
 

Chapter 9 
Glossary 

The following definitions are specific to manual.  In some cases, these definitions may vary 
from those found in the regulations, as they are summarized or are a composite of definitions 
from different regulations. 

Accumulation – The process of collecting waste in containers or tanks on site before 
shipping to a designated treatment, storage, or disposal facility. 

Activity – A unit or organization performing a function or mission, or a group or facility on 
an installation who are assigned space for a common use or function, and who are held 
operationally accountable by an authority other than the installation commander.  

Acute hazardous waste – Commercial hazardous chemical products; the manufacturing of 
hazardous chemical intermediates; off-specification commercial hazardous chemical 
products; the manufacturing of hazardous chemical intermediates listed in 40 CFR 261.33(e).  

Accumulation start date – The date when a HW first becomes subject to accumulation time 
limits.  This is the date the HW is first placed into a container within a HW storage area, or 
the date that the 55-gallon quantity limitation is exceeded at a satellite accumulation point. 

Conditionally exempt small quantity generator – Activities that:  
• Produce no more than 100 kg/mo [220 lb/mo] of HW 

• Accumulate no more than 1000 kg [2200 lb] of HW on site 

• Generate less than 100 kg [220 lb] of any residue or contaminated soil, waste, or 
other debris resulting from the clean up of any acute waste release 

Authorized Representative – The person responsible for the overall operation of a facility 
or an operational unit (i.e., part of a facility), e.g., the plant manager, superintendent or 
person of equivalent responsibility.  For Coast Guard units, the authorized representative 
shall be the commanding officer. 

Civil Engineering Unit – The CEUs, located at three sites within each MLC, provide civil 
engineering support to the field. 

Contingency Plan – A document setting out an organized, planned, and coordinated course 
of action to be followed in case of a fire, explosion, or release of hazardous waste or 
hazardous waste constituents, which could threaten human health or the environment. 
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Designated Facility –A hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disposal facility, which has 
received an EPA permit (or a facility with interim status) or a permit from an authorized state 
program that has been designated on the manifest by the generator. 

Hazardous chemical – Any element, hazardous chemical compound, or mixture of elements 
and compounds considered a physical hazard or a health hazard.  Chemicals with physical 
hazards include:  

• Combustible liquids 

• Compressed gases 

• Explosives  

• Flammables 

• Organic peroxides 

• Oxidizers and pyrophoric chemicals that will ignite spontaneously in air 

• Unstable chemicals 

• Water-reactive chemicals 

Chemicals with health hazards are those for which there is significant evidence that the 
chemical has an acute or chronic effect on the health of exposed people (see 29 CFR 
1910.1200, Appendix A and Appendix B for further definitions, explanations, and criteria for 
identifying hazardous chemicals). 

Hazardous material – Defined by the U.S. DOT as anything that, due to its chemical, 
physical, or biological nature, causes safety, public health, or environmental concerns.  HM 
includes HW and materials exhibiting explosive, flammable, corrosive, or oxidizing 
properties.  

Hazardous waste – A solid waste is a HW if it meets either of the following criteria and it is 
not specifically excluded from regulation as a HW: 

• Ignitable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic as measured by standard test methods, or as can 
be reasonably determined by generators through knowledge of the waste generating 
process 

• Specifically listed as such in 40 CFR 261, Subpart D 

Hazardous waste mixtures – A mixture of a solid waste with a characteristically hazardous 
or listed HW.  Mixtures containing listed HWs are listed HWs (except for certain mixtures 
containing F003 listed wastes).  Mixtures of SW with characteristically HW (or F003 listed 
waste) are HW only if the final mixture exhibits a hazardous characteristic. 

HM employee – Personnel in the USCG who load, unload, or handle HM or prepare HM for 
shipment.  Also, persons responsible for HM transportation safety or who operate a vehicle 
used to transport HM. 
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Ignitable liquid – A liquid having a flash point at or below 140 degrees F (60 degrees C). 

