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This is the first quarterly edition of the Coast Guard Yard’s Superfund Update Bulletin for calendar year 2003.  The intent of the bulletin is to provide information about the latest Superfund related activity at our shipyard.  The last bulletin was issued on September 9th and provided details regarding the Yard’s final listing on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL), referred to as the Superfund program. Below are Yard Superfund related issues that have taken place since the fall.

                                                              Public Health Assessment

One of the results of being listed on the NPL is the requirement to assess possible health hazards located on the site. The Agency For Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is a federal public health agency with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia.  ATSDR is part of the U.S. Public Health Service in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  ATSDR is charged under Superfund legislation to review available information about potentially hazardous substances at a Superfund site and evaluate whether any exposure to these substances might cause harm to employees and community residents.  The Agency evaluates how hazardous substances may harm people’s health and recommends steps that can be taken to prevent or lessen those health effects. To make those determinations, ATSDR looks at l) environmental data, such as information about the contaminants and how people could come in contact with them; 2) health data, including available information on community-wide rates of illness compared with state/national rates, and 3) community concerns, such as reports from a site’s employees and the public about how the site affects their health and quality of life.  ATSDR conducts a Public Health Assessment for every site on or proposed to be on the Superfund list.

The ATSDR visited the Yard on December ll, 2002 through December l3, 2002, to begin their Public Health Assessment.  During this initial site visit, ATSDR did not find any imminent public health hazards resulting from the contamination at the Yard.

While at the Yard, ATSDR specialists evaluated site conditions, identified the locations of residential and recreational areas, and discussed the sites with Yard management; the Maryland Department of Environment (MDE); the EPA; Dr. Lester Ettlinger (a community spokesman), and the Yard’s Superfund consultant, Tetra Tech NUS.  Of the exposure pathways examined during the visit, ATSDR identified the sediment and fish/shellfish pathways as having the greatest potential for exposure to humans.  These pathways will be examined more closely during the environmental data collection phase and the formal public health assessment.

Over the next several months, ATSDR will collect data and evaluate people’s possible exposure to the contaminants.  The estimated timeframe for the Public Health Assessment process is approximately one year. 

The ATSDR will work with employees of the Yard as well as the EPA, MDE, and community members throughout the public health assessment process.  Yard employees, community members, and local government officials are encouraged to contact the Yard with questions and concerns regarding the ATSDR Public Health Assessment.

Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, Ms. Dottie Mitchell, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21226; e-mail: demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil; phone: (4l0) 636-7238.  All documents related to the proposed Superfund listing of the Yard are available at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Additional information about the Yard’s Superfund activities can be found on the Yard’s web site: http://www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/yard.

                                                                         Source Sites






(refer to map below)

In December, 2002, the Yard met with MDE, EPA, and Tetra Tech NUS to discuss the Superfund Master Work Plan and the Area #4 and #7 Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) work plan.  Upon agreement on the work plan, the Area #4 and #7 RI/FS will begin.  Areas #4 and #7 are located in the west corner of the facility near Station Curtis Bay and the Salvage Lot.  During heavy rains last September and October, a sheen appeared on Curtis Creek resulting from contamination in Area #4.  Absorbent booms were placed at the storm drain outfall and in the storm drain catch basins to absorb the oil.  As a result, Areas #4 and #7 are scheduled for investigation first.  The investigation of Areas #4 and #7 will be completed by 2004, at which time investigations of the other Areas will begin.
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