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ue to the many letters

we've received recently,
this month we bring you an
expanded three-page letters sec-
tion. Many of your letters beg for
editorial responses from which all
reservists can benefit. These
responses follow or precede letters
in italics.

Constructive criticism

Congratulations on another
informative issue of The Reservist. I
truly enjoyed “Your Turn” regard-
ing the “Coastie” issue...it’s good to
be able to hear both sides, demon-
strating the power of the written
word. It is noteworthy to state The
Reseruvist can objectively present
two sides to an issue.

Regarding the “Grad School
Benefits” article (April, Page 17), a
small quote indicating the inclusion
of reservists in Public Law 103-160
instead of a one-third page illustra-
tion of a graduate would have been
a little more appropriate. Could an
800 (or otherwise, Coast Guard
Reserve FAX Hotline number to
request Notice of Basic Eligibility
[NOBE] and Statements of
Understanding forms be included?
Maybe even sample copies
(reduced) of each to the left and
right of the grad. It seems a lot of
space was wasted. At any rate, ENS
Steve Pruyn either did some inter-
esting research or came across the
“right stuff.” Please thank him in a
future issue for the information and
the toll-free hotline number.

Another article “Withholding of
reservists State Income Tax” (Page
19) is incorrect since State Taxes
are being withheld by PPC. Is there
a way for them NOT to do so? Do
they (PPC) have a toll-free number
and/or FAX?

Whatever happened to Bill Ball’s
Commandant Electronic Bulletin
Board?

— LT W.A. Segarra, USCGR

Base San Juan

The graduate school article was
intentionally laid out with white
space. Occasionally, we pack in too
much information /text onto the
pages which can be discouraging to

readers.We use white space as a
graphic element to give the reader
relief. It’s never meant to be wasted
space.

As far as state income taxes,we
double checked with Pay and
Personnel Center and they do
deduct state tncome tax on a
reservist’s drill pay if:

1. The state has an agreement with
the Department of Treasury to with-
hold state income taxes and

2. The member makes enough drill
pay per the state tax structure to
warrant a deduction.

In all but a few cases, no deduc-
tion will be made because the mem-
ber does not earn enough in the
drills to warrant a deduction.

Finally, the Commandant’s
Electronic Bulletin Board has been
disestablished due to mechanical
problems and a limited number of
users. At this time, there are no
plans to start it up again.

Coastie’s not offensive

In the April Reservist, I agree
with BMC H.R. Mann that the
phrase “Coastie” isn’t offensive. In
the Coast Guard Combat Veterans
History book is the statement,
“later in the USN but those
Hoolies were never forgotten.” Any
derogatory comments about the
term “Hoolie?” — Can do is what
the CG does best!

— GMCS Russell W. Brewer
USCG/USN(Ret.)
Westville, Ind.



Thank you from
reservist’s wife

The following letter was received
by RADM Gregory A. Penington
while he was still Chief, Office of
Readiness & Reserve from the
widow of BMC Tony Dell, a Coast
Guard Reservist. Taps for Chief
Dell are on Page 19.

Dear RADM Penington:

Thank you so much for taking
the time to send me a note of condo-
lence and sharing with me your
thoughts about Tony and his work
in the Coast Guard. I got a lot of
comfort from your words. Thank
you.

Tony loved Harbor Beach (Mich.)
and the Coast Guard. His funeral
was 50 moving and beautiful and
there were so many people from
various stations who made the trip
up here to participate in it or just
be here. It made me feel so proud
and helped ease the pain knowing
he was so respected by his peers.
How proud Tony would have been.
Everyone in the Coast Guard whom
I've talked to has been most helpful
and compassionate. Station Harbor
Beach can’t seem to do enough for
me.
During those first couple of days,
they closed ranks around me and
were doing everything for me and
trying to soften the shock. They
were the ones who picked up my
family and Tony’s parents at vari-
ous airports with all the different
arrivals and took it upon them-
selves to make sure everyone got
home or at least to the airports
again. I really couldn’t have dealt
with the logistics of it all.

Even after it was all over they're
still showing their concern for me
with phone calls and visits. What a
great crew we now have here.

Tony was so looking forward to
doing Summerstock this year and
for as many more years as he could.
Thank you for having made those
opportunities possible.

