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2008 White House Closing the Circle Environmental Awards 
From the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive, http://www.ofee.gov/whats/ctc_08_callnoms.asp

The Office of the Federal Environmental Executive (OFEE) will begin accepting applications for the 2008 White 
House Closing the Circle (CTC) Awards on January 2, 2008.  This program recognizes outstanding achievements of 
federal employees and their facilities for efforts which resulted in significant contributions to, or have made a 
significant impact on, promoting environmental stewardship.  The awards focus on waste prevention, recycling, 
green purchasing activities, environmental management, green / sustainable buildings, electronics stewardship, 
alternative fuel use and reduced fuel usage under Executive Order 13423, “Strengthening Federal Environmental, 
Energy, and Transportation Management.” 

AWARD CATEGORIES FOR 2008 

 Waste / Pollution Prevention 
 Recycling 
 Green Purchasing 
 Environmental Management Systems 

 Sustainable Design / Green Buildings 
 Electronics Stewardship 
 Alternative Fuel and Fuel Conservation in 

Transportation 
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The program will consider nominations for programs or activities conducted in FY 2007, from either an individual 
federal employee or teams / groups of federal employees (including teams of federal and contract employees).  

Partnerships between federal facilities or federal employees and non-federal 
entities, such as surrounding local communities or non-profit organizations, 
are encouraged and will be considered for award.  Each category will 
recognize Department of Defense and Civilian agency nominations with 
separate awards. 

Nominations will be accepted beginning January 2nd until January 31, 2008 
at www.ofee.gov.  For more information, please go to The White House 
Closing the Circle Awards Instructions Page, or contact Juan D. Lopez at 
lopez.juan@ofee.gov or by telephone at (202) 343-9481. 

From the Editor, a Call for Articles 
The Environmental Times is a quarterly publication designed to keep 
Coast Guard personnel apprised of environmental issues impacting Coast 
Guard facilities, operations, planning, and policy making.  We have 
received wonderful feedback from our readers, and we thank all our 
contributors. 

We encourage you to share your stories and successes as environmental 
stewards.  We are looking for articles describing innovative solutions and 
planning strategies designed to address your environment concerns.  We 
welcome your contributions on environmental best practices, policy, 
achievements and awards, information resources (online or hard copy), 
and upcoming conferences. 

Please submit your articles to Dr. Ken Malmberg at U.S. Coast Guard 
Headquarters (Ken.B.Malmberg@uscg.mil).  Thank you for your 
continued support! 

http://www.ofee.gov/whats/ctc_08_callnoms.asp
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http://ofee.gov/ctc/ctc.asp
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2007-08 Federal Electronics Reuse and Recycling Campaign (ERRC) 
From the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive, http://www.ofee.gov/whats/20071115_PR_ERRC.pdf  

In celebration of America Recycles Day, November 15, 2007, the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive 
(OFEE) and member Agencies of the Federal Electronics Stewardship Workgroup (FESWG) are issuing, for the 
third consecutive year, a special challenge for all federal facilities to reuse, donate, or recycle their used computers 
and other electronics. 

To ensure that all federal electronics products are reused, donated, sold, or recycled using environmentally sound 
management practices at end of life – as required by the new Presidential Executive Order 13423, “Strengthening 
Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management,” OFEE and the FESWG are launching the  
2007-08 Federal Electronics Reuse and Recycling Campaign (ERRC).  The program will begin on November 
15, 2007, and conclude on the same day in 2008, when selected facilities will receive national recognition by the 
Federal Environmental Executive based on the amount of electronics donated or recycled during the 12-month 
period. 

For more information about the campaign, how to register to participate, and to obtain tools that will help your 
facility participate in the ERRC, please go to the web site at www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/errc.  If you any 
questions, please contact Juan Lopez, at (202) 343-9481, lopez.juan@ofee.gov; or Katie Miller, at 
katie.miller@ofee.gov, (202) 343-9841, for more information. 

The Rear Admiral William M. Benkert Marine Environmental Protection Awards 
The U.S. Coast Guard is soliciting applications for the biennial Rear Admiral William M. Benkert 
Marine Environmental Protection Awards.  The program recognizes corporations and businesses 
involved in marine facility or vessel operations that have demonstrated sustained excellence and 
outstanding achievement in protecting the marine environment.  It also encourages innovations in 
operations, maintenance, cargo handling, refueling, and training, and provides a platform for award 
recipients to share their successful methods and techniques with other members of industry. 

Applications will be accepted from December 1, 2007 to March 1, 2008.  Log on to the award web site 
(www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/mor/mor-1/benkert_award/overview.htm) for detailed guidelines regarding application 
entries.  Additional information can also be found through the Homeport web site under “Environmental” and then 
following “Outreach Programs” and “Awards.”  If you have any questions, please contact the program coordinator, 
LT Jarrod Dewitz at (202) 372-1219 or via e-mail at jarrod.m.dewitz@uscg.mil. 

The previous Benkert award ceremony was held during the American Petroleum Institute (API) Tanker Conference 
in San Diego, CA in June of 2006.  We are pleased to announce that the 2008 award ceremony will once again be 
held during the API Tanker Conference at the Rancho Bernardo Inn – San Diego, CA on June 23-24, 2008. 

2007 Legacy Award Winner:  USCG Sector Los Angeles/Long Beach 
At the Clean Pacific Conference in Seattle on September 13-14th, the Pacific States/British Columbia Oil Spill 
Task Force awarded its Legacy Awards to six groups / individuals who “clearly epitomize legacy contributions 
to oil spill prevention, preparedness, and response throughout the region.”  USCG Sector Los Angeles/Long 
Beach was among those honored for its “cooperative / collaborative spirit exhibited in working with other 
federal, state and local agencies.”  The description of the award cited the task force’s excellent implementation of 
the Unified Command in spill response, leadership in the revision and exercise of the Area Contingency Plan, and 
improved communications and problem solving with all stakeholders. 

Members of USCG Sector Los Angeles/Long Beach present to receive the award included CDR Laura O'Hare; 
LT Jason Marineau; LT Ron Fien; LTJG Justin Rule; MST2 Justin Hoffer; and MST2 Michel Carreon. 

A complete description of USCG Sector Los Angeles/Long Beach’s award and information about other Legacy 
Award winners can be found at http://www.oilspilltaskforce.org/awards_2007.htm. 
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Publication of Commandant Instruction M16455.1, Vessel Environmental Manual 
This manual has been published to promulgate Coast Guard environmental policies and procedures applicable to all 
waterborne assets (worldwide), thereby implementing for Coast Guard surface assets, the policy described in the 
Commandant’s Environmental Stewardship Commitment dated 2 March 2007.  Commanding Officers and Officers 
in Charge shall also familiarize themselves with any state and local regulations.  

COMDTINST M16455.1 is intended to meet the requirement of 33 U.S.C. 1902(g), noncommercial shipping 
standards, which states “The heads of Federal departments and agencies shall prescribe standards applicable to ships 
excluded from this chapter by subsection (b)(1) of this section and for which they are responsible.  Standards 
prescribed under this subsection shall ensure, so far as is reasonable and practicable without impairing the operations 
or operational capabilities of such ships, that such ships act in a manner consistent with the MARPOL Protocol.”  

Topics addressed in COMDTINST M16455.1 include: 

• Sewage 
• Air Emissions 
• Bilges, Oil, and Oily Waste 
• Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials 
• Solid Waste 
• Medical Waste 

• Oil and Hazardous Substance Spills 
• Ship Ballast Water and Anchor System Sediment 

Control 
• Protection of Marine Wildlife 
• Noise 
• Ship and Boat Washes 

The manual reviews applicable legislation and terminology for each of the above topics while establishing Coast 
Guard policy.  Environmental policies regarding shoreside support, vessel inspections, exclusion of vessel 
discharges from NPDES permitting, and operations in foreign waters are also discussed.  All training will be 
incorporated into future revisions of the Cutter Training and Qualification Manual, COMDTINST M3502.4H.   

Appendix B of the manual provides an Afloat Environmental Compliance Checklist for periodic self evaluations, 
and Appendix D includes a recommended list of spill response items to be carried onboard.  

Affected units have 90 days from the date of ALCOAST 413/07 to ensure compliance with the manual.  For 
comments or questions, contact LCDR Gerald Slater at (202) 475-5732. 

Federal Electronics Challenge Resources Available Online  
Reprinted, in part, from http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/resources/index.htm

The Commandant’s Environmental Stewardship Commitment states that the Coast Guard 
will undertake the Federal Electronics Challenge (FEC) for recycling computers and other electronics.  Several 
resources for participation in the challenge are available online through the FEC program web site.  This article 
highlights some of the files, case studies, and tools that can be implemented.  Visit the web site for a complete 
listing of the resource library and more information about the FEC program. 

Operation and Maintenance Walkthrough (PDF, 85 KB)  This tool will guide you through some simple steps that 
your facility can take to improve the operation and maintenance of your electronics in three areas: energy 
conservation and efficiency; printing and copying; and extending product life. 

Acquisition and Procurement Planning Checklist (PDF, 61 KB)  This checklist outlines questions to consider 
throughout the electronics acquisition and procurement process.  This checklist can assist you in planning and 
purchasing environmentally preferable electronic products and services.  Completion of this document is 
required for all FEC award levels.  

Total Cost of Ownership Calculator Tool (Microsoft Excel®, 52 KB)  The TCO Calculator Tool allows users to 
compare the costs of different options for the life cycle management of IT equipment with an emphasis on 
decisions that may have an environmental impact.  

Integrating Electronics Stewardship Into Your EMS (PDF, 73 KB)  This document highlights how electronics 
stewardship can be incorporated into an EMS, utilizing the framework of the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) Standard 14001:2004(E). 
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Answers to Frequent Questions: ENERGY STAR 4.0 and EPEAT (PDF, 61 KB)  This fact sheet provides answers to 
frequent questions about ENERGY STAR 4.0 and the Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT), and information on how federal agencies can ensure they purchase or lease computer products in 
compliance with the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and Executive Order 13423. 

Personal Computer Energy Saving Policy (PDF, 51 KB)  Energy savings from proper power management of 
personal computers in the office may be considerable. This document outlines the benefits of personal computer 
power management and provides sample language for an Energy Saving Policy focused on personal computers. 

