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USCG AIR STATION LOS ANGELES
UNIT INFORMATION
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Updated: November 15, 2012 / Pacific Area / District 11

Unit Name:  USCG AIR STATION LOS ANGELES	 

Unit Mailing Address:  This address is for official correspondence; please do not forward your personal mail.
COMMANDING OFFICER
USCG AIR STATION LOS ANGELES
7159 WORLD WAY WEST
LOS ANGELES, CA 90045-5824

Unit Location:  Los Angeles International Airport, Los Angeles, CA  

Station Phone:  (310) 417-9601   FAX: (310) 417-9625

Website:   http://www.uscg.mil/d11/airstaLA/Default.asp

Air Station Los Angeles Missions:  Search and Rescue, Enforcement of Laws and Treaties, Protection of Marine Fisheries and Mammals, Maritime Homeland Security, National Defense, and Public Affairs.

Welcome Aboard messages:  Messages are sent to each newly assigned member.  If you haven’t received your message shortly after receiving orders, please contact the station Administration Office for assistance at (310) 417-9623.  If you are unable to contact the office via phone, send an email to YN2 Emmanuel “Manny” Benitez (Emmanuel.benitez@uscg.mil).  Ask for the name of your sponsor and inform us if you have not received your message. 

Information A Newly Arriving Member Should Know:  Air Station Los Angeles is a great unit!  When conducting check out interviews, the people who are leaving consistently say the best thing about our unit are the people.  You will find your shipmates helpful and excited about the job we do.  Los Angeles is a great place to live with plenty to do in the local area.  You can expect to work hard, have fun and enjoy your tour.  

Ombudsman: The Ombudsman is the station’s official liaison between your family and the command. She/he is usually a spouse who has considerable knowledge of Coast Guard routine and possesses maturity and common sense. Questions or problems encountered by our families (i.e. spouses, children, and parents) can go to the Ombudsman who can offer support and guidance. Also, the Ombudsman communicates information from Command directly to our families.  When the deployed crews are away from station, the Ombudsman is a valuable resource for our families.  Currently our ombudsman is Mrs. Stephanie Jewell who can be contacted at (252) 305-6555
or ombudsmanLAairsta@gmail.com. She is a great resource for questions about local family life, support, and many other issues.





REPORTING ABOARD

Procedures for Reporting:  The uniform for reporting in is Tropical Blue.  Call the unit at (310) 417-9601 and advise your sponsor and Leading Chief (LCPO) of your arrival date and plans.  Upon arrival you can expect to be met by your sponsor, he/she will assist you getting settled in.  If you report after the normal workday, your sponsor may not be on board, but the Watch Captain will help you until your sponsor returns.  Your sponsor will assist you in your check-in process ensuring that you have met with the appropriate personnel.  The check-in process can take up to 10 days. It is standard practice to introduce our new shipmates at quarters and see that they meet with their Department Head, the Executive Officer, and the Commanding Officer as soon as practical.


Is it Advisable to Bring Dependents Along When Reporting?  New personnel should transfer their families with them to the area, however, when initially checking into the station please do not bring family members onboard the unit until check-in process is complete.

Unit Mutual Assistance Rep/Phone #: Personnel Officer / (310) 417-9663.  Ensure you see your YN to get advanced DLA and TLE funds, as applicable, to arrive in the Los Angeles area with no less than $2500 for a hotel, apartment deposits, and living expenses. It is not advisable to obtain a mutual assistance loan this early in a career unless absolutely necessary. You should be able to procure enough funds via the PCS entitlements process.


WORK AND CREW

Typical SA/SN or FA/FN Job Assignment:  Station Public Works/ Facility Engineering, Operations Center Watch stander 
Airman Program: Members assigned to the Airman program will be assigned to Aviation Engineering Division and will be assigned duties based on the current Airman Training Syllabus.  

Ratings Present at Unit:  SK, DC, YN, AET, AST and AMT.

Uniform normally worn during the workday:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)

Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  Personnel will stand an Operations Center watch, Duty Driver; standing watch on a 1-in-4 rotation once qualified.


LOCAL INFORMATION AND HOUSING

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Average High Temperature:  SUMMER: 80°F / WINTER: 65°F 

Nearest Airports:
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX)
1 World Way, Los Angeles, CA 90045 
310-646-5252

Nearest Military Facilities:
LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE BASE
200 N. Douglas St. El Segundo, CA  90245
http://www.losangeles.af.mil/ 



Location of Nearest Exchange and Commissary:
LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE BASE
200 N. Douglas St. El Segundo, CA  90245
http://www.losangeles.af.mil/

Local Banks:  Most members choose to stay with their home bank; however, Wells Fargo (www.wellsfargo.com), Bank of America (www.bankofamerica.com) and Chase (www.chase.com) are in the area and are popular.

Is There a Credit Union In The Area?  Yes – Many.

Rate of Auto Insurance for Typical 18-20 YR Old:
Single Male:      $125/month
Single Female:  $125/month 

Rate of Auto Insurance for Typical Young Family: $200/month

Schools: There are numerous schools in our local area.
http://notebook.lausd.net/schoolsearch/search.jsp

Where Do Most Dependents Receive Medical Care?  
LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE BASE
200 N. Douglas St. El Segundo, CA  90245
http://www.losangeles.af.mil/

What Level of TRICARE Is Available?  Prime
Triwest website: http://www.triwest.com/ 

Nearest TRICARE servicing center:
LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE BASE TRICARE Service Center 
348 West Orbital Loop, CBSC Room C2-318 
Los Angeles AFB, El Segundo, CA 90245
1-888-874-9378
http://www.losangeles.af.mil/

Nearest Pharmacy:
LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE BASE

Is United Concordia Dental available? Yes, Numerous Dentists are available throughout the area.

