DEPENDENT STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

Reference:	(a) Joint Travel Regulations (JTR) Volume 1, Paragraph U7155
Purpose:	A member who is permanently stationed OCONUS and is accompanied by a command-sponsored dependent at/or in the member's PDS vicinity (or the home port of an OCONUS home ported ship) unless the only dependent is an unmarried dependent child under age 23 attending a school in the U.S. to obtain a formal education; is authorized one annual round-trip for the dependent student at any time within a fiscal year (1 Oct - 30 Sep) between the member's OCONUS PDS and the dependent student's school in the U.S.  For a dependent student who is attending a school outside the U.S. for not more than one year under a program approved by the school in the U.S. at which the dependent is enrolled, the member may be reimbursed for one annual round-trip for the dependent student between the OCONUS school being attended by that student and the member's OCONUS PDS.  However, reimbursement cannot exceed the transportation allowances for that dependent's annual round trip between the school in the U.S. and the member's OCONUS PDS.  In short, one round-trip is authorized at any time within a fiscal year for a command sponsored dependent that is a full time student, unmarried, under the age of 23, and enrolled in an institution of higher learning in the US.  Transportation, when possible, is by GOV’T-owned or GOV’T-procured transportation on a space-required basis.

Procedures:		To request a Dependent Student Travel (DST) TONO/LOA, an e-mail is drafted by either a unit POC or designated Command representative and is sent to ARL-PF-CGPSC-PSDFS-TVLANDTRANS@uscg.mil.  These requests do not require Secretarial Process approval.  Once PSD-FS receives/reviews the request, it is forwarded to HQS-SMB-DCMS-831-TONO-MGMT@uscg.mil for issuance of the TONO/LOA.  Once the TONO/LOA is issued, an e-mail is forwarded back to the member's unit for processing of the DST memo, which is drafted/signed and forwarded to the member and a copy is forwarded to ARL-PF-CGPSC-PSDFS-TVLANDTRANS@uscg.mil.  

The e-mail request for a DST TONO/LOA should contain the following information:

1.	Member’s name, rank, EMPLID, unit

2.	Dependent(s) name and Date of Birth (DOB)

3.	School Attending:	Travel to/from location/dates
 
4.	A statement that the provisions of JTR, paragraph U7155 have been met, including U7155-E

5.	Statement that dependent meets the definition of dependent IAW JTR Appendix A, part 1, pages A1-8 thru A1-12.  

6.	Statement member understands the provisions and allowances of this travel entitlement including unaccompanied baggage or baggage storage and the member understands that one annual round-trip for the dependent student at any time within a fiscal year may be authorized.  

The term “Dependent” is defined as a minor individual who has not completed secondary schooling and is the child, stepchild, adopted child, ward, or spouse of a member or who is a resident in the household of a member who stands in loco parentis to such individual and to whom the member provides one-half or more support and is attending a school operated by the Department of Defense under the Defense Dependents' Education Act of 1978 for dependents in an OCONUS area which is operated, and which such dependents attend, on a 5- or 7-day-a-week dormitory basis.

A member is authorized a weekly round-trip between the DODEA school and residence during the school year for each minor dependent who attends a 5-day-a-week dormitory DODEA school.

During the school year, a member is authorized three round-trips between the DODEA School and the member's residence for each minor dependent that attends a 7-day-a-week dormitory DODEA school.  Additional round trips may be authorized and/or approved when the DODEA school dormitory is closed.

A member is authorized transportation under paragraph U7155 for a dependent may be authorized transportation for a student to a location other than the member's residence if the member states, in writing, to the AO that travel to the other location is so the student may join the family at that location.  

Reimbursement for travel is limited to the GOV’T’s transportation cost from the DODEA School to the member's residence by the authorized mode. 

Authorized Transportation is:

a. Transportation in kind,
b. Transportation reimbursement (par. 5074-B2), or
c. A MALT (par. 5074-B3).

Per Diem:  Per Diem is not payable.

Baggage:  Up to 350 pounds of Unaccompanied Baggage (UB) may be transported for each eligible minor dependent attending a dormitory DODEA school or DODEA-selected school on the first and final trip of each school year.  The member is financially responsible for any overweight UB during educational travel.  During a student's annual trip between the school and the member's PDS, or during a different period in the same fiscal year selected by the member, a member may store the student’s UB (NTE 350 pounds) in the school vicinity in lieu of transporting the UB.  The Service concerned may pay, or a member may be reimbursed for, the storage cost NTE the cost of round-trip UB transportation.

Travel of a Handicapped DODEA Student for Diagnostic and Evaluation Purposes

Travel and transportation allowances are authorized when travel is necessary because medical/educational authorities request:

a. A student diagnosis/evaluation under DODI 1342.12 for tuition-free handicapped DODEA students (DODI 1342.12), and 

b. One or both of the student's parents or guardians be present to participate in the diagnosis/evaluation or to escort the student

Reimbursement will be in accordance with TDY travel as per the JTR when Parent or Guardian is a Member, Civilian Employee, is Not GOV’T-Employed or Student.

Formal education is defined as a secondary education, an undergraduate college education, a graduate education pursued on a full-time basis at an institution of higher education, and a Vocational education pursued on a full-time basis at a post-secondary vocational institution.  A "post-secondary vocational institution" means a school that provides an eligible program of training to prepare students for gainful employment in a recognized occupation; has been in existence for at least 2 years; and is accredited by an organization recognized by the Secretary of Defense.