Thank you again for all your
thoughts and prayers.

— Mrs. Marjorie Dell
Harbor Beach, Mich.

1 took a look at the
December 1993 issue of
The Reservist and _ :
couldn’t believe my eyes. There
on page 6 was a picture of The
Dutchess of New York, CGR 2502.

I helped commission that beauti-
ful 90-foot staysail schooner dur-
ing the summer of 1942 at the
Coast Guard Chelsea Base,
Boston Magss =~
We had a basic crew — a Chief
Boatswainsmate newly recruited
from the yachting ranks asa
powerboat skipper. The remainder
were boatswains mates, gunners-
mates, carpenters mates, motor
machinists, yeomen, storekeepers
and seamen. The crew consisted of
‘eager young men. Their lack of
_ experience was more than made
_ up by their desire to learn, and =~
their desire to be part of the war
_effort with the Coast Guard.
—_LCDR Richard S. Cobb

USCGR(Ret)

~ San Francisco, Calif. =~

The Duchess, CGR-2502

Guard Auxiliarist D. Thompson, for
the efficient response on the

Peak, peek or pique?

Well, here we go again. April
Reseruvist, Page 12, second column,
fifth line up. With all the creden-
tials of the writer, PSC Peter
Stinson, you would think he knew
the context of peak, pique and
peek. Keep up the good work.

— GMC W.C. Nakis, USCGR (Ret.)

Rowley, Mass.

Apparently, Chief Nakis’ interest
was “piqued” enough so that he
“peeked” at this story. One won-
ders, was this story a “peak” experi-
ence? Chief Nakis is right, the sen-
tence should have read: You'll need
to pique an editor’s interest....

Thanks Canaveral Coasties

We the owner and crew of the
fishing vessel Little Giant would
like to thank the crew of CG 41319.
BMC R. Kelley , BMC J.J..
Kozeluh, PS2 Westerberg, BM3 M.
Mahler, MK2 D. Dunn and Coast

evening of April 6, 1994. Our vessel
was hit by a freak wave. The fish
hold, stern, lazaretto, filled full of
water and was close to capsizing.

Their expertise, pump passing
and blocking the on coming waves
with their vessel, saved an 85-foot
vessel and especially a three-man
crew from injury and or death.
They stayed with us until we were
secure and dry in Port Canaveral.
They had four of their pumps run-
ning and all was done quickly and
efficiently, with courtesy along the
way. We gincerely hope the United
States Coast Guard Reserve will be
with our Country for a long time,
they really did a great job.

— John H. Potts (Owner)
Cape Canaveral, Fla.

Those listed as part of CG 41319’s
crew were reservists from
RU Station Port Canaveral, Fla.

“Your Turn” continued on next page
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A View from the Bridge

By Rear Admiral Robert E. Sloncen, USCGR
Chief, Office of Readiness & Reserve

Admiral Sloncen, you are the first Senior Reserve
Officer to be appointed Chief, Office of Readiness
& Reserve. Could you explain to our readers how
this came about and what your thoughts were
when you were first offered the position?

Our previous Chief of Readiness & Reserve, RADM
Gregory Penington, approached me and asked me how
flexible my summer schedule was. I told him it was
flexible if I knew far enough in advance. Then, 1
received a call from then Commandant-Select RADM
Robert Kramek, asking me to be part of his team.
Before I knew it, I was in Washington talking with
Admiral Kramek about the possibilities. I was very
flattered and excited about the opportunity to be part
of ADM Kramek’s team. I think this is a critical time
within the Reserve program and being Chief, Office of
Readiness & Reserve will certainly make me more
aware of the big picture and how the Coast Guard
Reserve fits into that picture. As some of you may
know, for the last 23 years I've been involved in har-
vesting and marketing table grapes during summer so
this is definitely a change of scenery for me this year.

You will be Chief of Readiness & Reserve only
for the summer months. Although that is a short
time frame, what goals have you set for yourself
or the program that you’d like to achieve while
you're here?

As I've gone through life, I've always had goals. My
goal here during this time will be to make the transi-
tion from one Commandant to another as smooth as
possible. I will also serve as an advocate for the
Reserve to the new Commandant suggesting ways that
the Coast Guard can better utilize its Reserve force.