Federal Property Reuse Programs (PDF, 72 KB)  Federal agencies must first use their electronics equipment to the 
maximum extent possible.  When civilian equipment is no longer needed to fulfill an agency's mission, it is 
reported to the General Services Administration and reused, donated, sold, or disposed.  This fact sheet provides 
an overview of available federal property reuse programs. 

Checklist for Selection of Electronics Reuse and Recycling Services (PDF, 106 KB)  This checklist was designed to 
guide federal generators of electronic waste in the selection of a recycler.  It can help procurers of electronics 
recycling services make informed decisions. 

Answers to Frequent Questions: Mentoring (PDF, 64 KB)  This fact sheet provides answers to frequently asked 
questions from Facility Partners interested in mentoring other federal organizations.  Mentoring is a requirement 
for receiving the FEC Gold level award. 

Others' FEC Programs  Case studies provide background information on how other federal facilities are meeting the 
Federal Electronics Challenge.  Each case study highlights the successes and lessons learned of Facility 
Partners. 

Partner Calls  FEC utilizes partner calls to inform Partners about program requirements, tools, and resources.  
Upcoming conference calls include:  December 6, 2007 – Greening Gadgets: Lifecycle Considerations for Smaller 
Electronics.  An archive of past PowerPoint slides and related materials is available online and organized by 
subject area. 

New Report Shows Environmental Benefits from Green Computers  
Reprinted from the EPA Newsroom, July 18, 2007. Contact: Enesta Jones, (202) 564-4355 / jones.enesta@epa.gov. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/eebfaebc1afd883d85257355005afd19/5b23634771c011bf8525731c00572
ab3!OpenDocument  

Numerous environmental benefits of buying high-performance, environmentally friendly computer equipment were 
highlighted in the first annual report issued by the Green Electronics Council in July.  The report, called “The 
Environmental Benefits of the Purchase or Sale of EPEAT Registered Products in 2006,” states that the purchase of 
more than 36 million EPA approved computer desktops, laptops, and monitors has led to a significant reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions.  
Some highlights from the report show that the computer equipment has helped to:  

• Save 13.7 billion kWh of electricity, enough to power 1.2 million U.S. homes for a year;  
• Save 24.4 million metric tons of primary materials, equivalent to the weight of 189 million refrigerators;  
• Prevent 56.5 million metric tons of air emissions (including greenhouse gas emissions);  
• Prevent 1.07 million metric tons of carbon equivalent greenhouse gas emissions, equivalent to removing 

852,000 cars from the road for a year;  
• Prevent 118,000 metric tons of water pollutant emissions;  
• Reduce the amount of toxic materials used by 1,070 metric tons, equivalent to the weight of 534,000 bricks, 

including enough mercury to fill 157,000 household fever thermometers; and  
• Avoid the disposal of 41,100 metric tons of hazardous waste, equivalent to the weight of 20.5 million bricks.  
EPEAT (Electronic Products Environmental Assessment Tool) -registered computer products have reduced levels of 
cadmium, lead, and mercury to better protect human health and are easier to upgrade and recycle, in addition to 
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meeting the government’s Energy Star guidelines for energy efficiency.  By buying EPEAT registered products 
purchasers are significantly contributing to reducing the environmental impacts of their computers.  
For more information about EPEAT, visit http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/epp/pubs/products/epeat.htm.  

Utilizing Biomass / Alternative Methane Fuel at the Yard 
Excerpt taken from the Coast Guard Yard “Superfund” Update, June 20, 2007 

The Yard and the City of Baltimore signed a Memorandum of Understanding on October 25, 2006 for the shipyard 
to utilize Biomass / Alternative Methane Fuel as a renewable energy source for the next two decades.  The methane 
gas is generated from a nearby sanitary landfill a mile away from the Yard.  The Yard will pay an annual utility 
payment to the City for rights to the gas, but will benefit through annual energy cost savings.   

The “green” initiative is the first landfill gas project for the City of Baltimore and the U.S. Coast Guard.  The project 
harnesses potentially harmful greenhouse gas, provides an energy source for the Yard, and secures a guaranteed 
payment to the City of Baltimore.  Formal contract negotiations with Baltimore City for the rights to the methane 
and the construction of the bio-mass system are nearing completion.  The project is expected to be on line in late 
2008.   

For more information on the unique energy savings performance contract that is helping the Coast Guard meet its 
energy and conservation goals through the use of alternative fuels, see the article entitled “Coast Guard to Tap 
Landfill for Power,” from www.federaltimes.com (http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3047124) dated September 18, 
2007. 

Update:  On October 25, 2007, the arrangement for methane gas was approved by the Baltimore Board of Estimates.  
City officials said the arrangement will be equivalent to removing 33,000 cars from the road annually.1 

Reference:   
1 “City to Collect, Sell Methane Gas from Dump to the Coast Guard”, www.baltimoresun.com, 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-md.briefs25oct25,0,3122760.story, October 25, 2007. 

NOAA GLERL Green Ship Initiative 
From the “Closing the Circle News” Summer 2007 edition, http://www.ofee.gov/ctc/ctcsum07.pdf
(Reprinted from Fall 2006 edition of “Closing the Circle News”)  

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Great Lakes Environmental 
Research Laboratory (GLERL) conducts ecosystem research throughout the Great Lakes region.  
GLERL research vessels also provide platforms for other NOAA entities and federal agencies with 
interests in the Great Lakes. 

GLERL’s Ship Operations Group, based in Muskegon, MI, created a “Green Ship Initiative” in 1999 to explore 
innovative ways to reduce the environmental impact of its ships and boats on the nation’s greatest fresh water 
resource.  During the past two years, this initiative has transitioned from a series of pilot projects to full 
implementation.  The current emphasis is on outreach and technology transfer as interest grows for environmentally 
friendly shipboard practices. 

An element of the “Green Ship Initiative” is to explore shipboard systems and materials that have the greatest 
potential to reduce environmental impact, yet may not have extensive field trials.  One example is the exclusive use 
of B100 biodiesel, as opposed to the B20 that is now widely used, particularly in federal fleet vehicles.  Total 
emissions from B100 are four times lower than B20, and the fuel is significantly less toxic than petroleum diesel, 
making B100 a better choice for marine applications.  Most importantly, B100 eliminates the high sulfur emissions 
of marine #2 diesel fuel.  GLERL’s six-year successful experience with B100 has answered many questions about 
longterm effects on engine performance, life cycle costs, material compatibility, and cold weather operation. 

In order to convert to biodiesel, operators of older vessels might need to replace non-compatible materials such as 
natural rubber, certain elastomers, or yellow metals.  Due to the detergent effect of most biobased oils, GLERL 
anticipates an increase in the removal of contaminants and dirt with the installation of larger or secondary filters 
until the initial peak in particulates removal. 
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During fiscal year 2006, GLERL vessels 
consumed more than 16,000 gallons of B100 
in a diverse list of diesel engine types onboard 
three vessels.  GLERL has assisted other 
NOAA operating groups and universities with 
the conversion to B100 fuel onboard six 
additional research vessels, accounting for 
another 8,000 gallons this year.  Increasingly, 
institutions with an environmental mission are 
converting to this cleaner, renewable fuel. 

Biobased products are now used exclusively 
for all GLERL shipboard systems, including 
fuel, hydraulic, transmission, and engine 
crankcase systems, and for maintenance 
products.  Canola based motor oil is 
performing well in the diesel engines and is 
being analyzed to determine ultimate service 
life.  This canola motor oil/B100 soy biodiesel 
combination is unique and could yield further 
emission reductions. (Photo credit: “Closing the Circle News” Summer 2007 edition, page 17.)

Preference has been given to products with the highest biobased content for shaft seal oils and deck hydraulics, 
where there is a risk of overboard discharge.  These products have been tested under the rigors of the marine 
environment in both warm and cold climates and have been found to be equivalent to petroleum product 
performance. 

There have been a number of operational benefits to the Green Ship Initiative.  Technology reviews, pre-trial risk 
analysis, and product evaluations have improved staff expertise and refocused attention on all mechanical systems.  
Calculation of life cycle costs has highlighted the complexity of systems and offered some creative solutions.  For 
example, GLERL addressed the high cost of fueling small boats at remote sites by using 275-gallon tote containers 
as temporary storage and shuttles to dockside.  This provides the economy of tanker truck shipments with fueling 
flexibility not available through commercial marinas, and the cost of the totes was recouped within two years based 
on the savings from delivery costs.  The less hazardous nature of B100, as compared to #2 diesel, allows greater 
logistic options.  The strong detergency of B100, often viewed as a negative, is being effectively used to overhaul 
old fuel systems without manual disassembly and cleaning. 

One concern raised about biobased oils is shelf stability.  Through the use of inventory controls, GLERL keeps 
minimal amounts of material on hand, which avoids shelf stability problems.  GLERL has not encountered any 
operational problems with age or stability. 

Another concern is the impact of cold temperatures on the oils.  The B100 fuel is somewhat insulated by the water, 
so its temperature rarely drops below 50 degrees even when the surface is ice covered.  Under extreme conditions, or 
if a smaller boat is removed from the water, a B20 mix is used instead of B100.   

GLERL has participated in a number of public outreach events, including the Michigan Energy Fair, focused on the 
importance of renewable and environmentally friendly energy sources.  The presence of a federal research ship at 
these events has been a significant public attraction and provides a real world demonstration of a petroleum free 
alternative.  GLERL involvement with biobased industry groups, such as the Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee, has helped promote biodiesel and other biobased oils in marine recreational and commercial markets. 

To better communicate lessons learned and share technical resources, GLERL established a Green Ship working 
group with participants from NOAA and university and commercial vessel operators.  Initially focused on science 
research ships, this network is growing in its scope and diversity.  For more information, please contact Dennis 
Donahue at dennis.donahue@noaa.gov.  

Additional information can be found within the NOAA Magazine article “Up Close: NOAA’s Green Ship Initiative 
Led by Dennis Donahue and GLERL’s Ship Operations Group,” at http://www.magazine.noaa.gov/stories/mag231.htm 
(August 23, 2007). 
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U.S. Coast Guard ISC Kodiak Water Leak Detection and 
Other Water Efficiency Efforts  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

By Mike Brown, U.S. Coast Guard.  Reprinted from “Closing the 
Circle News” Winter / Spring 2007 Special Edition. 

