
                “We Can’t Afford Not To”
DATE SHEET FILLED Out: 24 October 2012      District 11    
	 
Welcome aboard CGC Stratton (WMSL-752)!  I hope you are excited by the prospect of sailing on one of the newest cutters in the fleet.  As the cutter’s crew, we are honored to carry on CAPT Dorothy C. Stratton’s legacy and look forward to living up to his reputation of integrity, innovation, and action as the longest serving Commandant during the years leading up to and including World War II.  As we transition from a time of rigorous testing and evaluation to a full operational status, we are reminded of Captain Stratton's greatest accomplishments, which centered around people, especially the creation of the SPARs.
If you are joining us for the next couple of years, you can anticipate a full schedule with unparalleled opportunities to see the world.  
If you are new to the Bay area, you have the fortune of being assigned to one of the premier areas of the country.  With an abundance of government housing, you avoid the biggest drawback to the area which is the high cost of housing.  This is a place of unparalleled natural beauty, with a sophisticated urban community that includes a phenomenal dedication to the arts and some of the best universities in the world.  For the sportsman you can enjoy activities like sailing, surfing, snowboarding, hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, or mountain biking.  If you are a fan of professional or college sports - you are at the center of the universe with the 49’ers, Raiders, Giants, A’s, Warriors, and Sharks all within an hour’s drive.  If you are a college sports fan, Cal and Stanford regularly turn out national level teams.  It’s vital that you contact your sponsor to help us work through the details of your reporting.  If you have not heard from us within 2 weeks of receiving your orders, please contact our Command Senior Chief at David.L.Stephens@uscg.mil to find out whom your sponsor is.
Sincerely,

Charlie Cashin
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 


 
UNIT MISSIONS: STRATTON’s primary missions include Law Enforcement (Counter Narcotics and Living Marine Resources), Search and Rescue, Defense Operations and Homeland Security.
ABOUT CAPT STRATTON: She became the first women to be accepted for service in the Women's Reserve of the Coast Guard soon after President Franklin Roosevelt signed an amendment to Public Law 773 that created a women's reserve program for the nation's oldest continuous-going sea service. Her transfer to the Coast Guard as the Director of that service's Women's Reserve occurred on 24 November 1942 and she was promoted to the rank of lieutenant commander. She made commander in December, 1943 and captain in February, 1944. One of her first contributions to the Coast Guard was creating the name SPAR for the Women's Reserve, which she discovered in the first letters of the Coast Guard's motto "Semper Paratus" and its English translation "Always Ready" In her memo to the Commandant, Vice Admiral Russell Waesche, she noted "The initials of [the Coast Guard's motto] are, of course, SPAR. Why not call the members of the Women's Reserve SPARs?. . . .As I understand it, a spar is. . .a supporting beam and that is what we hope each member of the Women's Reserve will be."

Captain Stratton oversaw the incredible growth of the program in a short span of time. During the remaining years of the war over 10,000 enlisted and 1,000 officers served their country in the SPARs. At the peak of Coast Guard strength in late 1944, one out of every 15 or 16 enlisted persons was a woman and one out of every 12 or 13 officers was a SPAR officer, the highest ratio of women-to-men of any of the armed services at that time. Enlisted SPARs served in thirty different Coast Guard ratings and many achieved the distinction of being promoted to first class or chief petty officers in their particular specialties. Large numbers were trained and qualified as radiomen and served with distinction in the communications service as well as other specialties such as yeoman, storekeeper, divers, parachute riggers, pharmacist's mates, printers, among others. The majority served in the continental U.S., freeing up men for combat duty but when Congress authorized the women of the naval services to serve outside the continental U.S., many SPARs did so.
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Crew:

109- 143 depending on mission
Length: 

418 FT
Displacement: 
4,500 LT

Speed: 

28 KTS
Endurance: 
60 Days
Range: 

12,000 NM
Propulsion: 
CODAG (Combined Diesel and Gas), 


1 Gas Turbine (30K HP), 2 Diesels (10K HP ea)
Aircraft: 

2 MCH,

Boats: 

2 SRP and 1 OTH-RHI
Armament: 
57mm gun and Gunfire Control System 


Close-In Weapons System, CWIS 1B


SLQ-32 Electronic Warfare System, 


SRBOC/NULKA countermeasures - chaff/decoy
 
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
COMMANDING OFFICER
Attn: (your name)

USCGC STRATTON (WMSL-752)

