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Paul Topping is Manager, Environmental Protection, with Marine Safety at Transport Canada's 
Headquarters in Ottawa.  He joined Transport Canada in November 2007 and manages a 
regulatory program dealing with environmental issues facing marine shipping, including 
preventing pollution, reducing greenhouse gases, managing ballast water, and recycling of old 
ships.   
 
Mr. Topping holds a degree in honours biology from the University of Waterloo. He has held 
positions at Environment Canada for 18 years on waste management and marine environmental 
protection issues, often working with the marine industry, Transport Canada, other departments 
and international organizations.  A long-serving Canadian delegate to the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) Marine Environmental Protection Committee, he currently chairs 
IMO's Review of MARPOL Annex V and represents Canada in discussions on IMO's emerging 
greenhouse gas framework and the new Convention on ship recycling.   
 
 