Downsizing has hit the Coast Guard Reserve
hard in the last couple of years. What do you
think the future holds?

If I knew exactly what the future holds T would proba-
bly be more involved in the stock market. I think the
next five years are going to be difficult for all the
Armed Forces. However, I think these upcoming
challenges could give the Coast Guard and the Coast
Guard Reserve more opportunities to show our value
to our nation. Furthermore, the quality of people we

have in the Reserve program makes us an extremely
valuable asset to the Coast Guard. As we reexamine the
reorganization of the Reserve, we are going to become an
even more valuable resource for the Coast Guard pro-
gram. The Coast Guard wants a Reserve, but it needs a
Reserve that is well-trained, well-educated and ready to
serve in the best way possible.

You have been a member of the Coast Guard
Reserve since the early 1960s. What has changed
since you joined the Coast Guard? What has
stayed the same?

There has been tremendous change within the Coast
Guard and Coast Guard Reserve primarily in two
areas: the overall quality of the force and the closeness
in the operation between the Active and Reserve pro-
gram and personnel. We now have a much more edu-
cated and intelligent force. Also, years ago, the Coast
Guard and Coast Guard Reserve were two separate
entities and in many cases the contacts between the
two were tinged with an almost us-them attitude.
However, in today’s environment we can’t think like
that anymore. We must think and work as a team. The
Reserve is now performing Coast Guard missions and
not doing Coast Guard Reserve “things.” What has
stayed the same is the pride in what we do and enthu-
siasm for the Coast Guard.

Is there anything else you would like to say to
our Coast Guard Reservists?

Hang in there! What’s important right now is that we
don’t get discouraged, that we continue to do our job
the best we can, and that we continue to put forth a
positive effort even though we may be in a time of
great flux. The last year has been the most difficult
time I've seen in the Coast Guard Reserve. But we
can’t dwell on the past. We’ve got to look forward, put
that behind us and continue to do a good job. As a
long-suffering Chicago Cubs fan, I have a poster in
my office back in Arizona. It shows the Wrigley Field
crowd all bundled up on a cold and miserable day at
the ballpark. But one guy is shown sitting there in a
summer sports shirt and Cubs hat with the saying
“Hope Springs Eternal” written on the poster. I use
that as my little motto. Don’t give up! We are going
to come out of all these changes stronger than ever.
My family and I are glad to be here to work hard and
to enjoy the summer days ahead — whatever they &
may hold.

The Coast Guard Reservist
June 1994
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The invasion, code-named
Overlord, was actually agreed to at
the Quebec Conference of the com-
bined chiefs of staff during August
1943. When finalized, the plan
called for the landing of six divi-
sions along the French coast at
Normandy. In addition, three divi-
sions of paratroopers were to be
dropped behind the coastline to
help isolate the front-line German
troops. The entire operation was
called a “Great Crusade” by
Supreme Allied Commander
General Dwight D. Eisenhower. It
was a dramatic illustration of what
an aroused free world can accom-
plish.

Eisenhower originally set the
invasion date, D-Day, for June 5,
1944, when tidal and moon condi-
tions would be most favorable. Bad
weather postponed the invasion by
24 hours and Eisenhower, when
meeting with Allied meteorologists,
was informed that if the invasion
was postponed again, it would be

Left: Soldiers under fire wade
toward the beach from a Coast
Guard landing craft soon after
H-Hour — the hour the invasion
began. Below: A map of English
poinis of embarkation and
Normandy landing points.

nearly two weeks
before conditions
would be right. He

thought for a moment | LCI(L)
and then at 4:15 am. | LCH
looked up and said, LST
“OK, we'll go.” LSI(L)
Neptune was the LCVP
code name given to LCA
Overlord’s amphibi- | LCM

ous assault and naval
gunfire support oper-
ations. These operations
were divided between two task
forces that would get the troops
from ports all over Great Britain
and land them on the beaches of
Normandy, keep them supplied,
and give them fire support.

The Armada was drawn from
ports and estuaries across the
entire south of England and the
Irish Sea. It formed up on Area
“Z,” (between Portsmouth and
Portland, England) crossed the
English Channel in a tremendous
storm, and landed by surprise on
the 50-mile stretch of Normandy
beach between Cherbourg and
LeHavre, France.

