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Media Advisory
May 10, 2002

COAST GUARD PUBLISHES RULE PROPOSING REVISIONS TO SALVAGE AND FIRE FIGHTING REQUIREMENTS FOR TANK VESSELS CARRYING OIL.

Today, the United States Coast Guard announced that it is seeking comments on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published in the May 10, 2002 Federal Register. The proposed rule would revise the salvage and firefighting requirements for tank ships and tank barges transporting oil in bulk as cargo.

The revisions clarify the salvage and marine firefighting services that must be identified in a vessel response plan to ensure an effective response to an incident. The proposed rule would also establish specific response time requirements for those salvage and marine firefighting services.

General requirements for salvage and firefighting services were first published in 1993 as part of the U.S. Coast Guard’s tank vessel response plan regulations under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990.  The Coast Guard monitored response plan development and realized that there was a great disparity in the means by which response planholders were preparing to meet these requirements.   To improve consistency and to develop the more specific requirements envisioned in the original regulations, the Coast Guard organized workshops to obtain input from a wide range of stakeholders.  The proposed rule is the result of these workshops. 

Rear Admiral Paul J. Pluta, Assistant Commandant for Marine Safety, Security and Environmental Protection, stressed, “The focus of this proposed rule is on public safety and environmental protection. It is designed to put measures in place that will prevent or significantly reduce the amount of oil spilled due to accidents or fire.  This ensures that our marine environment is protected while it continues to provide commercial and recreational value for the many families and businesses that use it each day.”

 Comments must be received no later than August 8, 2002.  The published notice provides instructions on the procedures for providing comments.

In addition the Coast Guard noted, that it will hold public meetings on these proposed regulations. The meeting dates will be will be published in the Federal Register at least 30 days prior to the scheduled meetings. 

For more information please contact LT Douglas Lincoln, 202-267-0448 in the Office of Response, Coast Guard Headquarters or Dorothy Beard, 202-366-5149. Chief Dockets, Department of Transportation.
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For more vessel response plan information see websites at:

http://www.uscg.mil/vrp/…or … http://dms.dot.gov/ - Docket No. USCG-1998-3417
_1074333100.bin

