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Dr. John P. Holdren is Assistant to the President for Science and Technology and Director of the 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.   
 
Trained in aerospace engineering and theoretical plasma physics at MIT and Stanford, he is a 
member of the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, as well as a foreign member of the Royal Society of 
London and a former President of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.   
 
Prior to joining the Obama administration, he was a professor in both the Kennedy School of 
Government and the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at Harvard, as well as 
Director of the Woods Hole Research Center.   From 1973 to 1996 he was on the faculty of the 
University of California, Berkeley, where he co-founded and co-led the interdisciplinary 
graduate-degree program in energy and resources. 
 
 