Continuing education available in the area: There are many choices in the LAX area, including Santa Monica CC, El Camino CC, and National University. 

Religious Denominations in the Area:  All denominations are available.

Local area helpful websites:
Sector San Diego Homeport Site - https://homeport.uscg.mil/mycg/portal/ep/portDirectory.do?tabId=1&cotpId=3 
City of LA website - www.lacity.org
LA.com – www.la.com 
Los Angeles Convention and Visitors Bureau - http://discoverlosangeles.com/ 
California Travel Guide - http://www.go-california.com/ 


MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: No.

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available: No.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Quarters and/or Barracks Available:  No, there is limited berthing reserved for duty crew and watch-standers only. 

Where Will a Single Non-Rate Likely Live?  Members must acquire rental (apartment or house) in the local area.  The South Bay area, which includes El Segundo, Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, Redondo Beach and Torrance, is recommended due to its proximity to the Air Station as well as everything it has to offer in the way of beaches, restaurants and stores.  The BAH Rate without dependents for E-2/3 is $1470(2011). The COLA Rate without dependents for E-2/E-3 is $18(2011).

Should member submit Housing application to housing office? Although Unaccompanied Personnel Housing is not available, members are required to submit a Housing application form to the military housing office in order to start BAH.  This will normally be completed during the check-in with the unit Yeoman.

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Average Cost of Two Bedroom Apartment In The Area: $1,500 - $2,000 / month with or without utilities.  Free websites for local apartments in the area: www.forrent.com, www.rent.com (local zip code is 90045). Helpful paid websites are: www.westsiderentals.com and www.4rentinla.com .

BAH Rates Can Be Found At: http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/perdiem/bah.html 

BAH rate for an E-2/E-3 WITH Dependents:   $1932.  Cola is $24 (As of 2011)
         
Is leased housing available?  No.

Is government owned housing available? Yes. Government housing is available in San Pedro at Fort MacArthur and in Seal Beach. Contact Housing Office for options.  Housing Office phone number:   (310) 521-6140 

Average Wait for Housing:  Wait times will vary throughout the year.  Additionally, waits can vary from no wait to 18 months dependent upon housing area, floor plan, and time of year.  It’s best to contact the housing office for current information.

Housing Office Phone:  (310) 521-6140

Where Do Most Dependents Live? Most members with dependents live on the economy, in rental property, in the South Bay region.

Housing Note:  Although the LA area is considered a high cost area, you can afford to live here.  There are several locations to choose from that will not only meet our housing needs, but will also meet the needs of your family.  We receive a Cost of Living Allowance along with Basic Allowance for Housing which will cover a large portion of your out of pocket expenses if you decide to rent.  Some leasing offices or landlords, however, may require you to pay a deposit and last month’s rent in addition to your first month’s rent at the time you sign your lease.  These expenses should be kept in mind when planning for the move. Also, keep in mind commuting times can vary greatly depending on time of day, and can add considerable  impacts to quality of life as housing locations range farther from the unit.



STATION HISTORY

U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Los Angeles is located at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).  The unit started as an aviation detachment in 1962 with two HO-4s helicopters and has since grown to a station supporting four MH-65 "Dolphin" Helicopters.  Air Station Los Angeles maintains a Search and Rescue helicopter 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and is responsible for protecting the coastal area of Southern California from Dana Point to Morro Bay.   On average, 200 SAR (search and rescue) cases are prosecuted every year.  In addition to SAR, Air Station LA helicopters provide Homeland Security Patrols for the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, and Port Hueneme in Ventura County. 
The Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach comprise the largest cargo seaport in the United States and the fifth busiest in the world moving over 15 million containers every year.  In Addition to container traffic, the seaport is also the largest Cruise Ship port on the west coast. Additional Homeland Security responsibilities include the over water approach and departure corridors for Los Angeles International Airport, which handles more international flights than any other airport in the country. Over 60 million passengers and 1.8 million tons of cargo travel through LAX each year. Finally, Air Station Los Angeles helicopters and personnel protect the ecologically rich waters surrounding the Channel Islands National Parks.


OTHER INFORMATION



Red Cross:  Family members should contact the International Red Cross for notification of an emergency at home.  You should ensure your family has the station’s address, phone numbers and ombudsman information handy.  Notifying the Red Cross is an important step notifying you of an emergency situation at home.
Phone: 310-445-9900. Web site: http://www.redcrossla.org

Earthquake Preparedness:  Earthquakes are a real and natural threat at anytime within California. We just don’t know when the next one will hit or how strong and damaging it may be.  Use the following websites to help you make a plan for you and your family, develop disaster kits, and know how to respond when the next one comes along. 
-The Great California Shakeout; a statewide earthquake drill: http://www.shakeout.org/ 
-Red Cross: http://www.redcross.org/portal/site/en/menuitem.86f46a12f382290517a8f210b80f78a0/?vgnextoid=3750a5f0f013b110VgnVCM10000089f0870aRCRD&vgnextfmt=default 
-Los Angeles Fire Department Earthquake Prep Book:  http://lafd.org/eqbook.pdf 
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