The enemy, of course, knew in
advance that a major invasion
attempt was imminent but was
guessing as to precisely where and

Landing Craft Acronyms

Landing Craft, Infantry (Large)
Landing Craft, Headquarters
Landing Ship, Tank

Landing Ship, Infantry (Large)
Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel
Landing Craft, Assault

. Landing Craft, Mechanized

when. The fact that the attack was
launched in adverse weather and
across one of the wider sections of
the English Channel caught the
German generals and admirals off
balance. Still, there was heavy
enemy resistance on some of the
beaches and many lives were lost.
But on others, the landings were
virtually unopposed. Within a few
days, a solid beachhead was estab-
lished and staging for the final
assault on Fortress Europe com-
menced.

The Coast Guard, along with the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and
Army Air Force participated in the
crusade’s onset, the greatest
amphibious operation the world

[ Coninued on o paze 4
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The Coast Guard-

manned USS
Bayfield, flagship
of the Utah
assauli, of the
Utah beaches on
D-Day. The -, = .
Bayfield remained =~
off the coast for 19
days, surviving
nightly German air
attacks.

Continued from previous page

had ever seen. Few people remem-
ber or even know about the extent
to which the Coast Guard was
involved in this historic operation.
There were approximately 100
Coast Guard-manned vessels
involved — attack transports,
LSTs, LCI(L)s and rescue cutters.
Many other vessels had Coast
Guardsmen on board.

The Coast Guard forces were
generally called upon to do those
things which they traditionally do
best — beach landings, small boat
operations, and rescue work. They
did it superbly and bravely.
Although the exact number of
Coast Guard Reservists present on
D-Day is not known exactly,
reservists made up over 80 percent

of Coast Guardsmen during World
War II.

CG-Manned Transports

Amongst the 100 Coast Guard-
manned vessels was the attack
transport USS Bayfield (APA-33),
which served as flagship during the
Utah Beach operations at
Normandy. Bayfield, commanded
by Coast Guard CAPT Lyndon
Spencer, dropped anchor in the
transport area at 0230 on June 6,
1944, Shortly thereafter, it
launched all of its 19 LCVP, two
LCMs, and two LCPLs, with all of
her combat troops making it ashore
successfully.

The Bayfield did suffer two per-
sonnel casualties that day SN2¢
Jessie G. Patton, USCGR, and ENS
Mason C. Daly, USCGR. Both were

Photo courtesy of Coast Guard Historian

wounded during the landings.
Thereafter, Bayfield served as a
supply ship, hospital ship (includ-
ing 307 brought on board one
evening, 75 of whom were German
prisoners), information center,
oiler and repair ship. Bayfield
remained off the coast for 19 days,
surviving nightly German air
attacks with only minor damage.
Bayfield also served in the inva-
sion of southern France and Pacific
theatre landing troops for the inva-
sion of Iwo Jima.

The Coast Guard-manned USS
Joseph T. Dickman (APA-13), was

A panoramic view of the Omaha
beachhead after it was secured.
Vehicles pour inland from beached
LSTs as thousands of ships lay at
anchor in background.
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Photo courtesy of Coast Guard Historian

similarly effective in the Utah
Beach landing — offloading 1833
men, 130 officers, seven jeeps, 18
M-29s, five trucks and a consider-
able volume of supplies and ammu-
nition in record time. Specifically,
the ship sailed as part of Task
Force 125, Assault Forece “U.”
Commanded by Coast Guard CAPT
Raymond J. Mauerman, Dickman
returned to Great Britain on the
afternoon of June 6, transporting
153 casualties from the beaches.
The Dickman suffered two person-
nel casualties: SN1c Stanley A.
Glowacki, USCGR, and SN2¢ Jack
E. Rowe, USCGR. Glowacki was
killed and Rowe was injured
severely during the landings.
Dickman went on to participate in
the invasions of southern France
and Okinawa.