It was early 1990, and it was the beginning of energy awareness 
activity.  “Where is the energy going, who is using it, why is it 
being used” were the typical questions being asked.  Water was 
low on the list of concerns at that time.  However, one person 
asked, “How much water should the Integrated Support Command 
(ISC) Kodiak site be using?”  We were not able to answer the 
question.  While asking around, we received comments such as, 
“We generally use more water in the winter.  There are occasional 
spikes in the spring - indicating leaks.  Don’t worry, when the leak 
is really big it comes out of the ground and we fix it.”  No one 
knew what water consumption should be. 

We consulted a standard design book for civil engineers and did 
some rough calculations based on known industrial loads and the 
population served by the system.  Based on the calculations we 
determined that ISC should have been using only 0.4 million 
gallons per day (MGD), compared to actual use of an average 1.5 
MGD.  We were off by a factor of almost four.  There was 
obviously plenty of room for improvement, but we were not sure 
where to start. 

One of our employees suggested sonic vibration leak detectors.  
We searched around, and found a company that used computerized 
sonic leak detection.  In the first year of the leak detection 
program, we hired the company and immediately found several 
significant leaks.  Fixing these leaks saved an average of 0.3 MGD.  
We determined that the site did not have enough “points” along the 
line that could be used for the sonic detectors.  In the second year, 
we put out a contract to install additional “listening stations” so 
that additional leak detection efforts could occur. 

In the third year, we conducted another leak detection project and 
found significant additional leaks, adding up to another 0.3 MGD 
of savings.  We performed one additional leak detection project in 
the fourth year.  At that point, the leak detection program payback 
was reduced, so we decided to make it a bi-annual program.  We 
also monitor the main meter at the water plant and take immediate 
action when the use goes above a certain level for more than three 
days. 

Using an energy savings performance contract (ESPC), we will be 
installing water saving showerheads, sink aerators, pressurized 
toilets, and low flow faucet devices.  We will also replace all of our 
washing machines and dryers with front loading washers (40 
percent saving) and Energy Star® dryers.  Toilets, showerheads, 
faucets, and washing machines approximately split the water 
savings.  We are including other water measures such as the 
elimination of single pass water cooling systems in a few 
buildings.  Estimated water savings are 38,000,000 gallons/year, 
with a total savings of energy and water being valued at $277,000.   

Please contact Mike Brown at (907) 487-5320, Mike.B.Brown@uscg.mil, 
for more information regarding ISC Kodiak’s water efficiency efforts.  
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Special Edition of the Closing the 
Circle News Focuses on Sustainable
Design  
The Winter / Spring 2007 edition of the
Closing the Circle News is devoted to
the federal government’s efforts toward
sustainable design.  Simply stated,
“High performance and sustainable
building involves maximizing
environmental and human health
benefits throughout the building’s entire
life cycle – from siting through design,
specification, construction, operation,
maintenance, renovation, and eventual
removal.”  This special edition provides
a comprehensive view of sustainable
design in the federal arena, including
policy history, agency initiatives,
research and development, assessment
and certification, and environmental
management systems.  Case studies
featured in the newsletter include: 

 Bureau of Indian Affairs Baca  
Dlo’ay azhi Community School, 
Prewitt, NM; 

 Department of State  
Sofia, Bulgaria Embassy;  

 National Park Service  
Midwest Regional Headquarters, 
Omaha, NB;  

 Environmental Protection Agency 
Potomac Yard Buildings,  
Arlington, VA; and 

 NOAA Satellite Operations Facility. 

The Closing the Circle News Winter /
Spring 2007 edition can be found at
http://ofee.gov/ctc/ctcwinspr07.pdf.  To
the left of this box, this issue of the
Environmental Times calls special
attention to one of the articles entitled
“U.S. Coast Guard ISC Kodiak Water
Leak Detection and Other Water
Efficiency Efforts” by Mike Brown.  The
Closing the Circle News is a publication
of the Office of the Federal
Environmental Executive, www.ofee.gov.

Additional information about sustainable
design can be found online at
http://ofee.gov/sb/sb.asp or the U.S.
Green Building Council’s web site at
http://www.usgbc.org/.  
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The WBDG: Your ‘One Stop Shop’ for Sustainable Building 
Reprinted, in part, from “Closing the Circle News” Winter/Spring 2007 Special Edition

For those readers in the business of siting, designing, manufacturing, constructing, operating, maintaining, and/or 
renovating buildings — especially federal buildings — the Whole Building Design Guide (WBDG), www.wbdg.org, 
is the ‘holy grail’ of ‘how-to.’ 

In addition to information and resources covering project management, operations and maintenance, and the myriad 
of building-related policies, criteria, and mandates, the WBDG holistically and seamlessly weaves together the 
design objectives of building accessibility, productivity, cost-effectiveness, functionality, aesthetics, historic 
preservation, security, and sustainability.   

In particular, the Sustainable Design Objective (SDO) section of the WBDG has grown exponentially in recent 
years, drawing attention and accolades.  The SDO begins with an overview of the key principles of sustainable 
design as defined by federal agencies in response to E.O. 13123.  Those principles are: 

• Optimize site potential, 
• Optimize energy use, 
• Protect and conserve water, 
• Use environmentally preferable products, 
• Enhance indoor environmental quality, and 
• Optimize operational and maintenance practices. 

Within each principle category, more detailed sections called resource pages educate users on specific topics, such 
as daylighting, environmentally preferable products, and natural ventilation.  These resource pages are written by 
nationally renowned experts in their field, in the public and private sectors, as well as academia.  Each resource page 
contains links, additional resources, and publications to explore the topic further and is updated on an ‘as needed’ 
basis. 

Sustainable Building MOU Technical Guidance 
In response to the commitments made by the signatory agencies to the Federal Leadership in High Performance and 
Sustainable Building Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), the Interagency Sustainability Working Group 
(ISWG) built on the SDO’s content and created MOU Technical Guidance, www.wbdg.org/sustainablemou.   

For each of the goals set forth in the MOU Guiding Principles, the Technical Guidance provides an introduction to 
the topic; clarification of the requirement; related mandates; additional recommendations and considerations; and, 
most importantly, direct links to the most appropriate resources and tools, including model contract and specification 
language.  In addition, the ISWG recognized that agencies needed a number of other resources to assist them in 
programming sustainable building projects and addressing concepts included in the MOU.  These supporting 
guidance topics will continually be expanded and revised. 

As the MOU Guiding Principles are becoming the de facto federal sustainable buildings policy, the significance of 
the WBDG SDO and Technical Guidance is reaching a new level.  The ISWG and the Sustainability Subcommittee 
of the WBDG are committed to the continual improvement of these resources.  

EPA Takes Innovative Approach to Clear the Air at the Nation's Ports 
Reprinted, in part, from the EPA Newsroom, September 5, 2007.  For the full story, follow link to: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/cafbebb41895f4a9852572a000657b5c/735f9e4fbeef5f248525734d005dc3
33!OpenDocument.  Contact Information: Elias Rodriguez (212) 637-3664, rodriguez.elias@epa.gov. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Stephen L. Johnson has announced a project to develop and 
test a new EPA-patented technology on large equipment used to move goods and products from ships to trucks.  
These heavy duty diesel machines, called yard hostlers, contribute to air pollution generated in ports throughout the 
world.  EPA’s hydraulic hybrid technology, which is currently being tested in several UPS vehicles, is being readied 
for use in yard hostlers, the most common work vehicle used at loading docks.  The hybrid vehicles will feature a 
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unique hydraulic hybrid power train that can generate, recover, store, and reuse braking power with very little air 
pollution. 

“EPA and our partners are working together to ensure that America’s ports become harbors of clean air,” said EPA 
Administrator Stephen L. Johnson. “Together, we are moving breakthroughs in hybrid technology from the labs to 
the docks – improving air quality while saving fuel.  This technology is good for our environment, good for our 
economy, and good for our nation’s energy security.” 

Port Authority Port Commerce Director Richard M. Larrabee said, “We’ve made tremendous strides toward 
becoming an environmentally friendly port, but we need to do more if we are to continue to be recognized as a 
national leader in this area.  The new program we are announcing today – coupled with existing programs to 
preserve environmentally sensitive land, build new rail facilities that will reduce our dependence on trucks, and 
retrofit ferries with cleaner-burning engines – will allow us to maintain a sustainable port well into the future.” 

The hybrid vehicles will use a diesel-hydraulic system that will combine the cleanest available diesel engine 
technology with components that use hydraulic fluid compression to store energy.  The hostlers will feature 
hydraulic hybrid power trains, which are unique hydraulic hybrid propulsion systems that provide power to the drive 
axles.  Hydraulic tanks are used to store energy, in contrast to the less efficient batteries used in electric hybrid 
vehicles.  Like other hybrid systems, energy saved when applying the brakes is reused to help accelerate the vehicle.   

The hydraulic hybrid technology is expected to improve the fuel efficiency of the yard tractor by 50 to 60 percent, 
reduce or eliminate emissions during idling, and decrease brake wear.  This demonstration project has the potential 
for widespread domestic and international adoption because the technology is easily installed and requires no major 
changes to a vehicle’s operating system or fueling requirements.  

Reducing diesel emissions is a goal of EPA’s National Clean Diesel Campaign.  Replacing the current non-road 
certified diesel yard tractors with cleaner more efficient, on-road engines that will meet future certification standards 
will provide immediate and significant emission reductions.  The goal is to develop a hybrid drive system that will 
include a diesel engine that meets the 2007 and 2010 on-road diesel standards.  An engine meeting the 2010 
standard will also achieve 93% reductions in NOx and 93% reductions in particulate matter compared to an ordinary 
diesel yard tractor.  The hydraulic hybrid technology is expected to further reduce emissions by eliminating 
emissions from the internal combustion engine during idling.  

To learn more about EPA’s efforts to improve air quality, visit http://epa.gov/otaq/presentations/diesel/hydraulic-
hybrid-hostler.pdf.  

The Efforts of One Sector Strategy Program:  Combining EMS and Lean Production 
Information available from the EPA web site, http://www.epa.gov/sectors/shipbuilding/ems.html

As stated in the Environmental Protection Agency’s 2006 performance report and web site,  the EPA’s Sector 
Strategies Program “uses collaborative partnerships to promote widespread improvement in environmental 
performance with reduced administrative burden1…The program is designed to take advantage of trade associations’ 
leadership positions within their respective sectors.2”  There are thirteen manufacturing and service sectors 
participating in Sector Strategies, including Shipbuilding and Ship Repair.  For this sector, EPA is working in 
partnership with the American Shipbuilding Association (ASA) and the Shipbuilders Council of America (SCA). 

