UNIT NAME - U.S. COAST GUARD CAMSPAC 
DATE:  23 FEB 2011 DISTRICT: ELEVEN (11)
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MISSION
To deliver accurate long range and deployable communication services to the Coast Guard, Maritime Public, and Other Government Agencies. These unique capabilities are vital to Safety of Life at Sea, national security, and commerce in the maritime domain.

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  	(YOUR NAME)
	U. S. Coast Guard CAMSPAC
	17000 Sir Francis Drake Blvd
	P. O. Box 560
	Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

** Upon assignment to housing, mail is to be delivered to home address only **

COMMERCIAL PHONE NUMBER:  (415) 669-2047

FAX:  (415) 669-2072

WEB SITE: Internet - http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/camspac/
Intranet - http://cgweb.pacarea.uscg.mil/camspac/


TYPICAL SA/SN & FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Assist DC, MK & EM Shop personnel as needed.  (i.e. repairs, maintenance of equipment, grounds keeping) Mess cooking every 3rd or 4th month.

WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN:
After completing qualifications, member will stand a Duty Engineer watch for 7 days, about every 5 weeks.  Member will also be standing mess cooking duty for a month then have three months off.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Report with orders in hand to CWO Jardine at the Facilities Engineering site located in the town of Pt Reyes Station, (Click for map). CWO Jardine or his representative will contact admin and your sponsor to arrange for him/her to meet with you to begin your check-in sheet.  After hours contact the OOD/CWO at (415) 669-2047.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Unit Ball cap and Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  SDB or Tropical Blue.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Any other items needed, such as foul weather gear, coveralls, etc. will be issued upon arrival.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 	
Average High	Average Low	Mean Average
SUMMER		93			52			63
WINTER		59			46			52

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE:  YN1 Smith  (415) 669-2003

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:
Sonoma State University http://www.sonoma.edu/
(707) 664.2778 

College of Marin: http://www.marin.cc.ca.us/
Indian Valley Campus (415) 457-8811, ext. 7722
Kentfield Campus (415) 457-8811, ext 7722

RATINGS PRESENT AT THE UNIT:  DC, MK, EM, FS, OS, ET, IT, YN & SK

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  PETALUMA, CA or NOVATO, CA (Approximately 20 miles from CG Housing).

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  TRACEN Petaluma, approximately 20 miles from CG Housing.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:

EXCHANGE – TRACEN PETALUMA, Petaluma, CA.
COMMISSARY – TRAVIS AFB, Fairfield, CA.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Baptist, Baptist-American, Baptist-Garbc, Baptist Missionary, Baptist-Southern, Buddhist, Buddhist-Soto Zen, Calvary Chapel, Roman Catholic, Etc.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  

YN1 Rachel Smith,     (415) 669-2003 
YN2 Katherine Windt (415) 669-2005
YN3 Ashley Coker    (415) 669-2004


USEFUL INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:
WEAPONS

The command DOES NOT permit any weapons to be stored in the UPH.  Weapons may be kept in family housing, stored in a locked cabinet.  Discharging of any weapon is not permitted at any of the three sites or anywhere on CAMSPAC property.  Arrangements to store weapons at the TRACEN Petaluma Armory can be made by contacting ISC Alameda at (510) 437-3339.  Prior to bringing a weapon into California, you should become familiar with California’s laws on firearms.

ECONOMY

Marin County is rated as one of the most expensive counties to live in.  Affordable housing is very scarce in the area immediately surrounding Point Reyes Station and most families look in Petaluma and beyond.  Gas prices in Point Reyes Station are typically 10% higher then the $3.00-$3.75 you will find in the outlying areas like Petaluma and Santa Rosa.  The state sales tax is 7.5% on non-food items.  There is no regular public transportation to Point Reyes Station.  You are strongly encouraged to plan your finances accordingly prior to reporting aboard.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are several major banks in the area.  Here is a partial list.