An unmarried dependent child is a dependent child, as defined in APP A, who is under age 23 and is enrolled in a school in the U.S. to obtain a formal education and is physically attending that school or is participating in a foreign study program approved by that school and, as part of that program, is attending a school outside the U.S. for a period of not more than one year; or graduates, quits or is separated from the school in the U.S., who travels within 30 days following separation from the school. 

An extension to this time period may be authorized and/or approved through the Secretarial Process, based on extenuating circumstances such as dependent illness, inability to schedule travel during peak travel periods, etc.

A member who has a dependent student, who is separated from school in the U.S. and who has not previously traveled at GOV’T expense to the member’s OCONUS PDS, retains the authorization for the dependent's travel and transportation to the member’s PDS.

Reimbursement may be made for dependent lodging that is necessary due to an interruption in travel caused by extraordinary situations including mandatory layovers, unscheduled stops, physical incapacity, and similar circumstances.  The reimbursement amount is determined using the per diem lodging ceiling applicable to the location of such a circumstance. 

If another entity such as an airline pays for the overnight lodging expense, no additional reimbursement is authorized except for any lodging expense above that paid by the airline and within the per diem lodging ceiling for the expense location.  Lodging tax on the authorized payment is also payable in a CONUS and non-foreign OCONUS location.

Authorization for a portion of a round-trip not taken during a fiscal year ordinarily does not carry over to a subsequent fiscal year.  However, a Service-designated official may extend the fiscal-year travel period for not more than 30 calendar days because of an unusual or emergency circumstance (i.e., an early or late holiday recess or school closing).

Limitations in paragraph U7155-F does not apply to a member:

a. Assigned to a PDS/ship home ported in Alaska or Hawai’i who has an unmarried dependent child attending a school in the PDS state or;

b. Who has an unmarried dependent child attending a school in the U.S. to obtain a secondary education, if the child is eligible to attend a secondary school for dependents that is located at/or in the member’s PDS vicinity and is operated under the Defense Dependents' Education Act of 1978 (20 USC §921) or member is stationed in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or in Guam and the child is eligible to attend a DOD DDESS, formerly known as Section 6, secondary school, in the PDS/home port vicinity;

c. Assigned to a PDS or ship home ported in Alaska or Hawai’i who has an unmarried dependent child attending a CONUS school to obtain a secondary education; or

d. Who has an unmarried dependent child attending a service academy either as a cadet or a mid shipman. 
Travel to a Location other than the Member's OCONUS PDS/Home Port

a. Travel to a location other than the member's OCONUS PDS may be authorized if the member states, in writing to the AO, travel to the other location is so the student may join the family at that location.

b.	Reimbursement is limited to what it would have cost the GOV’T for transportation from 
the school to the member's OCONUS PDS/home port by the authorized transportation mode.

When AMC service is reasonably available, transoceanic travel must be on a space-required basis by AMC unless air travel is medically inadvisable.  When AMC service is not reasonably available, GOV’T-procured air transportation (from a CTO) for the transoceanic travel portion is to be used.

No reimbursement is allowed for transoceanic travel at personal expense when AMC service is available, unless air travel is medically inadvisable.  

Reimbursement is limited to the amount the GOV’T would have paid for CTO-provided GOV’T-procured transportation is allowed for transoceanic and other air and rail travel at personal expense when AMC service is unavailable.

When GOV’T-procured transportation is not available, reimbursement is authorized for transportation costs NTE the policy-constructed airfare (APP A) over the direct route between the origin and destination.

When medical travel is medically inadvisable, reimbursement is limited to the least costly CTO-provided first class passenger accommodations on a commercial ship if air travel is medically inadvisable. 

Overland travel should be by CTO-provided GOV’T-procured transportation or if a CTO is not available at personal expense on a reimbursable basis.  CTO-provided GOV’T-procured air transportation ordinarily is furnished for the portion of the travel within the U.S.

Whenever CTO-provided GOV’T-procured transportation is available, but transportation is personally procured, mandatory policy has been violated but reimbursement is authorized for the transportation cost up to what it would have cost the GOV’T for CTO-provided GOV’T-procured transportation between authorized points.

When a POC is used, mileage (par. U2600) is authorized and the mileage amount paid cannot exceed the GOV’T’s cost had CTO-provided GOV’T-procured transportation had been used between authorized points.  For travel to and from carrier terminals, reimbursement is authorized IAW Chapter 3, Part D, or paragraph U4780, as appropriate.  Ch 3, Part F applies to dependent student travel.

DODEA Student Travel for Academic Competitions and Co-curricular Activities.  The DODEA statutory charter, (20 USC §§921-932), authorizes travel for DODEA students to academic competitions and co-curricular activities.  The Director, DODEA, or designee determines appropriate activities.  The responsible DODEA activity determines the most appropriate method (citing DODEA appropriations) to authorize transportation for students in support of co-curricular activities.  

However, payment of per diem, reimbursement for meals and/or lodging, or incidental expenses ordinarily associated with TDY must not be authorized.

For more information regarding Dependent Student Travel, requesting members should refer to JTR paragraph U7155 for eligibility requirements before submitting a request to PSC-PSD-FS.