One important activity of the Sector Strategies Program is the promotion of environmental management systems 
(EMS).  This includes the development of industry-specific plans, implementation guides, and training; in effect, 
building a business case for EMS.  The Shipbuilding and Ship Repair sector is taking these efforts one step further: 
“With the support from the Sector Strategies Program, ASA and SCA are exploring ways to combine EMS with lean 
production, principles to help companies improve efficiency [and eliminate waste], drive down costs, and increase 
profit margins.”3   

A report of findings and recommendations regarding lean production and EMS for the shipbuilding and repair 
industry was completed in October 2004.  When comparing lean production and EMS, several similarities emerge: 

• An objective of waste elimination; 
• A culture of employee problem-solving and empowerment; and  
• Continual improvement, based on the Plan-Do-Check-Act model.4 
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The report summarizes the findings of interviews conducted with five companies in the shipbuilding/ship repair sector. 

Finding 1: Industry managers expressed the strong belief that daily implementation of EMS and lean production is 
compatible and synergistic, reflecting the similarities noted above. 

Finding 2: Integration of EMS and lean production is at the early stages and should be characterized as “opportunistic” 
at this point.  Initial efforts include the involvement of environmental, health, and safety (EHS) personnel in 
lean activities and the use of checklists to evaluate the environmental impact of lean changes. 

Finding 3: EMS is not contrary to lean thinking about waste.  Some of the rigorous aspects of EMS are seen as 
valuable tools in the lean production value stream for achieving compliance assurance and environmental 
performance improvement. 

Finding 4: Having an effective EMS in place can help lean activities look beyond a product’s waste and cost to include 
environmental hazards and the full life-cycle of products in the waste stream. 

Finding 5: Applying lean techniques to documentation and the administrative process streamlines EMS 
implementation. 

Finding 6: Lean activities result in improved environmental outcomes.  Although there is very little statistical data to 
support this finding, anecdotal testimonies give example after example of environmental improvements in 
recycling, stormwater runoff, emissions, hazardous waste, and reuse.5 

The report of findings and recommendations is available at http://www.epa.gov/sectors/shipbuilding/leanEMS_report.pdf.  
For more information about the relationship of lean production to the environment, visit EPA’s Lean Manufacturing 
and Environment web page.  The EMS implementation guide for the shipbuilding and ship repair industry is 
available at http://www.epa.gov/sectors/shipbuilding/ems.html#ems.  

References:  
1 EPA web site, http://www.epa.gov/sectors/performance.html. 
2 “2006 Sector Strategies Performance Report,” U.S. EPA, March 2006, page 1. 
3 Ibid., page 4. 
4 “Findings and Recommendations on Lean Production and Environmental Management Systems in the Shipbuilding and 
Ship Repair Sector,” U.S. EPA, October 15, 2004, http://www.epa.gov/sectors/shipbuilding/leanEMS_report.pdf, pages 4-5. 
5 Ibid, pages 5-9 in summary. 

191 Countries Work Together to Heal the Ozone Layer 
Reprinted from the EPA Newsroom, September 13, 2007.  Contact: John Millett, (202) 564-4355 / millett.john@epa.gov, 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/eebfaebc1afd883d85257355005afd19/9e21bfeaeca4db06852573550061cc
37!OpenDocument  

The Earth’s ozone layer is on track to heal, thanks to the work of dozens of countries that signed a landmark 
international environmental agreement initiated 20 years ago.  Known as the “Montreal Protocol,” this ambitious 
treaty requires countries to phase out production and use of compounds that deplete ozone in the stratosphere.  
Initially signed by 24 countries September 16, 1987 in Montreal, this treaty today covers 191 countries and is widely 
hailed as the most successful international environmental agreement to date. 

Each of the countries that signed the Protocol has measurable goals and actions for achieving success.  These 
include phasing out production and use of ozone depleting substances such as chlorofluorocarbons, halons, carbon 
tetrachloride, and methyl chloroform.  Scientific evidence demonstrates that these compounds significantly deplete 
the stratospheric ozone layer, which shields the planet from damaging ultraviolet radiation. 

The United States has implemented key parts of the Montreal Protocol more rapidly and at significantly less cost 
than originally anticipated.  With the help of many partners, EPA has also approved more than 300 alternatives to 
ozone-depleting substances for industrial, commercial, and consumer uses.  Many of these new technologies also 
save energy and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

As a result of U.S. efforts combined with those worldwide to phase out ozone depleting substances, the ozone layer 
has not grown thinner since 1998 over most of the world.  Antarctic ozone is projected to return to pre-1980 levels 
around 2060 to 2075.  EPA estimates that between 1990 and 2165, an estimated 6.3 million U.S. lives will be saved 
as a result of these international actions to protect and restore the ozone layer. 

For more information about the anniversary of the Montreal Protocol, visit http://www.epa.gov/ozone/intpol/index.html. 

 10

http://www.epa.gov/sectors/shipbuilding/leanEMS_report.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/innovation/lean/
http://www.epa.gov/innovation/lean/
http://www.epa.gov/sectors/performance.html
http://www.epa.gov/sectors/shipbuilding/leanEMS_report.pdf
mailto:millett.john@epa.gov
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/eebfaebc1afd883d85257355005afd19/9e21bfeaeca4db06852573550061cc37!OpenDocument
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/eebfaebc1afd883d85257355005afd19/9e21bfeaeca4db06852573550061cc37!OpenDocument
http://www.epa.gov/ozone/intpol/index.html


 

 

Ozone Depleting Substances:  Turn-In Procedures 
Information available at https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/News/DLA/ODS/rtptoc.html   

The web site for the Defense Supply Center Richmond (DSCR) provides turn-in procedures for ozone 
depleting substances (ODS) via the Defense Environmental Network and Information Exchange (DENIX) 
(https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/News/DLA/ODS/rtptoc.html).  An overview of those procedures is 
provided below.  Visit the web site for a complete list of detailed instructions and contact information.  
Further details for U.S. Coast Guard unit turn-in procedures are included in ALCOAST 439/07.  
Mandatory compliance with all product safety procedures is paramount. 

• All types of ODS containers will be accepted in the Reserve to include cylinders, fire 
extinguishers, drums, spheres, and canisters.  Government recovery cylinders are available 
free of charge through DSCR for ODS turned in to the Reserve.  

• All ODS containers returned to the Reserve must be tagged/labeled as follows: 
o The shipper’s DoD Activity Address Code (DoDAAC). 
o The shipping activity with POC and phone number. 
o The National Stock Number (NSN) of cylinder(s) containing the recovered ODS. 
o Type of ODS (i.e., Halon 1301 or CFC-12). 
o The quantity of containers on the pallet or within the shipping crate. 
o Packaged and labeled in compliance with DOT regulations.  

• Fire suppression system cylinders and canisters with electrical charges or initiators must be 
deactivated prior to shipment to the Reserve.  Also, safety caps must be used to cover exposed 
actuation mechanisms and discharge ports on these special cylinders; otherwise, dangerous 
safety situations could arise during the shipping, receiving, or storage process. 

• Empty recovery and spec gas cylinders must be turned in to the Reserve.  Spec gas 
empty cylinders should not be used for recovering ODS. 

• CFC/Solvent – 113 and 1,1,1 Trichloroethane when turned in must be in their original 
containers in which the seal has never been broken. 

• Burnt out or mixed reserve products can be turned in to the Reserve.  Clearly identify the 
chemical by defining its components (i.e. R-12 & R-502).  

• See the web site for Special Handling Procedures for Halon 1301 System Cylinders.   

All deliveries must be scheduled through the Defense Distribution Depot Richmond Virginia (DDRV) 
Dispatch Office.  Transportation guidance and a list of applicable shipping regulations in also provided on 
the web site. 

Environmental Sleuth Keeps Rescue 21 Green 
By PA2 Judy Silverstein.  Reprinted from “Lines of Bearing, News from the Rescue 21 Project” Vol. 2, Issue 2, 
Spring 2007, http://www.uscg.mil/rescue21/news/R21%20Newsletter%202007%20Issue%202.pdf. 

Crunching through frozen snow, Tom Tansey is on the lookout for clues.  He’s assessing visual impact, cultural 
resources, wetland-related issues and potential affects on critical habitat.  Tansey serves as the Environmental 
Program Manager for the Rescue 21 Project.  For more than four years, he’s been building interdepartmental 
relationships and ensuring applicable state and federal guidelines are followed where the Coast Guard must build 
towers or critical infrastructure for improved communications with the boating public.  

Pausing to jot down notes in his notebook, Tansey is like a detective on the trail of a hot lead.  The weather in New 
York state is in sharp contrast to a recent field trip to the more swampy marshlands of Jekyll Island, Ga.  His job 
balances desk work with field work and regulations with reality, while a large portion of his time is dedicated to 
public outreach.  It’s a role he doesn’t take lightly, often working late into the night and on weekends.  Meticulous 
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site review includes consideration of architectural, aesthetic, and cultural concerns and measuring the overall impact 
of tower construction on a watershed - and a community. 

“I’m very sensitive to informing the public,” he said.  Tansey reads a comment gathered at a recent public meeting 
confirming the effort is appreciated by local residents in Montauk, L.I.  “Giving people the opportunity to comment on 
our proposals lets them know the Coast Guard is genuinely concerned with their views,” said Tansey, who served as a 
Guard officer for 22 years prior to his civilian job with Rescue 21.  While on active duty in the Coast Guard, among 
numerous environmental assignments, Tansey served as the Environmental Manager of the Eighth Coast Guard District 
in a diverse geographic district that spanned an area from the Mexican border to the Florida Panhandle.  He knows all 
too well the importance of working with local constituencies on the front end.  “I look for ways to meet the Coast 
Guard’s operational requirements regulations while remaining in compliance with environmental laws in searching for 
communications sites with the least environmental and community impact,” he said.  

