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This quarterly bulletin is part of our ongoing effort to provide you with the latest Superfund related information at the Coast Guard Yard. Our goal is to extend open, continuous communication with members of the community and our employees regarding the Yard’s listing as a Superfund site on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL).  We published our last bulletin on January 16th.  Superfund activities that have taken place at the Yard during February, March, and April are provided below.  

Where Are We Today?  The Master Work Plan and the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) Work Plan are under review by the EPA and the Maryland Department of the Environment and are scheduled to be available for review at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway, Glen Burnie, Maryland, in July 2003. The RI/FS Work Plan is for sites #4 and #7, the burn pit and salvage lot, respectively. 

The Coast Guard Yard is preparing a Community Relations Plan to provide the community and employees with open  information about the progression of the Superfund clean-up process.  Upholding the principle of “the public’s right to know,” all available information affecting safety and health will be published in the Plan for those members of the community who reside in the local area and those individuals who work at the shipyard.  Good communication planning and community relations are necessary in order to maintain positive public opinion. For over 104 years, the Yard has been the keeper of the public’s trust, and we will continue to be so.  To maintain the public’s confidence, we are preparing to offer timely and accurate information regarding the Superfund project to all of our stakeholders.  The completed Community Relations Plan will be available for review at the North County Library in June 2003.  In addition, a Community Advisory Group (CAG) will be formed as part of the Community Relations Plan. More details on the Plan and the CAG will be detailed in the next quarterly Superfund Update Bulletin.

Public Health Assessment  The Agency For Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is proceeding with their Public Health Assessment outlined in the Yard’s Superfund Update Bulletin dated January l6, 2003.  The ATSDR is a federal public health agency charged with reviewing information about potentially hazardous substances at Superfund sites and evaluating effects of contaminant exposure to human health.  The ATSDR is continuing to collect data and study people’s possible exposure to contaminants.  Their assessment process spans approximately one year since initial studies began in December 2002.  Please note, as previously mentioned, during the ATSDR initial site visit, no imminent public health hazards resulting from contamination at the Yard were found.

Dredge Sampling  After 60 years of service, the Coast Guard Yard bade farewell to Drydock #1 in the fall of 2002.  With the removal of the old drydock and before the installation of a new steel floating drydock in the spring of 2003, the Yard acted upon the opportunity to sample directly in the old drydock location during dredging operations in October 2002.  The dredging operation presented an opportunity to obtain deeper samples than normally obtained through previously used Ponar sampling equipment. The Yard collected sixteen samples. The purpose of the sampling was to obtain data on the characteristics of sediments beneath the former drydock, both before dredging and after the final dredging depths were reached.  Recognizing this window of opportunity, the Coast Guard Yard voluntarily took these samples to supplement the future data set.

Two types of  dredging samples were taken in 2002, shallow surface sediment samples and deeper sediment samples. The deeper samples did not indicate contaminants that exceeded the EPA Region III residential RBC screening value for human health. The deeper samples indicated only two metals – copper and mercury, and a few semivolatiles exceeding the ecological screening levels for marine life.  The surface samples indicated arsenic and four PAH detected compounds that exceeded the EPA Region III residential RBC screening value for human health.  Nine metals – arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, nickel, silver, and zinc – and several PAHs and semivolatiles, ethylbenzene, two pesticides, and Arochlor-1260 exceeded the ecological screening levels for marine life.  Future background sampling will help distinguish contaminants that are present as a result of Yard activities from those contaminants that may occur naturally or result from other industrial activities in the area.  An example of a naturally occurring contaminant is arsenic.

The samplings in October 2002 compare to the Yard’s initial Site Inspection (SI) in 2000 which included sediment sampling from the surface of the sediments beside the Yard’s biggest drydock, Drydock #1. The sediment samples taken in 2000 indicated a concentration of arsenic that exceeded the residential Risk Based Concentration (RBC) screening value for human health.  The samples also indicated concentration of nine metals: arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, nickel, silver, zinc; two Poly Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH) compounds (fluoranthene and pyrene), and one Poly-chlorinated-biphenol (PCB) compound (Aroclor-1260) that exceeded the ecological screening levels for marine life.  A Ponar dredge sampler, a small clamshell that penetrates only a few inches and obtains only a few pints of surface sediment, was used to collect the samples.

Overall, the chemical concentrations in the deeper sediments were less than those obtained from the surface sediment samples.  Most samples were well below regulatory criteria.  This information will supplement future sampling and will ultimately contribute to the data set used to evaluate remedial alternatives for source site #1, the drydock area. The dredge sampling, as outlined above, will be available at the North County Library for review in June 2003.  As part of our waterfront maintenance program and installation of our new steel floating drydock, approximately 15,000 cubic yards of dredge material were removed and disposed at Hart-Miller Island, as discussed in our previous newsletters.

Environmental Management Recognition  Three years ago, the Yard attained the ISO (International Organization of Standardization) 1400l Certification, a world class pollution prevention standard that pledges the Yard to good stewardship of its surroundings and continuous improvement of its environmental management practices.  The Coast Guard Yard was the first shipyard in the United States to achieve ISO 14001 certification.  Recently, the Yard received recognition from the White House and the Department of Transportation (DOT) for its continuous commitment to the ISO l4001 standards.  On Earth Day – April 22 – 2003, the White House notified the Yard of its receipt of the 2003 White House Closing the Circle Award for the shipyard’s achievements in environmental management.  The Awards are bestowed annually to those federal agencies cited for outstanding accomplishments in and commitment to environmental stewardship.  In January, 2003, the Department of Transportation bestowed the DOT 2002 Environmental Achievement Award to the Yard for its ISO 14001 program and initiatives in support of the greening of the government. 

In closing, questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, Ms. Dottie Mitchell, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21226; e-mail: demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil; phone: (4l0) 636-7238.  All documents related to the proposed Superfund listing of the Yard are available at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Additional information about the Yard’s Superfund activities can be found on the Yard’s web site: http://www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/yard.
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