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USCG Group/Air Station Humboldt Bay
UNIT INFORMATION
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Unit Name:	Group/Air Station Humboldt Bay 

Personal Mailing Address:	Your Name
	USCG Group/Air Station Humboldt Bay
	1001 Lycoming Way
	McKinleyville, CA 95519

Base Phone:	(707)839-6103	Fax: (707)839-6129

Website:  http://www.uscg.mil/d11/grphumboldtbay/

Welcome Aboard Packages: In-depth Welcome Aboard packages are available by emailing YN1 Brian Spina (brian.j.spina@uscg.mil).

REPORTING ABOARD

Procedures for Reporting:  The uniform for reporting in is Tropical Blue Long (with combination cover).  Call your sponsor and advise them of your arrival date and plans.  If you are flying into Arcata, your sponsor will arrange for someone to pick you up at the airport and bring you to the base.  
	Upon arrival you can expect to be met by your sponsor, he/she will assist you in locating your assigned berthing and help you get settled in.  Your sponsor will assist you with your check in process ensuring that you have met with the appropriate personnel. 
	It is standard practice to introduce our new shipmates at quarters and see that they meet with their Department Head, the Executive Officer, and the Commanding Officer with-in 48 hours of reporting.

Special Procedures for Reporting after Normal Workday:  If you report after the normal workday, your sponsor may not be on base, but the Base Duty Officer (BDO) will help you until your sponsor returns. Contact the Base Duty Officer via (707)502-5987.

Is it Advisable to Bring Dependents Along When Reporting?  New personnel should transfer their families with them to the area, however, when initially checking into the base please do not bring family members until the check-in process is complete.



WORK AND CREW

Typical SN/FN Job Assignment:  Non-rated personnel other than Airman are assigned to the Group Engineering / MAA Division taking care of the various unit facilities.  Opportunities exist to strike for various rates.  Airmen are assigned to Aviation Engineering.

Ratings Present at Unit: AET, AMT, AST, BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, GM, HS, IT, MK, OS, SK and YN.

Striking a Rate:  The Coast Guard allows Firemen and Seamen to advance to petty officer in certain ratings through “on the job training”, called striking, in lieu of formal schools.  A non-rate can strike: Boatswains Mate (BM), Damage Controlman (DC), Food Service Specialist (FS), Machinery Technician (MK), or Store Keeper (SK).  If not striking a rate, many Fireman and Seaman apply for an “A” school in their desired rate, or pursue distance learning as a Yeoman (YN).  With a wide variety of opportunities, Group/Air Station Humboldt Bay is a great training platform.

Uniform normally worn during the workday:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).

Type and Duty Rotation for non-rates:  There is currently no duty standing for SN/FN.  Members in the Airman program stand duty with Air Station personnel.

LOCAL INFORMATION AND HOUSING


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Average Temperature:		SUMMER: 70°F (high) & 60°F (low)
				WINTER:   55°F (high) & 40°F (low)

Nearest Cities:
Eureka, CA (16 mi)
Redding, CA (144 mi)
San Francisco, CA (287 mi)

Nearest Airports:
Arcata Airport
	Directions to Group/Air Station – Depart Airport lot, make a right onto Airport Rd. Make the next right on Coast Guard Drive, followed by immediate left onto Lycoming Way.  Group/Air Station is at the end of the road.  The gate on the right has a call button to the Command Center.

Nearest Military Facilities:
CG Island (Alameda, CA) – 295 mi
Travis Air Force Base – 302 mi

Location of Nearest Exchange and Commissary:
CG Exchange – CG Island (295 mi)
Large Military Exchange & Commissary – Travis Air Force Base (302 mi)

Local Banks:  Most members choose to stay with their home bank, however, Wells Fargo (www.wellsfargo.com), Bank of America (www.bankofamerica.com) and several local banks are in the area and are popular.

Is There a Credit Union In The Area?:  Yes- several local credit unions are available.

Where Do Most Dependents Receive Medical Care?  Military dependents rely on local medical providers.  There is a small medical facility on base for Active Duty Personnel.

What Level of TRICARE Is Available?  Standard or Prime

Continuing education available in the area:  Local higher education opportunities are available at Humboldt State University (approx 8,000 students, 44 baccalaureate degree majors, 12 graduate programs) and the College of the Redwoods (community college, associate degree and certification programs).

Religious Denominations in the Area:  All denominations are available.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Quarters and/or Barracks Available:  Yes, barracks on base, unaccompanied personnel housing and government owned family housing.  There is often a significant wait for unaccompanied personnel housing. Family housing is generally available when needed. Contact the housing officer, 707-839-6128, for a family housing application.

Where Will a Single Non-Rate Likely Live?: Non rated personnel should expect to move into the barracks while they wait for an unaccompanied personnel housing unit to become available or to be granted a Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) and move onto the economy.

Is Leased Housing Available?  No

Where Do Most Dependents Live?  CG Owned Housing in Eureka, or on the local economy.  

Average Wait for Housing:  3 months for UPH or BAH. 6 months for family housing.

Housing Office Phone:  (707) 839-6128

Housing Note:  Although California is considered a high cost area, you can afford to live here.  There are several locations to choose from that will not only meet our housing needs, but will also meet the needs of your family.  We receive a Cost of Living Allowance along with Basic Allowance for Housing which will cover a large portion of your out of pocket expenses if you decide to rent or buy.

Average Cost of Two Bedroom Apartment In The Area: $890/month without utilities.

BAH Rates Can Be Found At: http://perdiem.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/


OTHER INFORMATION

Group/Air Station Humboldt Bay’s Missions:  
	Search and Rescue, Enforcement of Laws and Treaties, Protection of Marine Fisheries and Mammals, Maritime Homeland Security and National Defense.

Information A Newly Arriving Member Should Know:  Humboldt County is known for its mild year-round climate, 150 miles of coastline, tall redwood trees, six wild rivers offering swimming, rafting and some of the best trout and salmon fishing in the world, as well as its nearly 4,000,000 acres of mountains and coastline reserved in State and National Parks.  The natural beauty of Humboldt County is awesome and is enhanced by the ease of living here.  Most activity focuses around the Humboldt Bay, which is the central point of much of Humboldt's industrial, commercial and governmental activities. 

Ombudsman:  The Ombudsman is the ship’s official liaison between your family and the command.  She/he is usually a spouse who has considerable knowledge of Coast Guard routine and possesses maturity and common sense.  Problems encountered by our families (i.e. spouses, children, parents) can go to the Ombudsman who can offer support and guidance.  Our ombudsman humbay.ombudsman@gmail.com.  She is a great resource for questions about local family life, support, and many other issues.

Messing Availability: Yes, Group/Air Station has a galley that serves three meals a day every day at the government meal rate.  
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