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COAST GUARD YARD’S SUPERFUND UPDATE

This quarterly bulletin begins the third volume of the Coast Guard Yard’s Superfund Update newsletter designed to provide the community and employees with the shipyard’s latest Superfund information.  Our last bulletin was published in October 2003.  Below are Yard Superfund related issues that have taken place over the past few months.

Remedial Investigation At Sites #4 & #7 - The Coast Guard Yard is continuing the Remedial Investigation (RI) of sites #4 and #7, the Salvage Lot and Burn Pit areas, respectively.  From October 2003 through January 2004, the Coast Guard Yard sampled the soil, sediment and surface-water in and around sites #4 and #7.  Ground-water sampling is scheduled for the spring of 2004.  Background sampling and former PCB transformer site sampling were also conducted.  After the field sampling is completed, the second part of the RI is to evaluate the data.  A risk assessment will be prepared using the recent sampling data.  The risk assessment provides an indication of the type of clean up that is necessary, if any.  The RI is scheduled to near completion by the end of 2004.  If necessary, a Feasibility Study (FS) may also be conducted later in 2005 to identify the most appropriate remedy at sites #4 & #7.  The results will then be announced in a Record of Decision (ROD).

Public Health Assessment Nearing Completion – The Agency for Toxic Substance & Disease Registry (ATSDR) is nearing completion of their Public Health Assessment (PHA) of the Yard’s Superfund sites.  The final PHA is scheduled to be released this summer.  The Coast Guard Yard will host a public meeting to announce the findings of the final PHA.  Location, date, and time to be announced.

Underground Storage Tank Clean Up – In January, the Yard received a Notice of Violation (NOV) from MDE regarding one of our clean up sites.  The Yard has been conducting a clean up of a leaking Underground Storage Tank (UST) site in cooperation with MDE in various phases for the last 15 years.  Two 20,000 gallon USTs, that have long since been removed, leaked #6 fuel oil (Bunker-C) into the ground near the Boiler Plant (Building 15).  The Yard has been conducting manual passive recovery utilizing recovery wells.  Although steady progress has been made, a more aggressive approach now appears to be necessary.  This became apparent when our passive system could not keep up with rising water tables over the last few months.  In response to the NOV, the Yard is preparing a Corrective Action Plan that will address all concerns and lay out a strategy for final resolution.  The contamination does not appear to pose significant impact to the local environment nor to public health.

Yard Hosts Community Advisory Group Meeting – The Yard hosted a Community Advisory Group (CAG) meeting on January 7, 2004, at the shipyard’s Drydock Club.  Members reviewed the status of the Yard’s Superfund program, sought volunteers for a CAG secretary, and elected Dr. Lester Ettlinger as the CAG Co-Chairman.  Members agreed to approach the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) encouraging a watershed initiative for Curtis Creek as well as began planning for an upcoming community evaluation survey.  The EPA and the Coast Guard will also be conducting interviews with local residents, community members and employees this spring.  Future CAG meetings are scheduled for March 3rd, June 2nd, September 1st, and December 1st at 7 p.m. at the Yard’s Drydock Club. All existing committee members are encouraged to attend.  The CAG is also accepting applications for additional committee members.  The public is welcome; however, to ensure adequate seating, please contact the Yard’ Public Affairs Officer, Ms. Dottie Mitchell, at 410-636-7238, prior to the meeting date.

New Remedial Project Managers Assigned – The EPA and MDE have assigned new Remedial Project Managers (RPMs) to the Yard site. Ms. Mary Cooke, EPA’s recent RPM, has been temporarily re-assigned, and Ms. Michelle Price-Fay has been assigned as the RPM for six months.  Mr. James Gravette, MDE’s recent RPM, has also been re-assigned, and Mr. David Healy has been assigned as the new RPM for the Yard site.  The members of EPA, Region 3 from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, visited the Yard on December 17, 2003.  Visiting from EPA were Mr. Paul Leonard, Chief of the Federal Facilities Section; Mr. Henry Sokolowski, Chief of the Enforcement Branch, and Ms. Michelle Price-Fay, the new RPM.

Communications – Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund related activities are always welcome and can be directed to Ms. Dottie Mitchell, the Yard’s Public Affairs Officer, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland; 410-636-7238; demitchell@cgyard.uscg.mil   All documents related to the Yard’s Superfund designation are available at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Additional information about the Yard’s Superfund activities can be found on the Yard’s web site: www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/yard  or http://cgweb.uscg.mil/g%2Ds/yard/Superfund/superfund_index.htm 

                                                                                M. C. OARD /s/
                                                                    Executive Officer
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