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To keep the community and our employees informed about the Coast Guard Yard’s proposed listing on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL), we are providing this quarterly Superfund Update Bulletin.  Prior communications throughout the past year included two Update Bulletins published in January 2002, and April, 2002; a public tour of the Yard’s contaminated sites on November 2, 2001, and a public meeting held with members of the local community on October 2, 2001.  The Coast Guard Yard’s proposed NPL was published in the Federal Register on September l3, 2001.  Final listing is pending.  We will continue to make every effort to keep you informed of our Superfund project as it evolves.  This bulletin presents a synopsis of events that have taken place over the past three months.

Superfund Listing:  EPA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. continues to review the Coast Guard Yard to determine if the site should be added to the NPL as a Superfund site.   Although the EPA has not provided a final decision on whether it should add the Coast Guard Yard to the NPL, the Coast Guard is moving forward with the various environmental investigations that would be required if the list is finalized.

Site Management Plan (SMP) and Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) Work Plans: In June, 2002, a Delivery Order was issued to Tetra Tech NUS, a contractor in Gaithersburg, Maryland, to prepare a SMP and a RI/FS work plan for the Coast Guard Yard.   The SMP will define the Coast Guard’s overall approach for the entire NPL project.  The RI/FS work plan will define how the RI/FS for specific sites will be performed.   The draft RI/FS work plan will be available for review by the EPA and the Maryland Department of the Environment in September, and the final RI/FS plan will be finished in January, 2003.  This Plan describes sampling methods and sample locations, laboratory analysis methods, quality assurance and quality control measures.  A technical partnering meeting was held between the EPA Region 3, the Coast Guard and the Maryland Department of the Environment on July 29, 2002, to discuss the RI/FS work plan and site management plan. 

The RI/FS for two specific Yard contaminated sites, the Salvage Lot and the Former Burn Pit, is scheduled to begin in 2003.  The RI/FS is conducted to determine the extent and type of contamination of each specific site.  The RI/FS also determines the level of risk the contamination poses to human life and the environment and develops and evaluates the options for cleaning up the site.   During this process, Tetra Tech NUS will analyze samples of soil, air, and water, determine the risk level, and propose clean up options, if necessary 

. 

Public Health Assessment:  The Agency For Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is an agency of the U.S. Public Health Service charged under the Superfund Act to assess the presence of health hazards at Superfund sites.  ATSDR is responsible for protecting the public from adverse health effects associated with exposure to hazardous substances found at these Superfund sites.  The Coast Guard is coordinating with the ATSDR to conduct the Yards’ health assessment, tentatively scheduled to begin within the next six months. This assessment is done to determine if a site is hazardous and recommends actions that may need to be taken to safeguard the health of the community.

Maintenance Dredging:  The shiplift maintenance dredging project was completed in June, 2002.  Approximately 400 cubic yards of maintenance material was removed and disposed at the Maryland Port Administrations’ Hart Miller Island Containment Facility.  Maintenance dredging is required to remove material when river channels, harbors and ship berths get “silted-in” with light, sandy matter that is washed into them.  Maintenance dredging removes this material to maintain the original water depth.  The process allows full shiplift and dry dock operations to continue at the Yard.

Community Meetings:  The Coast Guard has been holding regular meetings with community representatives to discuss the Yard’s overall plans regarding Superfund and to listen to community issues and concerns.  The Yard’s Environmental Engineer, Mr. Howard Galliford, meets regularly with Dr. Les Ettlinger, a retired Chemical Engineer and local resident.  Mr. Galliford, Dr. Ettlinger and Ms. Rebecca Kolberg, another community neighbor, recently met on July 25, 2002, to discuss the Coast Guard’s RI/FS work plan.

EPA Community Involvement Conference:  The Yard recently participated in the 2002 EPA Community Involvement Training Conference held in Portland, Oregon, June 25-28, 2002.  The forum provided the opportunity for EPA community involvement managers and EPA partners in federal, state, and local agencies to share expertise about public participation and outreach approaches to a variety of environmental protection issues. Conference organizers invited the Yard to present a positive case study on the shipyard’s risk communication techniques that are being used to increase understanding, enhance trust, and maintain a good neighbor standing throughout the Superfund experience. 

Stakeholder Involvement: It is important to be aware that developers, home buyers, builders as well as home owners have the opportunity to review State and County public records regarding the Yard’s proposed NPL.  The Coast Guard Yard has made all required information available to the public and will continue to do so in the future.  Please refer to the Communications paragraph below.

Communications: Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, Ms. Dottie Mitchell, 240l Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 2l226; e-mail: demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil; phone: (4l0) 636-7238.  All documents related to the proposed Superfund listing of the Yard are available at the North County Library located at l0l0 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

Enclosure: The April, 2002 issue of Industrial Maintenance & Plant Operations Magazine is enclosed with this mailing.  The article features the Coast Guard Yard’s ISO l400l certification.  The Coast Guard Yard is the first shipyard in the United States to attain this world-class pollution prevention standard.  Such recognition of the Yard’s environmental management system is testimony to our shipyard’s good stewardship of its surroundings and attests to the Yard’s leadership in the field of environmental excellence within the shipyard industry. It is an honor to be recognized by the media for our quality environmental management practices.  We hope you enjoy reading this article that relays the pledge of our l03 year old shipyard for continued “greening” of our local environment and constant vigilance to protect Maryland’s most treasured natural resource, the Chesapeake Bay.
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