  WITH A POPULATION OF APPROX. 5000 PEOPLE, THE PRIMARY INDUSTRIES ON THE PENINSULA ARE TOURISM, FISHING AND OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
5. xxxxxxxxxxx IS YOUR SPONSOR.  YOUR SPONSOR CAN BE REACHED AT (360) 642-2384 EXT 4240. PLEASE CONTACT HER BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 1100 TO 1900 (EST) TO DISCUSS YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO NMLBS.  PROVIDE HER WITH A FIRM REPORTING DATE, YOUR MARITAL STATUS AND HOUSING NEEDS, AND A LEAVE ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER.  THE STA CAPE "D" HOUSING OFFICER (DC3 GAILEY) CAN BE REACHED AT (360) 642-2382. CCGD13 WORK-LIFE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE MANAGER (MR. SWEENEY) CAN BE
REACHED AT (206) 217-6615.
6. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL ENJOY YOUR ASSIGNMENT AT THE NATIONAL MOTOR LIFEBOAT SCHOOL.  WELCOME ABOARD.
7. M. C. RUSSELL, CWO3, USCG, COMMANDING OFFICER.
BT

