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COAST GUARD YARD “SUPERFUND” UPDATE 

We are publishing this quarterly bulletin to provide the community and our employees updated information regarding Superfund related activities at the Coast Guard Yard.  Throughout the proposed and final listing of our shipyard on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL), we have used update bulletins to keep our communications open and consistent with the public and our work force.  Our last bulletin was published on July 31st.  To bring you up to date on this subject, please note the news briefs below.

Yard Remedial Investigation – The Yard is currently making final preparations for the Remedial Investigation (RI) of sites #4 and #7, the Salvage Lot and Burn Pit areas, respectively (see aerial photos on back page).  The RI is scheduled to begin in November 2003.  The Burn Pit is an area where unwanted materials were dumped and burned during the 1940’s through the 1970’s.  The site was renovated in the 1980’s and is the current location of Station Curtis Bay.  The Burn Pit is no longer visible; however, there is evidence of oil and other materials in the ground.  The Salvage Lot is an area where scrap metal and unwanted materials were stored.  The site is currently used as a scrap metal area.   Today, however, any materials potentially containing oil, fuel, lead-based paint, asbestos or hazardous waste are separated, monitored, labeled, recorded, and controlled by the Yard’s Environmental Office and the Coast Guard Engineering Logistics Center in accordance with strict Coast Guard Yard policy.

The RI is a process for determining the location and levels of potential contamination at a specific site and characterizing the nature and extent of risks posed by that contamination.  The purpose of the first part of the RI – the field sampling program – is to obtain soil, ground water, sediment and surface water samples throughout the site and surrounding areas.  Samples will be taken at sites #4 & #7 in Curtis Creek, Arundel Cove, Marley Creek and Furnace Branch.  These samples are sent to commercial laboratories and analyzed for various chemicals of concern.  The Coast Guard will use the data from the lab to run various risk assessment models.  This information is used to support an informed risk management decision regarding acceptable or unacceptable risk to humans and the environment at these specific sites.  The RI is expected to continue through the spring of 2004.

Yard Feasibility Study – The Yard will conduct a Feasibility Study (FS) in the latter part of 2004 to identify the most appropriate remedy at sites #4 & #7, the Salvage Lot and Burn Pit, respectively.  An FS evaluates alternative actions for the site and includes the development of alternatives, the screening of alternatives, and the detailed analysis of the alternatives.  The cost, implementation challenges, and protective value of each alternative are then evaluated and presented.  The purpose of an FS is to identify site alternatives and to organize often highly technical information so that decision makers and the public can make well-informed decisions on which alternative to accept.  These decisions will be announced in a document called a “Record of Decision” that will likely be published in 2005 for formal public comment.  Previous investigations performed by the Coast Guard Yard have shown that although some low levels of contamination have resulted from years of industrial Yard operations, no serious impacts to human health or the environment have been observed.

Data Evaluation – The Yard has nine small sites to evaluate in the manner described in the above feasibility study paragraph.  The evaluation is expected to continue through 2010.  Tetra Tech NUS Inc. in Germantown, Maryland, will perform the RI/FS beginning November 2003.  Samples will be sent to several labs for analysis including Ceimic Corporation in Narragansett, Rhode Island, and Pace Analytical Services, Inc. in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.  The Department of Transportation (DOT) Research and Special Programs Administration, Volpe National Transportation Center in Cambridge, Massachusetts – will be performing a third party data validation and Performance Evaluation program during the RI/FS.  The DOT will determine if the sampling and laboratory analyses are within EPA standards.

Community Advisory Group Meeting – The September Community Advisory Group (CAG) meeting was cancelled due to illness of the CAG Chairman, Dr. Les Ettlinger.  Dr. Ettlinger is now doing well, and we have scheduled the next meeting for January 7, 2004 at 7 p.m. in the Drydock Club at the Yard.  All existing committee members are encouraged to attend.  The committee is also accepting applications for additional committee members.  The public is welcome; however, please contact the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer (see contact numbers below) prior to the meeting date.  The topic for discussion at the January meeting will be the RI/FS for sites #4 & #7 and an upcoming community survey.

Communications – Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to Ms. Dottie Mitchell, the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland; 410-636-7238; demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil    All documents related to the Yard’s Superfund designation are available at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Additional information about the Yard’s Superfund activities, including the recently composed Community Relations Plan, can be found on the Yard’s Superfund Update web site: http://cgweb.uscg.mil/g%2Ds/yard/Superfund/superfund_index.htm

                                                                        M. C. 
OARD /s/

                                                                        Executive Officer

U.S. COAST GUARD YARD CURTIS BAY, MD
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