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101 Deadly days to Drive


�


These are the days from the Saturday before Memorial Day through Labor Day





It’s not just our Junior people but stats show it is our Middle and Senior Leadership at risk. Last year the “Drive for Life” commissioned a poll of Nation wide drivers. The poll revealed that it’s the, Hurried, harried, distracted, driver ages 26-44 who have the most dangerous driving habits. 





Precautions to take:


      1.  Wear safety belts. Commandant’s policy mandates that all Coast Guard personnel �            wear seatbelts while driving or riding in vehicles. 


2.  Do not drink and drive. 17,419 people have been killed in alcohol related crashes during the 101 days since 2002. That’s 41% of all fatalities during the holiday season. 80% of �      all accidents happen between midnight and 3am. Alcohol involvement in crashes is 5 


      times higher during these hours. (AAA 2003)


3.   Avoid driving after long days at work. Plan on driving at most 100-150 miles, then take �      breaks and pull over for rest. Try not to drive between the hours of midnight and 6am.


4.   Do a full service check on vehicle before driving long distances.


5.   Drive posted speed limit. 42% of all traffic fatalities happen driving 55 or higher. �6.   Top distractions are: Cell phones, smoking, drinking, pets, children, CD’s or radio, �       personal grooming.








The average number of deaths during holiday periods are (156) per day compared to other days (117). Most accidents happen between 3am and 6 am. (NHTSA 2003)





Here are some of the major factors in these findings.


Improper use of restraints 


Alcohol 


Fatigue 


Car maintenance 


Speed 


Distractions 
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Summer Stats:


On Average: since 2002, 12,758 Fatalities occur during the 101 days. That’s roughly, (126) per day, (5) per hour or (1) every 11 minutes.


On Average since 2002, traffic crashes on holidays claim (491) on Memorial Day weekend, (683) July 4th weekend, (541) Labor Day weekend. (NHSTA 1998-2003)











Check out SAPT’s websites for more information. http://www.uscg.mil/tcyorktown/SAPTA ,  http://cgweb.tcpet.uscg.mil/saptp/index.html.

The SAPT Quick notes is an electronic publication produced for Command Drug and Alcohol Representative and their commands.  Editorial content is unofficial and not authority for action.  Views and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Coast Guard.