Assignment to the Rescue 21 Project as a civilian was a natural progression in a career dedicated to environmental 
protection.  His work includes examination of sites for flora and critical wildlife habitat, but he’s also alert for 
historic and cultural clues (such as the presence of ancestral lands and artifacts).  Tansey routinely pulls off a car to 
the side of the road to examine a site for evidence of wildlife habitat or to photograph historic properties, often 
relying on his strong background, breadth of knowledge and thorough data collection prior to arrival in the area.  
Slowly, he fits the pieces of information together.  While his work often involves outreach and public meetings, and 
careful planning for both, it sometimes goes unnoticed.  That’s a testament to his meticulous preparation.  “It’s 
critical we spend the time to gather comments from members of the communities that would be most affected by our 
proposed actions,” he said.   

Tansey’s dedication to environmental stewardship earned him accolades and helped to build Rescue 21’s 
environmental program reputation, within the department of Homeland Security, as a model for other agencies to 
follow.  Recently, he was cited for Superior Environmental Performance for his work within the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the realm of Historic and Cultural Resource Management.  

“I am extremely pleased Tom’s work to keep the project “green” has been noticed,” said Capt. Dan Abel, Rescue 21 
Project Manager.  “Tom has built an Environmental Division that goes the extra mile to ensure environmental 
protection and a healthy partnership with the communities we serve.” 

By meeting and often exceeding environmental, historic, and cultural resource regulations, Tansey has helped the 
work of the Rescue 21 Project remain compatible with the Coast Guard’s environmental stewardship mission. 

Mr. Tansey recently received the 2007 Coast Guard Environmental Award for his environmental stewardship efforts. 

A Day at the Park for CGA Cadets 
Reprinted, with photos, from the Coast Guard Academy News and Events web site, September 24, 2007 
http://admissions.uscga.edu/i2e/news/news_details.asp?CID=350  
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Approximately 50 Coast Guard Academy (CGA) cadets descended upon Riverside 
Park in New London with one thing in mind: clean it up.  The cadets joined forces 
with the City of New London and other local volunteers from the community in a 
city-wide effort to give the park a much needed face lift. 

“The Coast Guard Academy Corps of Cadets takes great pride in New London and 
the surrounding community, as it is their home for at least four years.  The cadets 
volunteer thousands of hours to community service projects each year,” said Chief 
Petty Officer William Geary, Hotel Company chief and corps of cadets community 

service advisor for the Academy.  “The opportunity to volunteer time and service 
teaches the cadets that the Coast Guard doesn’t just protect the nation and save 
lives, we also serve the communities and neighborhoods we live and work in as 
well.” 

Annually, the Academy’s Corps of Cadets volunteer roughly 15,000 hours of 
service to communities throughout the United States, many of which are in the 
local area, which equates approximately 625 days worth of community service 
performed in one year. 

http://admissions.uscga.edu/i2e/news/news_details.asp?CID=350


 

NOAA Signs New Hawaiian Monk Seal Recovery Plan 
From NOAA News Releases 2007, http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2007/s2910.htm, August 22, 2007 and 
FishNews, http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/fishnews/2007/08282007.htm August 28, 2007 

NOAA Fisheries Service has announced the adoption of a new Endangered Species Act (ESA) Recovery Plan for 
the Hawaiian monk seal.  In addition, NOAA Fisheries Service has completed a five-year review of Hawaiian monk 
seal status, as required by the ESA.  This is the first time changes have been made to the plan since it was originally 
drafted in 1983.  The Hawaiian monk seal is one of the world’s most endangered species, and this recovery plan is 
designed to help save the species from extinction. 
Recovery plans are designed to describe the threats facing the species and the actions needed to address those 
threats, under an Endangered Species Act requirement.  Although the monk seal population remained stable in the 
1990s, the Hawaiian monk seal is in crisis because the population is now declining at a rate of about four percent per 
year.  Biologists estimate the current population at about 1,200 individuals.  Biologists’ models predict the species’ 
population will fall below 1,000 animals within the next three to four years.  This places the Hawaiian monk seal 
among the world’s most endangered species. 

The crucial threats to Hawaiian monk seals are food limitation, 
entanglement, and shark predation.  Serious threats to Hawaiian monk 
seals are identified as infectious disease, habitat loss, fishery 
interaction, male aggression, and human interaction.  Finally, the plan 
identifies biotoxins, vessel groundings, and contaminants as moderate 
threats to this species. 

For more than two decades, NOAA scientists have worked to 
manage and study the population.  Although their numbers would be 
much lower if nothing had been done, significant and potential 
threats continue to threaten this species.  Most importantly, very low 
survival of juvenile animals, believed to be principally related to 
food limitation, has persisted for many years across much of the 
population.  Unless the numbers of young females increase, 
biologists fear there will not be enough reproductive animals in the 
population for recovery to occur.  

A rare Hawaiian monk seal sleeps on the ruins of
an old seaplane ramp at Midway Atoll in the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands.  In the background
is Coast Guard buoy tender Kukui.  (Photo by
Ensign Jeff West, U.S. Coast Guard Fourteenth
District Public Information web site.) 

This new version of the recovery plan is significant since it addresses these and other threats, and details the 
management and research needed to give monk seals the best chance for survival.  Although most of the monk seal 
population is found in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, now part of the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National 
Monument, the new plan also addresses the growing population in the main Hawaiian Islands. 

The Hawaiian Monk Seal Recovery Plan, the 5-year review, and a summary of NOAA’s response to public comments on the 
draft Recovery Plan are available online at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/mammals/pinnipeds/hawaiianmonkseal.htm. 

Coast Guard Cutter Kiska Crew Helps NOAA Transfer Monk Seal 
From the U.S. Coast Guard Fourteenth District Public Information Site, http://www.uscghawaii.com/go/doc/800/170052/

With the aide of crewmembers from Coast Guard Cutter Kiska, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) brought a 
monk seal from Kona to Hilo on the Big Island of Hawaii.  Under the 
watchful eyes of the NOAA veterinarian, the seven NOAA personnel 
and the crew of the Kiska transferred the monk seal to Volcano National 
Park.  After the three-hour transit NOAA and Kiska crew released the 
monk seal from the cutter and led it toward shore with Kiska’s small 
boat.  This release will allow for the female monk seal to grow to a 
mature size and have a better chance of survival in the wild.   

Photo by LTJG Greg McLamb and CGC Kiska crew. 
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NOAA Launches National Marine Debris Education Effort  
From NOAA Fisheries Service: FishNews, Nov. 9, 2007, http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/fishnews/2007/11092007.htm 
and Marine Debris 101, http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/marinedebris101/welcome.html  

NOAA has launched a comprehensive effort aimed at reducing dangerous marine debris.  The Internet-based 
educational campaign for marine debris awareness and prevention answers President Bush’s call to increase public 
awareness and understanding of the global problem of marine debris.  Titled Marine Debris 101 this new section of 
the NOAA Marine Debris Program web site is part of a multi-agency national campaign to provide the general 
public, as well as avid beachgoers, boaters, fishermen, students and educators with information on the impacts of 
marine debris and how they can become a part of the solution to reduce debris in the environment.  Many sources of 
marine debris are from mishandled land-based waste.  Successful ocean stewardship and conservation depend on 
informed policy-makers and an informed public.  

The Marine Debris 101 web site encourages boaters and marina owners to report illegal dumping to their local U.S. 
Coast Guard Sector Office via VHF marine radio, or by calling (800) 424-8802, or by visiting the Homeport web 
site to locate their local Coast Guard Sector Office.  For children, Marine Debris 101 provides links to educational 
resources, such as the Coast Guard’s Inky the Whale and the Adventures of Captain Cleanwater, among others.  
Scientific resources for marine debris research and abatement are also available. 

Coast Guard Cleans South Beach Florida during International Coastal Cleanup Efforts  
Press Release from the U.S. Coast Guard Seventh District Office of Public Affairs, September 14, 2007, 
https://www.piersystem.com/go/doc/586/171787/ and https://www.piersystem.com/go/doc/586/172219/  

Coast Guard men and women stationed throughout South Florida 
volunteered their support for the 22nd Annual International Coastal 
Cleanup on South Beach.  Nearly 150 to 200 Coast Guardsmen walked 
South Beach between 10th Street and Government Cut helping the Miami-
Dade Coastal Cleanup project in an effort to remove trash and debris 
littering the world-renowned tourist destination.  

Thousands of volunteers worldwide representing more than 80 countries 
headed to shores, riverbanks, beaches, and reefs on September 15th to 
remove debris that can potentially harm wildlife and choke waterways 
with pollution.  

“I think it’s important to take time during an event like this and join 
members of our community to protect the resources we have now for our 
families in the future,” said Chief Petty Officer Robert Wood, an 
operations specialist for the Seventh Coast Guard District.  

LT James Sufferin, from Coast Guard Sector 
Miami’s Prevention Department, receives 
trash that his four-year-old son picked up. 
Many Coast Guard families took part in the 
International Coastal Cleanup which took 
place on South Beach, Fla., Sept. 15th. The first year the program was instituted more than 10,500 Floridians 

cleaned 915 miles of shoreline and collected 194 tons of debris.  For more 
information on the coastal cleanup efforts, visit www.miamidadecoastalcleanup.org or www.oceanconservancy.org. 

Contract Awarded for Cleanup of Former Coast Guard Unit 
Press Release from the U.S. Coast Guard Fourteenth District Office of Public Affairs, October 16, 2007, 
http://www.uscghawaii.com/go/doc/800/177829/   

U.S. Coast Guard Civil Engineering Unit Honolulu has awarded the contract for the remediation of Polychlorinated 
Bi-phenyl (PCB) soils from the former Coast Guard long range aids to navigation (LORAN) station on Cocos Island 
to Unitek Environmental Guam.  The contract will entail excavation of contaminated soils, transport of the soils to 
the treatment unit, return of treated soils to Cocos Island, and restoration of the excavation site.  Work will begin at 
the site following issuance of permits and regulatory approval of the various components of the Site Work Plan.  
Contact CEU Honolulu at (808) 541-2129 for more information.  
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Sea Turtle Conservation News 
NOAA Fisheries Service Issues Rule to Improve Sea Turtle Bycatch Monitoring  
From NOAA News Releases 2007, http://www.publicaffairs.noaa.gov/releases2007/aug07/noaa07-r126.html, 
August 3, 2007  

NOAA Fisheries Service issued a rule under the 
Endangered Species Act today to require fishing vessels in 
designated fisheries to take observers on board to help 
collect information on bycatch of sea turtles.  Collected 
information from the observers helps better protect sea 
turtles from being injured or killed in fishing nets.  All sea 
turtles in the United States are listed as endangered or 
threatened.  Thousands die each year as a result of getting 
entangled in fishing gear. 
“We’re issuing this rule to increase our ability to protect 
sea turtles and to restore their populations,” said Bill 
Hogarth, NOAA Fisheries Service director.  “Observers 
collect key scientific information that we need to 
minimize bycatch in our fisheries.  This information also 
helps us carry out our obligations under the ESA.”  
NOAA Fisheries Service will be better positioned to 
address the sea turtle bycatch problem in the future as a 
result of the observer rule.  Observers will help determine 
whether existing measures to reduce sea turtle bycatch are 
working, or whether new or additional measures are 
needed.  The rule will apply to designated fishing vessels 
operating in both state and federal waters and to 
designated U.S. fishing vessels on the high seas. 
Current regulations under the Endangered Species Act 
allow NOAA Fisheries Service to place observers on 
vessels on a short-term basis in response to an emergency 
event, such as a mass sea turtle stranding.  However, these 
limited, temporary observer requirements do not enable 
the agency to collect comprehensive information on all sea turtle-fishery interactions of concern.  The new rule 
allows NOAA Fisheries Service to identify potential sea turtle bycatch problems before they reach crisis levels, 
which could ultimately result in stricter management measures.  

