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This is our second quarterly bulletin providing the latest Superfund related activity at the Coast Guard Yard.  Prior communications included our January 2002 Update Bulletin; a public tour of potentially contaminated sites on November 2, 2001, and a public meeting held on October 2, 2001.  This bulletin presents a synopsis of Superfund related issues that have taken place over the past three months.

Superfund Listing:  Listing of the Yard on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities list (NPL), more commonly referred to as the “Superfund” list, is still pending a final decision by the EPA, which has set no decision date.  In the meantime, as you’ll read below, the Yard’s environmental staff continues to move forward with Superfund related activities.   

USCG/MDE Memorandum of Agreement (MOA):  In March, 2002 the Coast Guard and the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) defining the responsibilities and processes needed to establish this important relationship. Superfund sites are required to meet State standards when they are stricter than Federal.  To ensure compliance with this requirement the Yard will be working closely with the MDE as part of the Site Assessment and Remedial Investigation /Feasibility Study (RI/FS) process.  

Site Management Plan (SMP) and RI/FS Work Plans:  The first step toward a cleanup is locating contaminants, analyzing them, and developing an appropriate cleanup strategy.  Preparing a Yard-wide Site Management Plan and RI/FS Work Plans that establish the methods for sampling, testing and analysis does this. The Yard has issued a Statement of Work to an environmental consultant to prepare these documents.  This 6-month effort is expected to begin in May.    

Public Health Assessment: One of the requirements of the Yard being proposed for Superfund listing is for the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) to conduct a Public Health Assessment of the Yard.  This assessment is done to determine if a site is hazardous and recommends actions that may need to be taken to safeguard the health of the community.  Although the Coast Guard has been contacted by the ATSDR about conducting such a Public Health Assessment at the Yard, no specific dates have been identified for completing it. 

Maintenance Dredging: Maintenance dredging mentioned in the January ’02 Update has been delayed until May 6, 2002.  This dredging is to allow full shiplift and dry dock operations at the Yard. Approximately l5,400 cubic yards of light, silty material will be dredged in order to maintain original water depth in the areas of the Yard’s shiplift and dry dock.

Communications: Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, Ms. Dottie Mitchell, 240l Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 2l226; e-mail: demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil; phone: (4l0) 636-7238. All documents related to the proposed Superfund listing of the Yard are available at the North County Library located at l0l0 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.
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