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                                      Coast Guard Yard Finalized for Environmental Clean-Up

     On September 5, 2002, the U.S. Coast Guard Yard in Baltimore, Maryland, received final listing on the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL), commonly known as the Superfund 

Program. The EPA’s decision to include the Yard on the NPL proposed list was based on information compiled by the Coast Guard as part of a ten year effort to identify the nature and extent of any environmental

problems on the century-old industrial complex.  The Yard has been on the EPA’s proposed NPL since September 13, 2001. 

     The final NPL listing indicates no new environmental threat nor need for additional health precautions for Yard employees, adjacent property owners or members of the community.  Publication on the NPL allows the 

Coast Guard’s only full-service shipyard to partner with the EPA and the Maryland Department of the Environment to commence clean–up measures.  

     The next step to rid the 103 year old facility of contamination is to develop a plan to fully identify the contaminants, analyze them, and design clean-up strategies.  To date, the Yard has developed a Site Management Plan (SMP) and a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) to guide the clean-up. These plans establish the method for sampling, testing, analyzing, and quality control.

     The Yard has contracted with a Maryland environmental consulting firm to prepare a RI/FS work plan that 

will define the Coast Guard’s overall approach for the entire NPL project.  A draft plan will be available for 

review later this month with a final plan slated for January, 2003.  The final plan will provide a structured approach to coordinate the Yard’s environmental clean- up efforts with the EPA and the Maryland Department of the Environment.

     “The Coast Guard Yard initiated and funded a site inspection to assess the environment of our facility and voluntarily submitted the results of the study to the EPA ten years ago,” comments Captain William Cheever,

Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Yard. “We are pleased to be included in the final listing and look forward to tackling this problem and to the “greening” of our historic and important property.”

     Since the proposed listing last year, the Yard has engaged in dialogue with the community and the shipyard’s employees about the complexities of the Superfund process.  Yard management and the environmental engineering staff held an informational community meeting in October, 2001; conducted a 

community group tour of the shipyard and its potentially contaminated sites in November, 2001, and have published quarterly bulletins that provide up-to-date Superfund information to Yard personnel and interested parties in the community.

     A 60 day comment period followed the Yard’s proposed NPL listing a year ago.  Only two comments–both supportive of the decision–were received. 

     There are several sites within the shipyard which have low levels of contamination, the most prominent being sediments below the Yard’s dry docks where ships have been repaired and renovated for many decades.  During World War II, over 3000 employees of the Coast Guard Yard worked round-the-clock on a variety of Coast Guard and Navy ships actively engaged in the nation’s defense. These current contaminated locations are a result of accepted business practices over 50 years ago when the mindset for environmental protection was far different than today. Such activities are no longer methods of business for the shipyard and have not been so since the 1950’s.

     The 103 year old Coast Guard Yard has spent millions of dollars over the last l6 years in its commitment to environmental protection.  A leader in the field of pollution prevention, the Yard recently attained its ISO l400l certification, a world-class standard for management of environmental systems.  The Yard is the first organization in the U.S. Coast Guard and the first shipyard in the United States to achieve this global recognition of environmental excellence.

     The Coast Guard Yard, along with several Coast Guard tenant commands on the ll3 acre campus, contribute over $l20 million annually to the economic value of the local community.  As a steward of the public trust, the Coast Guard Yard is looking forward to working with the EPA to assure a healthy environment for its employees and surrounding neighbors as well as to protect the ecosystem of a prominent, nearby natural resource – the Chesapeake Bay.

     All documents related to the Coast Guard Yard’s NPL listing are available at the North County Library located at l0l0 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Information on the Yard’s Superfund project can be found on the Yard’s website: www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/yard/FacSup.htm.  Questions regarding the Yard’s Superfund activities should be directed to the Coast Guard Yard, Office of Public Affairs, 240l Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 2l226; 4l0-636-7238.
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