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The Coast Guard Yard in Baltimore, Maryland, will participate in a public meeting conducted by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on October 2, 2001, to discuss the shipyard’s recently proposed listing on the EPA National Priorities List (NPL).  The subject is also known as the Superfund Program.  Through the NPL, the EPA identifies sites nationwide, which warrant further investigation and clean up, if necessary.  The meeting, open to all interested parties, will be held at 7 p.m. at the Orchard Beach Volunteer Fire Hall, 7549 Solley Road, Glen Burnie, Maryland.

The EPA’s recommendation for listing on the NPL poses no new environmental or increased health precautions for employees of the Coast Guard Yard or adjacent property owners and members of the community.  The EPA’s decision to include the Yard on the NPL is based on information compiled by the Coast Guard as part of a ten-year proactive effort to identify the nature and extent of any environmental problems on the century-old industrial complex. 

“Ten years ago, the Coast Guard Yard initiated and funded a site inspection to assess the environment of our facility and voluntarily submitted the results of our study to the EPA,” comments Captain William Cheever, Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Yard.  “We are fortunate now to be in partnership with this federal agency who shares our mission to protect the well being of the public and the environment for current and future generations.”

There are several sites within the shipyard which have low levels of contamination, the most prominent being sediments below the Yard’s dry docks where ships have been repaired and renovated for many decades.  During World War II, over 3000 employees of the Coast Guard Yard worked round-the-clock on a variety of Coast Guard and Navy ships actively engaged in the nation’s defense.  These current contaminated locations are a result of accepted business practices over 50 years ago when the mindset for environmental protection was far different than today.  Such activities are no longer methods of business for a shipyard and have not been so since the 1950’s.

The proposal to add the Coast Guard Yard to the NPL began a 60-day public comment period, during which time the public may provide comments or additional information about the site.  The public comment period began September 13th and ends November 13th.  Public comments must be submitted in writing, including an original plus three copies to:  Docket Coordinator, U.S. EPA Headquarters, CERCLA Docket Office, Mail Code 5201G, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20460.

Documents related to the NPL proposal may be reviewed at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland, or can be read on the Internet at www.epa.gov/superfund/new/newstuff.htm.

The 102-year-old Coast Guard Yard has spent millions of dollars over the last 15 years in its commitment to pollution prevention.  A leader in the field of environmental management, the Yard recently attained its ISO 14001 certification.  The Yard is the first organization in the U.S. Coast Guard and the first shipyard in the United States to achieve this global recognition of environmental excellence.

The Coast Guard Yard, along with several Coast Guard tenant commands on the 113-acre campus, contributes over $120 million annually to the economic value of the local community.  As a steward of the public trust, the Coast Guard Yard is looking forward to working with the EPA to assure a healthy environment for its employees and surrounding neighbors as well as to protect the ecosystem of a nearby natural resource, the Chesapeake Bay.

Public inquiries regarding the Yard’s proposed environmental clean-up should be directed to the Coast Guard Yard’s Public Affairs Office, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21226; (410) 636-7238.

*****

Founded in 1899, the Coast Guard Yard has built, repaired and renovated ships for the United States Coast Guard for over 102 years.  The shipyard is the Service’s only shipbuilding and major ship repair facility and is an essential part of the Coast Guard’s core logistics/industrial base and fleet support operations.  The manufacturing and design processes of the full-service Yard are ISO 9001 certified.  The Coast Guard Yard spans 113 acres and is located in Anne Arundel County, Maryland.  The shipyard employs 577 civilian employees and 92 military personnel and operates on a $60 million annual budget.  The Coast Guard Yard serves as host facility for the Coast Guard Engineering Logistics Center, Activities Baltimore and Station Curtis Bay.  The Yard is homeport for the Coast Guard Cutters SLEDGE and JAMES RANKIN.
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