Coast Guard Untangles 600-Pound Sea Turtle 
Press release from the U.S. Coast Guard Fifth 
District Public Information web site, 
https://www.piersystem.com/go/doc/651/166019/

A member of the Coast Guard untangles a 600-pound 
leatherback sea turtle, July 26, 2007, four miles off 
the New Jersey coast near Ocean City Reef, N.J. 

The approximately 90-year-old turtle got entangled in 
a crab pot rope and was reported to the Coast Guard 
by the Marine Mammal Stranding Center. 
(Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Sean Goode, U.S. Coast 
Guard.) 

Under this rule, each year NOAA Fisheries Service will publish in the Federal Register a draft and final determination 
of fisheries it intends to monitor for sea turtle interactions.  The determination will be based on the best available 
information regarding sea turtle-fishery interactions, sea turtle distribution, or fishing gear characteristics.  
The final rule can be found online at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/turtles/regulations.htm. 

Coast Guard and NOAA Team Up to Save Entangled Sea Turtle 
Press release from the U.S. Coast Guard Fourteenth District Office of Public Affairs, 
http://www.uscghawaii.com/go/doc/800/157629/

This past May, the Coast Guard teamed with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to save a sea turtle 
trapped in an abandoned fishing net.  The 60-pound, Olive Ridley Turtle was pulled from the waters off Barbers 
Point and brought back to Honolulu.  The NMFS team brought the turtle to their veterinarian, who treated it for 
minor injuries.  The turtle was tagged and later released into the ocean.  In Hawaii, the Olive Ridley Turtle in is 
listed as “threatened” under the Endangered Species Act. 
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A good Samaritan onboard the Kandie J. spotted the turtle and made the initial report to CG Sector Honolulu.  The 
Coast Guard contacted the NMFS, a division of NOAA, who sent a team to rescue the turtle.  The team deployed 
with a small boat crew out of Coast Guard Station Honolulu. 

This is not the first time the Coast Guard and NMFS have worked together to help sea turtles; in fact, they have an 
ongoing relationship.  To reduce the impact of fisheries on sea turtles, NMFS has implemented sea turtle 
conservation measures like turtle exclusion devices in trawl fisheries, large circle hooks in longline fisheries, time 
and area closures for gillnets, and modifications to pound net leaders.  The Coast Guard inspects this equipment 
during fishing vessel boardings and enforces the regulations set by NMFS. 

Unfortunately, not all entangled turtles fare as well as this one.  Many are not spotted until they wash ashore, where 
they face a long road to recovery, if they recover at all.  This case highlights the impact of human activities on the 
water and the important role we all play in protecting our living oceans. 

Coast Guard Blue Whale Operations Update 
Press Release from the U.S. Coast Guard Eleventh District Office of Public Affairs, October 9, 2007, 
http://www.uscgsanfrancisco.com/go/doc/823/177687

A NOAA Channel Island National 
Marine Sanctuary Scientist scans for 
blue whales from the observation 
window of a Coast Guard C-130, from 
Air Station Sacramento, flying off of 
the Santa Barbara coast.  (Coast 
Guard photograph by Petty Officer 
3rd Class Michael Anderson.)

Coast Guard District Eleven continues to support the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) in conducting overflights to monitor the locations of blue 
whales in the Santa Barbara Channel and surrounding area.  This information is 
being passed to vessel agents to increase industry awareness. 

Since September 8, 2007, two blue whale carcasses have been discovered in the 
Santa Barbara Channel, and one was discovered in Long Beach Harbor.  The 
Coast Guard is working closely with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) concerning measures to help protect against future blue 
whale strikes.  Commercial mariners are cooperating in this effort.  The following 
is a list of the measures that Coast Guard, in conjunction with NOAA, has taken: 

• The Coast Guard issued a Broadcast Notice to Mariners advising mariners 
transiting through the channel and in and out of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach Harbors to exercise caution.  The Broadcast Notice to Mariners 
includes NOAA’s recommendation that all vessel operators transiting the 
Santa Barbara Channel do so at speeds not in excess of 10 knots. 

• Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) continues to issue warnings to 
commercial vessels planning to transit through the Santa Barbara Channel 
of the potential for blue whales. 

• The Coast Guard issued a press release to vessel agents and the port 
authorities for Los Angeles and Long Beach notifying them of the potential 
presence of blue whales in the Santa Barbara Channel and Los Angeles and 
Long Beach Harbors. 

• Coast Guard District Eleven continues to support the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in conducting 
overflights to monitor the locations of blue whales. 

• NOAA is using its National Weather Service marine radio program to broadcast the Coast Guard’s Broadcast 
Notice to Mariners with NOAA’s recommendation that all vessel operators transiting the Santa Barbara 
Channel do so at speeds not in excess of 10 knots. 

• The Coast Guard is continuing to work with NOAA to monitor this situation and assist NOAA in the adoption 
of other measures as necessary. 

Collisions with whales or sightings of injured whales should be reported to NOAA at (562) 980-4017.  Boaters can 
contact the U.S. Coast Guard on Channel 16.  For more information on U.S. Coast Guard living marine resource 
protection, visit http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-o/g-opl/LMR/LMR.htm.  For more information on blue whales from 
NOAA, visit http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/mammals/cetaceans/bluewhale.htm. 
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China, U.S., Japan Cooperate Against High-Seas Drift Nets 
Compiled from various press releases from the U.S. Coast Guard Seventeenth District Office of Public Affairs 
http://www.uscgalaska.com/go/doctype/780/7072/, September 7th, October 4th, and October 11, 2007  

This fall, the United States Coast Guard, the People’s Republic of China Fisheries Law Enforcement Command 
(FLEC), and Japanese Coast Guard are working together to investigate vessels suspected of illegal high-seas drift 
net fishing in the North Pacific Ocean.   

As reported on October 11th, the U.S. Coast Guard and the People’s Republic of China FLEC investigated three 
fishing vessels suspected of illegal high-seas drift net fishing 400 miles east of Hokkaido, Japan.  The U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Boutwell with a FLEC officer onboard intercepted the fishing vessels Lu Rong Yu 2659, 2660, and 
6105 after an HH-65 helicopter, deployed with Boutwell from Air Station Barbers Point, Hawaii, identified the three 
vessels as possible high-seas drift net fishing vessels.  All vessels were intercepted by a joint China / U.S. boarding 
team from the cutter Boutwell.  Once onboard the vessels, the boarding teams determined that all the vessels were 
rigged for high-seas drift net fishing and were all registered in the People’s Republic of China.  The master of one 
vessel admitted to the boarding team to having 9,000 meters of nets onboard.  The Boutwell transferred custody of 
the three vessels to the 378-foot U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Midgett, which was scheduled to transfer the fishing 
vessels to the Chinese FLEC the following day. 

“The presence of a Chinese Fisheries Law Enforcement Command ship rider on board Boutwell expedited the 
boarding and seizure process, basically allowing the Chinese to enforce Chinese law on a Chinese vessel,” said 
CAPT Michael Neussl, Chief of Staff for the Seventeenth Coast Guard District in Juneau, Alaska.  “The value of 
international agreements to facilitate these joint operations is phenomenal.” 

This scene was repeated previously on September 24th when an HH-65 helicopter, deployed from the Boutwell, 
reportedly observed the Zhe Dai Yuan Yu 829 concealing net spreaders.  Once boarded by the joint China / U.S. team 
from the Boutwell, the master of the vessel admitted to having two groups of nets approximately 18,000 to 21,000 feet 
in length.  These illegal drift nets were also spotted on board the Lu Rong Yu 829 during a separate boarding.   
Lu Rong Yu 829 had also attempted to disguise its name and origin.  Both vessels reportedly contained squid, shark fins 
and various other marine life.  They were confirmed to be registered in the People’s Republic of China and taken into 
custody by the Chinese fisheries officer onboard Cutter Boutwell.  The fishing vessels were then escorted to the 
Tsugaru Straight and transferred to the Chinese Fisheries Law Enforcement Command Vessel 202. 

High-seas drift net enforcement cooperation between China, United States, Japan, Canada, Russia, and Korea over the 
past years has resulted in a dramatic decrease in large-scale, high-seas drift net activity in the North Pacific.  “A handful 
of illegal drift net fishermen can cause disproportionate damage to overstressed North Pacific Fisheries because the 
drift net is so environmentally devastating,” said CAPT Michael Inman, Chief of Response, 17th Coast Guard District. 

In a similar incident on September 6th, the Boutwell intercepted the 120-foot fishing vessel Lu Rong Yu 6007 after a 
Japanese maritime patrol aircraft identified it as a possible high-seas drift net vessel.  The Lu Rong Yu 6007 had 
attempted to disguise its name and flew no flag, but the Chinese agent aboard Boutwell noted it bore characteristics 
of a Chinese fishing boat including the listing of a Chinese homeport on its stern.  The joint China / U.S. boarding 
team was dispatched from Cutter Boutwell to the fishing vessel to investigate further.  Lu Rong Yu 6007 refused to 
answer hails from the Boutwell and attempted evasive maneuvers to frustrate the boarding, going so far as to drag 
nets in front of the boarding team’s boat to attempt to foul their propeller.  Boutwell launched a second small boat 
and the joint China / U.S. team boarded the vessel safely. 