1 Coast Guard Island 
Alameda, CA 94501
HOME OF RECORD: Alameda, California
COMMERCIAL PHONE:  (510) 437-5800 
WEB SITE: http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/cgcStratton/
E-MAIL: Until you are assigned a sponsor you may contact YN1 Dodge at Johnnie.T.Dodge@uscg.mil 
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:    Your primary responsibilities will be qualifying in Lookout and Helmsman, damage control procedures and may include Helicopter tie-down and Cutter Rescue Swimmer. You will also on a daily basis participate in  operations of the STRATTON' s deck department such as small boat maintenance, painting, general cleaning, boarding team member, boat crewmember, linehandler, and messcook.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:     Your primary responsibilities will be assisting the engineering department in maintenance and repair of mechanical systems onboard ( Main propulsion, Auxiliary systems), qualifying in damage control procedures, messcook,, general cleaning, small boat engineer, and boarding team member.
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:   Inport engineering watchstander, messcook, 1 in 3 duty rotation until qualified.
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:   Inport engineering watchstander, messcook, 1 in 3 duty rotation until qualified.
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:   
Underway Watch assistant (lookout, helmsman), small boat operations and possibly a Boarding Team Member. 
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  
Engineering watch assistant, machinery maintenance, small boat operations and possibly a Boarding Team Member. 
REPORTING ABOARD:
When the cutter is in port, Stratton will be moored pier side at Coast Guard Island,  Alameda, Ca.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:     
BSU Alameda
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: If reporting within the United States, Tropical Blue Long with combination cover. If reporting to the unit in a foreign port, neat and presentable civilian clothing is required. 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:    ODU

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:   1 gym locker with additional lock box, storage space beneath rack (bring civilian attire for port calls), and a sea bag locker. 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURES IN HOMEPORT:         SUMMER 53-89       WINTER 37-62
UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP: Commanding Officer

                                                                 Attn: LTJG MILICI 






        USCGC STRATTON (WMSL-752)

                                                                  1 Coast Guard Island
                                                                   Alameda, CA 94501
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA?
Numerous colleges and vocational-technical schools, and online classes are also available. Columbia College has an office on base that offers online classes. Laney College is also a 5 minute drive from the base, located in Oakland.  
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, OS, YN, SK, ET, IT, IS, EM, DC, GM, HS, FS.
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE AT HOMEPORT:  Alameda (2 miles), Oakland (8 miles), San Francisco (14 miles).
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AT HOMEPORT AND DISTANCE:  Coast Guard Island, Alameda, and Travis AFB, Fair field CA 1-800-231-3075 (50 miles).
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY:  Coast Guard Island, Alameda Exchange, Travis AFB Commissary and Base Exchange (50 miles).
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  All.
COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  The entire  Pacific Theatre with port calls that may include San Diego, Kodiak, and Honolulu in the U. S., and foreign destinations such as  Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Guatemala, El Salvador and  Ecuador.
IS MESSING AVAILABLE? Yes, you will mess aboard.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDANTS LIVE? CG Owned Housing in Alameda, Concord or Novato. There is also housing in Dublin.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE?  Contact the BSU Alameda Housing Office. If necessary, contact your assigned sponsor for assistance.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS:  
Alameda: (510) 769-0831
Concord: (925) 685-6854
Novato: (415) 382-8584

AVERAGE COST OF TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $1400-$1800 without utilities, $1700-$2200 with utilities.  www.apartmentguide.com is a great site to get local apartment information. Local ZIP code is 94501.

ARE QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE FOR UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL?  Yes, both are available and mandatory for E-4 and below if available.
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE? 

Unaccompanied Personnel Housing on Coast Guard Island or Marina Village, Alameda which is approximately 4 miles from the base.
BAH RATES:
With Dependents:
Without Dependents:


E-2/E-3: $1917

E-2/E-3: $1437
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING?  The wait for housing can vary significantly depending on the amount of transfers that are being processed during your wait.  The wait has been seen as short as one month and as long as six or seven.
WHERE DO MOST ACCOMPANIED MEMBERS LIVE?  Government Owned Housing in Alameda, Concord or Novato.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE?  Numerous TRICARE authorized providers are located throughout the area. 
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE?
STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE? Yes
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  If you plan to utilize government quarters, you are strongly urged to make arrangements to have housing assigned before bringing dependents. Temporary quarters may be available in the Novato Housing Site at $25 per day.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD: between $2,500 and $3000 annually. 
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK?   Many banks are in the area including Sea West Federal Credit Union located on Coast Guard Island.
                                                            Sea West Coast Guard Federal Credit Union






   Alameda Coast Guard Island

                                            
   Foot of Dennison Street

                                             
   P.O. Box 5008
                                            
  Alameda, CA  94501-8505

                                             
  (510) 532-5160

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA? 
Numerous to include:

                                              
 
Alameda Town Center 

Southland Mall




          

 523 South Shore Center West
Hayward, CA 94544




          
 
Alameda, CA 94501

(510) 782-5050
SunValley Mall                                StoneRidge Mall

1 Sunvalley Mall                              One Stoneridge Mall

Concord, CA 94520                         Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 825-0400

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH BSU ALAMEDA WEB SITE:
http://www.uscg.mil/mlcpac/iscalameda
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: 
Being located near San Francisco ensures that you will have plenty to do on your off time.  The classic tourist attractions such as Alcatraz, Fisherman’s Wharf, and the Golden Gate Bridge have to be seen at least once.  If you’re looking for weekend trip opportunities, Monterey Bay and Lake Tahoe are just a couple of must see places within a few hours drive of the Bay Area.  You won’t be bored living here!
