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 VOLUME V       DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY             11 Aug 2003                      

 Number 55                    U. S. COAST GUARD YARD                                 pao-100

This is the third quarterly edition of the Coast Guard Yard’s Superfund Update Bulletin for calendar year 2003.  This news bulletin is part of our ongoing effort to provide you with the latest Superfund related activity at the Coast Guard Yard.  Our goal is to extend open, continuous communication with members of the community and our employees regarding the Yard’s listing on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL) as a Superfund site. Our last bulletin was published on April 30th.  Superfund activities that have taken place at the Yard during May, June, and July are provided below.  

Technical Planning Meeting – The Yard held a Technical Planning Meeting on July 2, 2003 to discuss and finalize the Background Sampling Plan, Master Work Plan, Site Management Plan, Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) Work Plan, and the Site Specific RI/FS work plan for sites #4 & #7. (See site map below). The RI/FS for sites #4 & #7 and background sampling are scheduled for September, 2003.  Those attending the technical planning meeting were: CDR Susan Powers, Chief, Yard Facilities Management; Howard Galliford, Yard Environmental Engineer; John Moore, Yard Environmental Protection Specialist; Todd Richardson and Mary Cooke from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); Jeff Thornburg of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), and Don Senovich, Roger Clark & Jennifer Jagger from Tetra Tech NUS, Inc, the Yard’s NPL contractor in Gaithersberg, Maryland.   The next Technical Planning Meeting is scheduled for September 11, 2003 at 10 a.m. at the Yard’s Drydock Club. 
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Community Advisory Group Meeting – The Yard held its first Community Advisory Group (CAG) meeting on June 4, 2003.  Attending were: Howard Galliford, Yard Environmental Engineer and Dottie Mitchell, Yard Public Affairs Officer, and representatives of the community including Dr. Les Ettlinger, Rebecca Kolberg, and Marcia Drenzyk.  Attendees discussed the CAG charter, roles and membership responsibilities as well as finalized the Draft Community Relations Plan.  The Commanding Officer of the Yard signed the Community Relations Plan on June 27, 2003.  Copies of the final plan have been forwarded to the EPA, the MDE, and are available for review at the North County Branch Library at 1010 Eastway Drive, Glen Burnie, Maryland. As mentioned in the April 2003 “Superfund Update Bulletin,” the Community Relations Plan is prepared to provide members of the community and employees with open information about the progression of the Superfund clean-up process.  The Plan sets forth the approach and outreach activities that the Yard will take to implement its community relations program.  The purpose of the plan is to strengthen our relations with the community, the media, and our internal publics in order to uphold the “public’s right to know” and to strive for a positive public image.  The Community Advisory Group will be meeting quarterly on the first Wednesday of the month beginning in September, 2003.  Meetings will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Yard’s Drydock Club and are open to the public.  Arrangements to attend can be made through the Yard’s Public Affairs Office.  Contact information is listed at the end of this bulletin.

Environmental Stewardship -  In 2000, the Yard attained the ISO (International Organization of Standardization) 1400l Certification, a world class pollution prevention standard that pledges the Yard to good stewardship of its surroundings and continuous improvement of its environmental management practices.  The Coast Guard Yard was the first shipyard in the United States to achieve ISO 14001 certification. On July 30, 31 and August 1, 2003, the Yard’s ISO 14001 registrar, Quality Systems Registrars, Inc., conducted a surveillance audit of the Yard’s Environmental Management System.  The Certification Committee reviewed the information submitted for transfer and approved the Yard’s registration of its environmental management system in accordance with ISO 14001:1996.  This is the Yard’s first re-certification and covers the period August, 2003 thru August, 2006.

Communications - Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, Ms. Dottie Mitchell, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21226; e-mail: demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil; phone: (4l0) 636-7238.  All documents related to the proposed Superfund listing of the Yard are available at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Additional information about the Yard’s Superfund activities can be found on the Yard’s web site: http://www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/yard.

                                                                                       M. C. OARD

                                                                                       Executive Officer
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