The USS Samuel Chase (APA-
26), commanded by Coast Guard
CAPT Edward E. Fritzshe, was
with Task Force Omaha some 20
miles east of Utah. In spite of
heavy naval and air bombardment,
German opposition there was
fierce and deadly — the most dis-
astrous and damaging of the entire
invasion. The ship departed
Portland Harbor June 5, anchored
in the transport area at 0315 on
June 6. The first assault wave of
landing craft was lowered at 0536
and by 0700, the men of Chase had
launched 15 assault waves to the
Omaha beachhead. At 0730, the
ship began receiving a continuous
stream of casualties. Six of Chase’s
boats failed to return, having
become casualties to gun fire,
underwater obstructions, or
swamping. Chase returned to
England with 322 battle casualties
on board. Chase later saw action in
southern France and the Pacific,
including the invasion of Okinawa.

LCIs

Coast Guard CAPT Miles Imlay
was a veteran of the Sicily and
Salerno landings, and commanded
the Coast Guard-manned LCI
Flotilla Ten. The flotilla consisted
of 24 Coast Guard manned LCI(L)s
(their crews referred to them as a
“Lousy Civilian Idea”). They were

ocean going landing craft with a
crew of 25 men and four officers.
They were capable of transporting
200 assault troop and landing
directly on a beach.

Flotilla Ten had trained and
staged for the Normandy landings
at historic “Greenway House” in
Scotland. Greenway was mystery
novelist Lady Agatha Christie’s
Estate near the Royal Navy
College in Dartmouth.
Flotilla Ten was distributed
equally between the land-
ings at the Omaha and Utah
assault areas. Many of the
LCI(L)s at both the Omaha
and Utah landings were
ordered to disembark their
troops into smaller landing i
craft off shore instead of land-
ing directly on the beaches due to
intense enemy counterfire, mines,
and obstacles. However, many
were ordered to land their troops
directly on the beaches. Those that
disembarked off Utah did so with-
out loss.

CAPT Imlay was in LCI(L)-87,
leading the LCI section that
assaulted Omaha Beach. Four
LCIs, in the midst of the hottest
fighting in the Normandy invasion,
were lost in the process of landing
troops — the only Coast Guard-
manned LCIs lost during the
entire war. One, the LCI(L)-85,
struck a mine and returned to the
Chase in a sinking condition.
Another, the LCI(L)-91, grounded
on an underwater obstruction, was
holed by a teller mine and ulti-
mately abandoned. A third ground-
ed on a sand bar, suffered direct
artillery hits and machine gun fire
and had to be abandoned —
LCI(L)-92. A fourth, LCI(L)-93,
also grounded and was destroyed
by artillery fire from shore.
Two more LCIs were seri-
ously damaged but were
later repaired and returned
to service.

The remaining units
under Imlay’s force survived
enemy fire and carried out
their missions with great
success. They remained in service

[ Coninucd onnevipage 4

USCG Flotilla Ten
trained at 'Agath'a -
Chrzstze S estate

In January 1944, USCG Flotllla Ten, -
a fleet of U.S. Navy landing craft
manned and operated by the Coast
Guard, established their headquarters in
mystery novelist Lady Agatha Christie’s
Greenway Estate near the Royal Navy _
- College in Dartmouth England in prepa-
' ration for the
invasion of
& Nazi occupied
Franceat
Normandy.
~ Through
{ the spring of
1944, amid
_ the estate’s
o = ancient walls .
Lady Agatha Christie’s and peautiful
Greenway Estate. _. . -gaydens the
' . Coast
-'Guardsmen planned and trained for .
their part in the invasion. Flotilla Ten’s
commander, CAPT Miles H. Imlay,
USCG, doubled as the deputy assault
~ commander for one of the four initial
landings at the Omaha beachhead and
_he, along with the assault commandar
CAPT Edward Frl_tzsche USCG, ﬁ_nal-
ized plans for the Omaha landings in the -f
offices of Lady Christie’s estate. The
assault group, which consisted of Flotilla
_ 'Ten landing craft and the Coast Guard-
manned attack transport USS S’amuel
 Chase, transported troops of the U.S.
First Army s 1st Division, the “Blg Red
 One” to the Omaha beaches. .
In their spare time, the Coast uar
_ officers converted the Library in
_recreation center. One officer. LT
~ Marshall L. Lee, USCGR, an arti
~civilian life, painted a mural around 1
ceiling of the estate’s library that depic
_ed Flotilla Ten’s travels and campaigns
~throughout the world: Texas, Virginia,
Bermuda, Moroceo, Algeria, Tunisia an |
thei mvasmns of Sicily and Salerno.

