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Dear Facility Plan Holder:

I am writing to update you on the implementation schedule of the revised 2001 Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) Guidelines, which can be found at the VRP website www.uscg.mil/vrp.  The schedule has been delayed as the Coast Guard continues to work with OSROs to process reclassifications and reach consensus on a few outstanding technical issues.  A final classification matrix is now scheduled for posting no sooner than October 2002.  Plan holders will have 90 days to submit plan changes to the Coast Guard.  Plan holders will be expected to operate in full compliance with the new guidelines as soon as January 1, 2003. The Coast Guard will review plan submissions and issue new response plan approval letters within six months of receiving plan changes.   Existing Captain of the Port (COTP) zone approval letters will remain valid throughout the Coast Guard’s review period. This timeline for completion of reclassification will be updated periodically on the VRP website.

Plan holders are ultimately responsible for ensuring response resource adequacy.  We encourage you to stay in touch with your OSROs to ensure continued response coverage in your plan under the revised Guidelines.  In addition to OSRO reclassification, plan holders should be especially familiar with two changes to the OSRO Guidelines that are expected to impact response plans: 1) Alternate Classification Cities and 2) submission of detailed AMPD information.  These issues are outlined in enclosure (1).  


If you have any questions regarding the issues outlined above as they relate to your FRP, please call XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.













Sincerely,

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Commanding Officer/Commander,
U. S. Coast Guard
Marine Safety Office/Activities XXXXXXXXX


Encl:   (1) FRP Requirements under the Revised OSRO Guidelines
 


FRP Requirements 
under the Revised OSRO Guidelines


AMPD Response Coverage Information - Under the new OSRO Guidelines, the NSFCC will no longer classify OSROs for AMPD coverage.  Classification of AMPD planning at the national level has not provided an opportunity for a realistic and accurate examination of local capability.  A more refined evaluation can be conducted at the field level where Coast Guard personnel have better area and resource familiarity.  Plan holders should expect a focused approach from Coast Guard Marine Safety Office personnel who will verify AMPD compliance through spot checks, transfer monitors and the government-initiated unannounced exercise program.  As always, the responsibility for meeting AMPD requirements falls on the shoulders of the plan holder.  Plan holders will be required to certify that they have arranged for adequate AMPD coverage by providing the following information in their plan:

a.  MTR Facility Name
b.  AMPD response provider name
c.  Whether response deployment personnel are located at the equipment site or on recall
d.  The physical location (street) address from which each type of AMPD equipment - boom, skimmers, temporary storage - will be dispatched in the event of an oil spill

Plan holders may provide the required information in any format.  The Coast Guard has developed a sample template that may be used by the plan holder.  It will be provided in a future mailing and will also be available for downloading from the VRP website, www.uscg.mil/vrp, under the link to Regulatory Updates, Revised OSRO Guidelines – AMPD Information.  A plan holder should provide this information for each AMPD provider listed in the plan.  This information will be evaluated by COTP personnel to determine whether a plan holder’s AMPD OSRO can meet the regulatory timeframes.

The response plan regulations state that AMPD response personnel should be notified and mobilized (underway) within a timeframe sufficient to enable them to reach the transfer site within 1 hour for boom and 2 hours for other oil recovery equipment.  The following planning assumptions apply: 

( Travel times of 5 knots over the water and 35 miles per hour over land;
( Notification/mobilization will be completed within 30 minutes for detection of a spill, leaving ½ hour to arrive on scene with boom and 1½  hour with an oil recovery device;
( Boom and associated response personnel must be located within 18 miles for on-shore transfer sites and within 3 miles for on-water sites;
( Skimmers and other recovery equipment must be within 53 miles for on-shore transfer sites and within 8 nm for on-water transfer sites;
( If AMPD equipment is located beyond the above specified distances, the plan holder shall be considered inadequate unless they can demonstrate otherwise.
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