Protect Important Records from Disaster
Personal identification and proof of finances and insurance are valuable records, particularly during an emergency when electronic verification may not be available. Make gathering and protecting important family documents part of your emergency planning. Keeping copies in your emergency kit will give you and your family quicker access to important resources in an emergency.

If possible, in addition to hard copies of all important records—personal, financial, and insurance-related—make electronic copies as well and store them on CD in a waterproof/fireproof container with your family’s emergency preparedness kit.

Include the following important documents:

· Personal:

· Military ID and Social Security card(s)
· Birth certificate(s), marriage license, divorce records

· Passport(s), citizenship papers

· Vehicle registration/ownership records

· Medical records

· Will(s)/power(s) of attorney (personal/property)

· Financial

· All income records (including government benefits, child support, and alimony)

· Bank/credit union and credit/debit card statements

· Utility bills and mortgage statement or lease

· Tax statements/returns, investment/retirement accounts

· Insurance

· Health insurance card(s)
· Insurance statements (property, rental, auto, and life)

Be “Always Prepared”

Get a kit. Make a plan. Be informed. You can find more tips on preparing for emergencies on the Coast Guard’s Work-Life website at www.uscg.mil/worklife/???.asp.
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