After intercepting and boarding the Lu Rong Yu 6007 and questioning its crew of 29, the Chinese officer confirmed 
from the vessel’s documentation that it was registered in the People's Republic of China.  With the assistance of U.S. 
Coast Guard personnel from the Boutwell, the Chinese officer verified that the vessel was rigged for large scale 
high-seas drift net fishing and the cargo hold was full of various species of fish including shark and swordfish.  The 
crew of Boutwell also spotted an additional 3,000 yards of nearby drift nets in the water which the Lu Rong Yu 6007 
master said was not his.  On September 13, the Boutwell transferred the vessel over to Chinese authorities. 

The Lu Rong Yu 6007 case “clearly highlights the international cooperation necessary to be effective in enforcing 
the United Nations recommended global moratorium on large scale high-seas drift net fishing and combating the 
plaque of Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing on the High Seas.  Aerial surveillance coupled with 
surface interdiction assets and cooperative agreements with our international law enforcement partners made this 
case possible.  The abandoned 3,000 yards of drift net represents a long term threat to living marine resources as it 
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BREAKING NEWS: the COSCO BUSAN Oil Spill 
For updated reports, volunteer information, 
telephone numbers, and response images, visit 
www.CoscoBusanIncident.com.  Look for more 
information about this incident and other oil 
spill prevention and response measures in 
future issues of Environmental Times. 

indiscriminately continues to kill as it drifts like a ghost in the ocean.  I’m proud to be working with our Chinese and 
other North Pacific fisheries enforcement counterparts to remove this hazard from the sea,” said CAPT Neussl.  
China Fisheries Law Enforcement Command Division Director Cui Haiyan added that the case is a successful 
example of Sino-U.S. cooperation. 

A drift net is a fishing net that has the ability to indiscriminately catch massive amounts of fish and other marine life 
by means of suspension in open water.  The U.S. Coast Guard participates in international cooperative efforts 
against high-seas drift net fishermen as encouraged by the United Nations.  The term IUU Fishing describes a wide 
range of destructive fishing activities which includes use of large scale high-seas drift nets.  Many maritime nations, 
including the United States, have undertaken to monitor and deter IUU Fishing and protect shared living marine 
resources and their environments.  IUU Fishing is considered to be one of the main obstacles to sustainable world 
fisheries and healthy oceans ecosystems. 

The United States, Japan, Canada, Russia, and Korea are part of the North Pacific Anadromous Fish Convention 
(NPAFC) which meets annually to discuss issues related to marine science and high-seas fisheries enforcement.  
Multilateral high-seas enforcement cooperation between NPAFC countries together with additional coordinated 
enforcement with China for the past several years has resulted in a dramatic decrease in suspected large scale high-
seas drift net activity in the North Pacific. 

 

 

 
Coast Guard Announces New Regulations for Oil Barge Traffic in Buzzards Bay  
Press release from the U.S. Coast Guard First District Public Affairs web site, August 30, 2007, 
http://www.uscgnewengland.com/go/doc/778/169987/  

The Coast Guard has announced new regulations for tanker and tank barge combinations that transit through Buzzards 
Bay and the establishment of a Vessel Movement Reporting System for larger commercial vessels in the bay.  

First Coast Guard District Commander Rear Admiral Tim Sullivan announced the new regulations, which take 
effect November 28, 2007, in a press conference at the Massachusetts Maritime Academy.  “As stewards of our 
marine environment, the Coast Guard is enacting new rules to help protect Buzzards Bay from oil spills.  In creating 
this resolution, the Coast Guard aimed to strike a balance not only between the stakeholders and interest groups 
involved in Buzzards Bay, but also, our ultimate duties to protect the public, the environment, and the U.S. 
economic interests,” said Rear Admiral Sullivan.   

“We sought and considered input from a wide-array of stakeholders.  While the final rule does not implement all of 
the proposals made during the development process, we find it is the most prudent course of action to safeguard 
Buzzards Bay from future oil spills, while minimizing impediments to the flow of interstate commerce, particularly 
the flow of home heating oil into the Northeast,” said Sullivan. 

The purpose of the new rules is to reduce the likelihood of an incident that might result in a collision, allision, or 
grounding and the aftermath discharge or release of oil or hazardous material into the navigable waters of Buzzards 
Bay.  Its main provisions are:  

• Single-hulled tank barges transiting Buzzards Bay must be accompanied by escort tugs in addition to a primary tug.  
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• A pilot, separate from the vessel’s master and crew and operating under a properly endorsed federal pilot’s 
license, must be aboard the tug towing single-hulled tank barges transiting Buzzards Bay. 

• A Vessel Movement Reporting System (VMRS) will be established for Buzzards Bay, monitored by the Coast 
Guard and the Army Corps of Engineers.  Participation in the VMRS is mandatory for vessels subject to the 
Vessel Bridge-to-Bridge VHF Radiotelephone regulations, including tug / barge combinations. 

The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Anthony Petit
deploys VOSS during a three day international oil spill 
drill in Ketchikan. (Official USCG photo by PA3 
Richard Brahm.) 

Further, recommended navigation routes will remain as recommended, not mandatory, to allow maximum flexibility 
for masters to meet unusual or challenging situations. 

The rule was published August 30, 2007 in the Federal Register and is available at 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-16844.htm. 

U.S. and Canadian Coast Guards Conduct International Oil Spill Training 
Press release from the U.S. Coast Guard Seventeenth District Office of Public Affairs, September 24, 2007, 
http://www.uscgalaska.com/go/doc/780/173402/

The U.S. and Canadian Coast Guards and other state and federal 
agencies completed a three day international training exercise on 
September 20th in Ketchikan.  

The exercise was designed to refine and test the joint emergency 
response procedures of the United States and Canada during a 
major pollution incident on waterways shared by both nations.  
The scenario presented to the group simulated the grounding and 
discharge of oil into the river from a large merchant vessel. 

The Coast Guard Cutter Anthony Petit, home ported in 
Ketchikan, deployed its Vessel of Opportunity Skimming System 
(VOSS) as part of the drill.  The system is designed to be easily 
deployed from a variety of vessels during an oil spill.  A 
mechanical arm is extended out from the vessel’s side and trails a 
boom to gather and retrieve oil. 

“Today represents the culmination of two years of planning, actually more than 15 years of planning, because the 
United States and Canada have been exercising our capabilities to mitigate oil spills since 1992,” said Captain Mark 
Guillory Sector Juneau Commanding Officer. 

For more information on the drill, contact Coast Guard public affairs at (907) 463-2065.  A video of the VOSS 
system deployed during the exercise and comments from exercise participants can be downloaded from the 
following link:  www.uscg.mil/d17/news/CANUSDRILL.wmv.  

Ten Federal Agencies Join Forces to Spur Puget Sound Recovery 
Reprinted from the EPA Newsroom, August 20, 2007 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/e87e8bc7fd0c11f1852572a000650c05/0bc2414d697c248c8525733d0076b
488!OpenDocument  

Ten federal agencies, ranging from the Army Corps of Engineers to the National Park Service, have signed on to a 
campaign to restore the health of Puget Sound.  Senior officials from each organization joined Congressman Norm 
Dicks and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regional Administrator Elin D. Miller at a signing ceremony at 
Tacoma’s Jack Hyde Park on the Commencement Bay waterfront.  

According to EPA’s Elin Miller, the ceremony underscores the federal government’s commitment to making the 
health of Puget Sound both a Regional and National Priority.  “We’re pleased to come together as true federal 
partners to help the State of Washington to bring much-needed help to the Puget Sound,” said Miller. “Aided by 
Congressman Dicks’ vision, leadership, and commitment, we’re launching a new effort by federal agencies to align 
people and resources to make the Sound cleaner and healthier.” 
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Agency officials close to the new federal partnership indicate that by uniting in a “Federal Caucus” of natural 
resource, environmental health, and land management agencies, each partner is committing to work towards a 
common problem-solving framework for restoring the Sound.  Specifically, this new partnership is seen as a way to:  

• Engage federal agency leaders to align available resources and programs to help support of Puget Sound recovery,  
• Strengthen and enhance federal coordination of Puget Sound science, resource management, and recovery efforts 

and policies, and  
• Provide united leadership and support for Washington State and local governments working to protect and restore 

Puget Sound.  

The ten signing partners are the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture – Natural Resource Conservation Service, U.S. Navy, U.S. Geological Survey, National 
Park Service, and the U.S. Coast Guard.  

For more on the Health of Puget Sound and Puget Sound Recovery, visit http://www.psp.wa.gov. 

For more about the Puget Sound Georgia Basin Ecosystem, visit http://www.epa.gov/Region10/psgb/. 

State, Federal Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness, and Response Summit  
Abstract of information available from the Washington State Department of 
Ecology, http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/ecyuscg/main.html and USCG 
District 13 Public Affairs, http://www.d13publicaffairs.com/go/doc/21/162390/  

On June 26, 2007, the Washington State Department of Ecology and the U.S. Coast Guard held an oil spill summit 
co-chaired by Rear Admiral Richard R. Houck and Washington Governor Christine Gregoire.  The purpose of the 
summit was the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement detailing the continuing partnership at state and federal 
levels concerning oil spill prevention, preparedness, and response.  The twelve protocols that support the 
memorandum describe in detail how the state and Coast Guard will work together in areas such as plan review, 
transfer procedures, drills and exercises, inspections, response, training, and information sharing.  The summit was 
the culmination of six months of work, which included a public meeting designed to facilitate stakeholder discussion 
and a public comment period regarding the shared strategic work plan.  The work plan is seen as a living document, 
a beginning point for the strategies that must now be implemented.   

“We clearly have one of the best oil spill programs in the country,” said Governor Gregoire.  “That said, our greatest 
enemy is complacency – we need to renew our vigilance and we must pursue continuous improvement in our 
programs.  We are still a long way from our established federal and state goals of zero-spills – we still see many 
smaller spills, and we have more and bigger ships – increasing our risk of a spill.” 

“Today’s MOA will add yet another layer of value to the Coast Guard’s rigorous prevention system which includes 
vessel inspections, an international Vessel Traffic Service, extensive aids to navigation network, and a dynamic 
search and rescue capability,” said RADM Richard Houck.  “Together, as part of our larger prevention system, the 
signed MOA will add focus to what already is an important partnership.” 