Bank of America – http://www.bankofamerica.com or (415) 499-5151
Wells Fargo – www.wellsfargo.com or 1 (800) 225-5935
Bank of Petaluma – Point Reyes Station Branch or (415) 663-1713

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  SeaWest Federal Credit Union, TRACEN Petaluma, http://www.seawest.org or 800-732-9378


IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:
Northgate Mall is located in San Rafael (23 miles from CG Housing) and is a medium size indoor shopping mall.
Santa Rosa Mall (40 miles from CG Housing) and is a large size indoor shopping mall.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3
With Dependents			Without Dependents
			$1920				$1509
	
	






MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, all enlisted members receive Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS). Galley is located at the Facilities Engineering site and does a monthly charge for your selected meals.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  The Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (Barracks) has been closed.  Some family housing units in Point Reyes Station Housing have been converted to Unaccompanied Personnel Housing for single personnel. 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD: 
The State of California has an insurance website which allows you to comparison shop for insurance.  Use the link below for detailed information.
http://www.insurance.ca.gov

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Unit housing at Point Reyes Station, 2 members to a townhouse style home - UPH.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  Yes, as soon as possible.  Contact CWO Jardine at (415) 669-2110 for assistance with your housing assignment. 
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:
The average cost of a three bedroom / two bath apartment in the Petaluma, CA area is $1600.00 per month.  This does not include utilities, which do run high.  Here’s a web site with more information:  http://www.forrent.com

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, there is housing available both in Point Reyes Station and Novato, CA.

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:  None.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE NUMBER:  (415) 669-2110  FAX#  (415) 669-2133

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Most dependents live on the economy or Coast Guard Housing in either Point Reyes Station or Novato, all married members E6 and below will have a mandatory assignment to Government Quarters.  All E5 and below single members will be assigned to the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH) facility.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  Standard/ Prime /Extra

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  TRACEN Petaluma provides medical care to dependents on TRICARE STANDARD.

Tricare Prime is available in the Point Reyes Area.  Go to the below website, (use Commodore Webster Drive, Point Reyes Station, CA 94956 as your address).  There is a menu on the website that will help you find a doctor for your family.  Upon reporting you will be in Tricare West Region.  See the following Web Site for info:  
http://www.tricare.mil/
	
IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL: 
Shoreline School District
Grades K-8 
West Marin Elementary School
PO Box 300
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  (415) 663-1014

The school is just over the hill from housing units.  Children usually walk to and from school.  To accommodate any possible overflow from primary grades K-3, some children are bused to the elementary school in Inverness, CA.

Grades 9-12
Tomales High School
PO Box 198
Tomales, CA 94971  (707) 878-2286

The school is a 30 – minute bus ride from housing.  Bus service is provided both ways with an additional late afternoon bus for after school sports and activities.  Shoreline School District offices are closed for the month of July.  School usually resumes around Labor Day.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?
Contact CWO Jardine at (415) 669-2110, and determine how long it will be before housing is available.  Marin County is a HIGH COST AREA, and affordable housing may be hard to find.





A JUNIOR MEMBER’S DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

Upon getting my orders to CAMSPAC I was immediately apprehensive about what I was getting into. I remember thinking “CAMSPAC? What is a CAMSPAC?”  Just to clarify: yes, it’s a land unit. Nope, there aren’t any boats. We work Monday through Friday, 0700-1500-an awesome schedule that allows for plenty of extracurricular activities like College classes or the intramural sports at TRACEN Petaluma.   Duty isn’t bad, but it picks up more in the winter months than in the summer. And then there’s mess cooking which usually has a bad connotation, but it’s refreshingly consistent, and a nice way to get to know everyone at the unit.  Your job will consist of mowing, weed eating, landscaping and then once every couple of months depending on the rotation, dishwashing. Get ready for the best farmers tan of your life. 

CAMSPAC is a unique unit that has much to offer its nonrates. As a rather seasoned nonrate here, I now have the ability to efficiently work with various pieces of landscaping machinery, tractors, trailers, forklifts, and trucks. While these certainly are not traditional qualifications for a Coast Guardsman, I have found that the things I have learned here are beneficial and I will continue to use the knowledge I have gained. In addition, working with the MK’s, FS’s and sometimes the DC’s and EM’s gives us the opportunity to learn and grow in other areas including but not limited to working on engines, building projects, being the best dishwasher-ever, and in my particular case learning how to work on the equipment when it suddenly stops working whenever I touch it. 

While the Facilities Engineering Site is in a pretty remote area, perhaps more so than ideal for a new nonrate, there’s still plenty do to, and plenty to see. Beaches are usually quiet and short drive away, hiking trails are all over the place, there are numerous small-town explorations to be had and San Francisco is less than an hour away.  The weather is super mild, perhaps on the chilly side in the mornings and evenings, and the people here are friendly. Northern California is beautiful, and a great area to experience and explore. 

You will love your job, despite what you may have had your sights set on and you will love this unit. Good luck!


