Renewable Energy Achievements Recognized

Yard Receives Federal Energy and Water Management Award

(Adapted from USCG “Energy and Fuel Matters” eNewsletter; Vol 1, Issue 1)

   In August, the Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP) announced the recipients of the 2010 Federal Energy and Water Management Awards that recognize individuals, groups, and agencies for their outstanding contributions in the areas of energy efficiency, water conservation, and the use of advanced and renewable energy technologies at federal facilities. The Yard received the Renewable Energy Award for Small Groups for design and operation of the Coast Guard’s first Landfill Gas Renewable Energy Center.  Rick Eschenbach, LCDR Ted Fowles, Pam Komer, Jesse Maestas, and CDR John Slaughter were recognized during the award presentation.

   
   On Earth Day 2009, construction of the Coast Guard Renewable Energy Center (REC) was completed, signifying a major milestone in the largest renewable energy project in USCG history.  The project is a collaborative effort among the Coast Guard, the City of Baltimore, and Ameresco Federal Solutions.

   
   The REC is a 4 MW combined heat and power plant fueled by landfill gas (LFG) from the nearby, city-owned Quarantine Road Sanitary Landfill.  LFG is a natural by-product of the decomposition of solid waste, containing greenhouse gases such as methane and carbon dioxide.  The REC facility generates both electricity and steam for Yard operations, while preventing these environmentally harmful gases from entering the atmosphere.  In addition, the removal of 4 MW of electric power from the grid will help stabilize the City’s utility infrastructure during periods of peak demand.

   
   From an environmental perspective, operation of the REC will eliminate harmful greenhouse gases at a rate equivalent to removing 33,000 cars every year from local roadways.  As the largest renewable energy project in Coast Guard history, it will meet the renewable energy requirements of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 for the entire Department of Homeland Security through 2012.

   
   The project has also been recognized by the Coast Guard with an Environmental Award for Community Outreach, won the Department of Homeland Security Innovative Procurement Method Award in 2008, and was recently recognized by the Secretary of Homeland Security as one of a dozen successful projects department-wide under the efficiency review effort.  This project has brought tremendous attention to the Coast Guard and Department of Homeland Security and is a tangible way to demonstrate that renewable energy generation is both effective and affordable.
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Left to right: Richard Kidd, Program Manager, Federal Energy Management Program, DOE; Donald Bathurst, Chief Administrative Officer, DHS; Jeffery Orner, Deputy Assistant Commandant for Engineering and Logistics, USCG; Danny Gore, Energy Program Manager, USCG; Jesse Maestas, URS; Pam Komer, USCG; Rick Eschenbach,Yard; Dr. Kathleen Hogan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, DOE (Award recipients not pictured: LCDR Ted Fowles, Yard; CDR John Slaughter, Yard)
