Casualty Definitions

Deceased. (Reference: DOD Instruction 1300.18).  A casualty status applicable to a person who is either known to have died, determined to have died on the basis of conclusive evidence, or declared to be dead on the basis of a presumptive finding of death. The recovery of remains is not a prerequisite to determining or declaring a person deceased.  U7065, Flag signs ITA.  

Identification of Remains. (Reference: Coast Guard Medical Manual, chapter 5) Identification of remains may be established by DNA, marks and scars, dental records, fingerprints, and personal recognition. In questionable cases, a Dental Officer shall examine the remains and record observations on a SF-603, Dental Record for comparison with other available records. 

Very Seriously Ill or Injured (VSI). (Reference: DOD Instruction 1300.18).  The casualty status of a person whose illness or injury is such that medical authority declares it more likely than not that death will occur within 72 hours. U7270, DAO may sign ITA per RADM May 5200 Memo signed 9 November 2010.

Seriously Ill or Injured (SI). (Reference: DOD Instruction 1300.18).  The casualty status of a person whose illness or injury requires medical attention, and medical authority declares that death is possible, but not likely within 72 hours, and/or the severity is such that it is permanent and life-altering.  U7270, DAO may sign ITA per RADM May 5200 Memo signed 9 November 2010. 

Not Seriously Ill or Injured (NSI). (Reference: DOD Instruction 1300.18).  The casualty status of a person whose illness or injury requires medical attention, may or may not require hospitalization, and medical authority classifies as less severe than SI.  

DUSTWUN or EAWUN Designation. (Reference: DOD Instruction 1300.18).  In those circumstances when the reason for a member’s absence is uncertain and it is possible that the member is a casualty whose absence is involuntary, but there is not sufficient evidence to determine immediately that the member is missing or deceased, the member should be designated DUSTWUN or EAWUN. This procedure is particularly useful when hostilities prevent the immediate determination of a member’s actual status, or when search and rescue efforts are ongoing.

Duty Status Whereabouts Unknown – for military
Excused Absence Whereabouts Unknown – for civilians

Missing. (Reference: DOD Instruction 1300.18).  The casualty is not present at his or her duty location due to apparent involuntary reasons and whose location is unknown.