Label – The documents applied to the outside of a container showing a descriptive name, 
nature of the material, caution statements, etc. A 4x4 inch sticker that identifies the contents 
of the container. 

Large quantity generator – An activity that generates 2,200 pounds or more of HW in a 
calendar month, or accumulates more than 13,200 pounds of HW at any one time.  An LQG 
may accumulate HW for no more than 90 days after the accumulation start date. 

Manifest – A shipping document that must accompany HW to the TSDF.  

Material safety data sheet – A collection of information required by the OSHA HAZCOM 
Standard.  An MSDS includes the identity of hazardous chemicals, health and physical 
hazards, exposure limits, and safety precautions. 

On-site – The same or geographically contiguous property which may be divided by public 
or private right-of-way, provided the entrance and exit between the properties is a crossroads 
intersection and access is by crossing, as opposed to going along, the right-of-way.  Non-
contiguous properties owned by the same person but connected by a right-of-way, which the 
person controls, and to which the public does not have access is considered on-site property.  

Operator –The person responsible for the overall operation of a facility.  For Coast Guard 
applications, the operator is the unit Commanding Officer.  Owner is the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Overpack/salvage drum – A container that is used to provide protection of a smaller 
container or to consolidate two or more containers that is damaged and will not stand 
transport alone. 

Person – An individual, trust, firm, joint stock company, Federal agency, corporation 
(including a government corporation), partnership, association, state, municipality, 
commission, political subdivision or a state, or any interstate body.  

Personal protective equipment – Any protective clothing or device worn by the employee 
to prevent contact with, and exposure to, HM in the work area.  Examples include protective 
aprons, goggles, face splash shields, eye protection, and various types of respiratory 
protection. 

Petroleum – Any crude oil or fraction thereof that is liquid at standard conditions of 
temperature and pressure (60 degrees Fahrenheit and 14.7 lbs. per square inch absolute).   

Placard – A 10” x 10”7 identifier that shows the contents of a transport container.  The 
exterior marking on a transport vehicle as required by 49 CFR 172. 
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Satellite accumulation point – A designated point where a generator may accumulate up to 
55 gallons of HW or one quart of acute HW.  Each satellite accumulation point must be at or 
near the point of generation, and must be under the control of the operator of the process 
generating the waste.  

Small quantity generator – An activity that generates more than 220 pounds but less than 
2,200 pounds of HW per month, and does not accumulate more than 13,200 pounds of HW at 
any one time.  An SQG may accumulate HW for no more than 180 days from the 
accumulation start date.  SQGs located more than 200 miles from a HW TSDF may 
accumulate HW for no more than 270 days from the accumulation start date. 

Solid waste – All discarded materials including solids, semi-solids, sludges, liquids, and 
compressed gases are solid wastes unless excluded by regulation.  A discarded material is 
any material that is abandoned, recycled, or considered inherently waste-like (40 CFR 261.2).   

Solvent – An agent, usually petroleum based, used to dissolve or thin greases or oils. 

Spill – The accidental leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, discharging, emptying, or 
dumping of waste or materials, which spilled, become hazardous wastes into or any land or 
water. 

Toxic – Having the properties to cause or to significantly contribute to death, injury, or 
illness of people or wildlife.  Also, it is a term used to designate HW. 

Transfer facility – A permitted facility for temporary storage of HW prior to recycling, 
treatment, or disposal. 

Transportation – The movement of hazardous waste by air, rail, highway, or water.  

Transporter – A person engaged in the off site transportation of HW.  He/she must be 
authorized to transport HW and have a valid EPA/State Identification Number. 

Universal waste – Defined in 40 CFR Part 273, universal wastes include certain batteries, 
pesticides, mercury thermostats, and lamps. 

Used oil – Any oil that has been refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil that has been 
used and as a result of such use is contaminated by physical or chemical impurities.  This 
includes fuel oils, motor oils, gear oils, cutting oils, transmission fluids, and hydraulic fluids.  
For the purposes of this manual, used oil does not include transformer oil or other dielectric 
fluids. 
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