A PDF copy of the memorandum of agreement signed at the summit can be found on the Washington State 
Department of Ecology web site at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/ecyuscg/summit.html.  This state web site 
shares information with the public regarding the Coast Guard partnership in the Pacific Northwest.  Information 
provided includes: 

• The Strategic Work Plan, which “describes initiatives agreed to by the two agencies, outlines implementing 
actions, and sets a target completion date,” 

• Current protocols, which “are the procedural documents that guide the agencies’ partnership work and through 
which everyday activities are coordinated,”  

• A list of federal and state partnerships, and  
• Public events, public comment periods, and quarterly meeting information. 
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2007 State of Sound Report:  Status on the Health of the Puget Sound 
Highlights of the Executive Summary from the Puget Sound Partnership (http://www.psp.wa.gov/puget_sound/sos.htm) 

The 2007 State of the Sound Report provides an overview of more than two dozen environmental indicators that 
reflect the health of the Puget Sound.  While there have been advances in stormwater management, septic system 
repairs, endangered species recovery plans, oil spill prevention, invasive species control, and other areas, the list 
below (taken, in part, from the Executive Summary) highlights some of the environmental challenges identified by 
the Puget Sound Partnership.  A detailed account of each of these indicators can be found in the Partnership’s full  
State of the Sound report and in the more technical document, 2007 Puget Sound Update 
(http://www.psp.wa.gov/puget_sound/update.htm).  

• “Nutrient pollution is contributing to low dissolved oxygen conditions and sporadic fish kills in Hood Canal.  
Other parts of Puget Sound appear to be vulnerable to the same conditions.” 

• “Pathogen and bacterial pollution has left nearly one-third of the Sound’s commercial shellfish growing areas 
restricted from harvest, and the number of shellfish beds threatened with closure has increased.” 

• “Chinook salmon from Puget Sound have two-to-six times the PCBs and five-to-17 times the PBDEs in their 
bodies compared to other West Coast Chinook populations.  Because of contamination, the Department of Health 
recently issued a consumption advisory for Puget Sound Chinook.” 

• “Mussel Watch data collected since 1984 shows Puget Sound mussels exceed national averages for PAHs (100-
1,000 percent), PCBs (60 percent) and mercury (20 percent).” 

• “Harbor seal pups in south Puget Sound are seven times more contaminated with PCBs than seal pups from the 
Georgia Basin.  PBDE levels in seals have increased dramatically over the past 20 years, from less than 50 parts 
per billion in fatty tissue to more than 1,000 ppb.” 

• “In 2005, southern resident orcas were added to the federal Endangered Species list…these animals continue to 
face serious threats from pollution, declines in prey, increased noise from water vessels, and risk from oil spills.” 

• “During the summer of 2005, 24 of 65 Puget Sound beaches violated water quality standards for bacteria.  Seven 
beaches had multiple violations.” 

• “Over the past century, the Puget Sound region warmed at a rate more than double that of average global temperature.  
Projections indicate the region’s air temperatures will continue to rise.  Even the lowest estimated warming will have 
negative environmental impacts, including smaller snow packs, warmer rivers and more intense dry spells.” 

Washington State and the U.S. Coast Guard Conduct Unannounced Spill Readiness Drill  
From the Washington State Dept. of Ecology, Nov. 15, 2007, http://www.ecy.wa.gov/news/2007news/2007-341.html  

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) and the U.S. Coast Guard held an unannounced oil spill 
preparedness drill November 14th at U.S. Oil & Refining Co. in Tacoma to determine whether the company could 
meet mandatory state readiness requirements.   

Linda Pilkey-Jarvis, Ecology Spill Preparedness Manager, said the U.S. Oil & Refining drill was conducted to test 
how well the company could coordinate an adequate response to a 420,000-gallon crude oil spill at the refinery.  
“They did a great job.  The company met our readiness expectations – calling in their contractors, setting up an 
emergency response structure, and planning how best to tackle a huge spill in Commencement Bay.  They did 
everything they needed to do and more,” Pilkey-Jarvis said. “The recent spill in California is an unfortunate 
reminder that we need to remain diligent in our preparedness for oil spills.  This test for U.S. Oil shows that the 
company has a viable system in place.” 

U.S. Oil & Refining is the only petroleum refinery in the South Puget Sound.  The company produces and supplies 
gasoline, ultra-low sulfur diesel, commercial and military jet fuel, marine fuels, and asphalt.  The refinery can produce 
more than 1.6 million gallons of petroleum products a day, with a storage capacity exceeding 84 million gallons.  

The unannounced drill involved 35 staff from U.S. Oil & Refining while simulating the involvement of Ecology and 
Coast Guard spill personnel, 70 people in the field, and more than 20 vessels, including nine oil skimming vessels.  
For more information, contact Curt Hart at (360) 407-6239 or visit the Department of Ecology spill preparedness 
web site at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/preparedness/preparednesstable.htm.  
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Available Online:  Environmental Standards Update Summer 2007 Edition 
At the end of August, the U.S. Coast Guard Environmental Standards Division (CG-5224) published its 
summer 2007 edition of the Environmental Standards Update.  A partial list of articles from that edition 
includes: 

• “Outcomes from the 56th Session of IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee” 
• “Operation of the National Ballast Information Clearinghouse: A Day in the Life of a Ballast Water Report” 
• “USCG Continues to Make Progress on the DPEIS for the Discharge Standard” 
• “Development of the Draft EIS for Dry Cargo Residues on the Great Lakes” 
• “Shipboard Technology Evaluation Deadlines for 2007” 

Check out these topics and more in the summer 2007 edition available online at http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-
m/mso/docs/Summer07EStandardsUpdate.pdf.    

Green Scene Podcasts - Environmental Discussions On the Go 
Reprinted from the EPA Newsroom, Nov. 16, 2007. Contact: Andrew Wilkins, (202) 564-4355 / wilkins.andrew@epa.gov. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/eebfaebc1afd883d85257355005afd19/90a15b6ce0bcadc08525739500546
50c!OpenDocument   

Whether you’re watching online or listening on your MP3 player, Green Scene podcasts are a way to explore 
environmental issues with EPA’s top experts.  Through EPA’s latest downloadable tool, Agency officials discuss 
how EPA is helping protect our nation’s environment while providing the public with useful tips and information on 
how they can make a difference in their communities.  The discussions will take place biweekly and run roughly 
five minutes in length.  

The agency’s first podcast features Dr. George Gray, the agency’s chief researcher, talking about America Recycles 
Day.  The Green Scene Podcast box is located near the top of the EPA home page (www.epa.gov).  In addition, all 
discussions are archived and posted at www.epa.gov/newsroom/greenscene. 

EPA Amends the National Environmental Policy Rule  
Reprinted from the EPA Newsroom, Sept. 19, 2007, Contact: Roxanne Smith, (202) 564-4355 / smith.roxanne@epa.gov. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/eebfaebc1afd883d85257355005afd19/9b2521cfcd9963d98525735b0062b
bdc!OpenDocument  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has modified procedures implementing the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), which established the U.S. government’s policy for environmental protection.  The final rule 
clarifies and consolidates technical requirements of EPA’s environmental review process and includes minor 
changes to EPA’s procedures for implementing Executive Order 12114 entitled “Environmental Effects Abroad of 
Major Federal Actions.”  The revisions were necessary because EPA’s current NEPA regulations do not cover a 
number of EPA actions that have been put in place since the rule was originally written. 
Established in 1969, NEPA’s basic policy is to assure that all federal agencies consider the environment prior to 
approving federal actions.  Specifically, NEPA requires federal agencies to evaluate the potential environmental 
effects of their actions prior to approving them.  Moreover, NEPA requires federal agencies to consider measures to 
minimize adverse effects of their actions, and to solicit and consider public input as part of the environmental review 
process. 
To view the new rule in the Federal Register, go to:  
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-18053.htm  
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Green Travel Tips 
Compiled from various web sites by Brian Miranda, Environmental Management Intern (CG-443) 

Environmental stewardship can be applied to many aspects of the workplace, including business travel.  Keep these 
eco-friendly tips in mind the next time your job requires a trip out of town or conference support. 

TRAVEL 

 Use public transportation when available. 
 Leave the driving to others:  use the hotel van instead of renting a car, use the bus or local transit 

system, or share taxis. 
 If renting an automobile is unavoidable, rent a Hybrid vehicle. 
 If flying is unnecessary, take a train to your destination and enjoy the view of the U.S. 

HOTEL STAYS 

 Participate in hotel linen programs, or let the hotel know that it is not necessary to change your 
sheets and towels every day. 

 When you leave your hotel room, turn off the AC / heat, lights, TV, and radio.  Close the drapes. 
 Participate in hotel recycling programs by placing recyclables in appropriate bins. 
 Let hotel management know, by speaking directly to management or writing them a note, that you 

want them to conserve and that you want to participate. 
 If the hotel provides complimentary newspapers, pass yours on to someone else, or leave it in the 

lobby for another reader.  Ask the hotel to see that it is recycled. 

FOOD / RESTAURANTS 

 Limit take out and delivery to avoid creating packaging waste. 

ECOTOURISM 

 Support conservation programs at your destination, if possible. 

OFFICE 

 Use a laptop and projector to run meetings electronically. 
 Use (or install) video-conferencing to save travel for meetings. 
 If you have to print a document, web page, or email, just print the text you need. 
 Turn off your monitor when you go for lunch, a meeting, or even a coffee break. 
 Turn off your PC if you are not going to be using it for a few hours. 
 Use recycling bins for paper, cardboard, bottles, cans, and plastics. 
 When possible, use both sides of paper. 

References:   
http://www.greenhotels.com/grntrav.htm
http://www.sepa.org.uk/green/guidance.htm
http://www.businesscreditcards.com/bootstrapper/working-green-50-tips-to-reduce-your-offices-waste/
http://gosw.about.com/od/resortsandtours/a/greentravel_2.htm
http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/tips.htm
http://www.officebroker.com/BeGreen/TopTenTips.aspx
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This publication is distributed in electronic format only.  If you would like to be added to the electronic mailing list, 
please contact Dr. Ken Malmberg. 

The Environmental Times is a quarterly publication designed to keep Coast Guard personnel apprised of 
environmental issues impacting Coast Guard facilities, operations, planning, and policy making. We 
encourage you to share your stories and successes as environmental stewards. 
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