Full House

   The Yard’s shiplift was near capacity with four cutters undergoing dry-dock work during the last week of September.  Pictured clockwise (far right to far left) are TAMPA, a 270' WMEC from Portsmouth, VA; IDA LEWIS, a 175' WLM homeported in Newport, RI; IBIS, an 87' WPB from Cape May, NJ, and WILLOW, a 225' WLB homeport-ed in Newport, RI.  TAMPA is undergoing the Coast Guard’s Mission Effectiveness Project while the other cutters are in the Yard for scheduled routine dry-dock availabilities.

   Captain Murphy received the following message from CDR Owen Gibbons, Commanding Officer of the Cutter WILLOW, on October 12th.  The Commander’s communication read: “I wanted to mention how impressed I was watching the hustle of the Outside Machine Shop and riggers this weekend.  Before the sun came up on Saturday, they were elbows deep simultaneously hanging WILLOW’s props, IDA’s Z-drives, and working IBIS’s underwater body. It was a sight to behold.  (The) crew set their sights on completing specific jobs both days, and I believe they stayed past their expected knock-off time each day to make sure they hit their target before heading home - especially noteworthy considering the holiday weekend.  I trust that you will have an opportunity to pass my thanks along to those folks who invested much of their weekend into moving WILLOW along.  We sincerely appreciate it.”
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