Britany Casey, FN, USCG 22JUN10
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SUBJ:  FA/SA xxxxxxxxxxxxx, USCG
1. WELCOME ABOARD COMMUNICATIONS AREA MASTER STATION PACIFIC (CAMSPAC)! YOUR SPONSOR WILL BE xxxxxxxxxx AND CAN BE CONTACTED AT (415) 669-2110. HE/SHE WILL ASSIST YOU IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE TO MAKE YOUR TRANSFER A SMOOTH ONE.  WHEN YOU TALK TO YOUR SPONSOR, PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR MARITAL STATUS.  IF FOR ANY REASON YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR, PLEASE CONTACT THE YN OFFICE AT (415) 669-2004. THE BEST TIME TO CONTACT YOUR SPONSOR IS 0700-1500 PACIFIC STANDARD TIME.
2. LOCATION: CAMSPAC IS LOCATED IN MARIN COUNTY, APPROXIMATELY 45 MILES NORTH OF DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO AND 20 MILES WEST OF PETALUMA.  OUR WEBSITE IS WWW.USCG.MIL/PACAREA/CAMSPAC/MENU.HTML.
CAMSPAC HAS A COMPLIMENT OF 120 OFFICERS AND CREW AND IS A
COMBINATION OF 3 SEPARATE SITES.  THE RECEIVER SITE (RX) IS LOCATED WITHIN THE POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE AT 17000 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD.  THE SITE CONSISTS OF AN ANTENNA FIELD AND 2 BUILDINGS WHICH HOUSE THE COMMAND STAFF, COMMUNICATIONS CENTER AND ELECTRONICS SHOP.  THE FACILITIES ENGINEERING SITE (FE) IS APPROXIMATELY 11 MILES INLAND FROM THE RECEIVER SITE ON COMMODORE WEBSTER DRIVE, IN THE TOWN OF POINT REYES STATION.  THE SITE CONSISTS OF FACILITIES
ENGINEERING, SUPPLY, THE CG DINING FACILITY, 36 TOWNHOUSES, AND AN 18 PERSON UPH.  THE TRANSMITTER SITE (TX) IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 15 MILES SOUTH OF POINT REYES STATION IN THE TOWN OF BOLINAS.  THE SITE CONSISTS OF AN ANTENNA FIELD AND 1 BUILDING.
3. PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING ABOARD: YOU MUST REPORT IN TROPICAL BLUE LONG TO THE FACILITIES ENGINEERING SITE (FE) WITH ORDERS IN HAND TO CWO ALAN JARDINE.  CWO JARDINE OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE WILL CONTACT ADMIN AND YOUR SPONSOR TO ARRANGE FOR HIM/HER TO MEET YOU TO BEGIN YOUR CHECK-IN SHEET.  IF YOU REPORT AFTER HOURS CALL THE OOD/CWO AT (415) 669-2047.
4. WORK LIFE STAFF: THE ISC ALAMEDA RELOCATION ASSISTANCE MANAGER WILL PROVIDE A WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE WITH RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO ASSIST YOU IN RELOCATING.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR DO NOT RECEIVE THE PACKAGE, YOU MAY CONTACT CJ JOHNSON (510) 437-5922.
5. OMBUDSMAN: THE OMBUDSMAN FOR CAMSPAC IS STEPHANIE WILLIAMS , (415) 663-9598 (CAMSPACOMBUDSMAN@GMAIL.COM).  THE OMBUDSMAN IS THE POINT OF CONTACT BETWEEN CAMSPAC AND THE DEPENDENT FAMILY MEMBERS.  STEPHANIE IS MORE THAN WILLING TO ASSIST YOU.
6. OUR MAILING ADDRESS:
COMMANDING OFFICER
U. S. COAST GUARD
COMMUNICATIONS AREA MASTER STATION PACIFIC
17000 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD
POINT REYES STATION, CA 94956
PERSONAL MAIL WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED AT CAMSPAC FOR THE FIRST 60 DAYS FROM REPORTING.  UPON ASSIGNMENT TO QUARTERS, MEMBERS SHOULD CHANGE THEIR MAILING ADDRESS TO THEIR HOME ADDRESS FOR PERSONAL MAIL.
7. I AM CONFIDENT YOU WILL FIND YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT BOTH
CHALLENGING AND REWARDING.  I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU
PERSONALLY, AND TO YOUR HELP IN MAKING CAMSPAC THE PREMIER COMMS SERVICE PROVIDER FOR OUR CUSTOMERS.
CDR CARY PORTER, CO, SENDS.
BT
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