_ quite pleasea' ‘-
at how well the- -

extenswe gar— |
~ densand
Coast Guard ofﬁcers of grounds .
Flotzlla Ten. : '
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ers were dispersed amongst the
convoys that formed along the

| channel coast and moved along
with them across the stormy seas,
their crews suffering mightily
from sea sickness enroute.

From the outset of the landing
£ operation, they were active in

= picking up survivors out of the
cold stormy waters. On D-Day,
the cutters rescued 194 sur-
vivors off of Omaha beaches,
157 off Utah beaches, and 133
off the landings at Gold, Juno
and Sword.

Many of the craft sustained
minor damage from enemy
shell fire but Rescue Flotilla
One only had one personnel
casualty on D-Day. One of the
crewmen from USCG-51 was
wounded off of the British land-
ings. No cutter was lost on D-Day
but unfortunately two craft,

Continued from previous page

off the Normandy beachhead for
the rest of the summer, serving
as transports for reinforcements
to Normandy, returning to Great |
Britain with casualties and pris-
oners and acting as convoy
escorts, control vessels and sal-
vage craft as well.

LSTs

Six of the 11 Coast Guard-
manned LSTs (their crews
referred to them as “large, slow
targets”) were engaged at Utah
and Omaha Beaches, the remain-
ing five were assigned to the
British on Gold, Juno, and Sword
Beaches. These stalwart vessels
carried troops, tanks, other vehi-
cles and a variety of supplies and
equipment. Some towed astern

Photo courtesy of CG Historian

Coast Guard CAPTs E.H. Fritzsche and
Miles Imlay discuss the Omaha assault
using a relief map of the French coast in
the hold of the USS Samuel Chase.

large pontoon rafts powered by
huge outboard motors, which later
were maneuvered in to the beach to
serve as floating piers. They also
functioned as rescue vessels.

Once they discharged their loads
on the initial assault, most LSTs
returned to England for additional
personnel and equipment. One of
those assigned to the British (LST-
261) made 53 channel crossings in
the days following D-Day. On their
return trips to Great Britain, they
were often loaded with casualties
from the beaches and German pris-
oners.

No Coast Guard-manned LST
was lost during the Normandy
invasion although two were dam-
aged. LST-16 suffered one crew-
man killed in action when its
LCVP (landing craft) No. 1 struck a
mine and sank on June 8 off of the
Omaha landings. The LST-331 was
damaged by German artillery fire
June 15. Then, a few weeks later,
the crew of LST-326 rescued 260
persons from the stricken SS H.G.
Blasdel on June 29. LST-327
struck a mine in the channel on
Aug. 27, 1944, but was repaired
and continued in service. The
majority of the Coast Guard-
manned L.STs went on to serve in
the Pacific.
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Coast Guard Rescue Flotilla

Unlike much of Operation
Overload, CG Rescue Flotilla One
(and only) was conceived only a
short time before D-Day. It sudden-
ly occurred to planners that casual-
ties might be heavy and rescue
craft would be needed. So, 83-foot
cutters which had been on anti-
submarine duty along the East
Coast from Maine to Key West
were sailed to New York on secret
orders. They were loaded on the
decks of convoy ships and upon
reaching England, were headquar-
tered at Poole.

These 60 boats were assigned
hull numbers sequentially from one
to 60 to aid in identification, and
were quickly formed up as Coast
Guard Flotilla One under the com-
mand of Coast Guard Reservist
LCDR Alexander Stewart. They
were stripped of their anti-subma-
rine equipment and outfitted as sea
borne ambulances. These boats
were constructed of wood and had
gasoline engines, thus the nick-
name “Matchbox Fleet.” They had
trained crews of 13 men and one
officer.

On D-Day, 30 of the vessels were
assigned to the British area, the
rest to the American. The 83-foot-

USCG 27 (83415) and USCG 47
(83471), were sunk as a direct
result of the great storm that
struck the coast of France on June
19.

Rescue Flotilla One also per-
formed a variety of other tasks
after D-Day. For three months
thereafter, it continued its mercy
missions, picking up hundreds
more. They acted as dispatch craft,
transported the overall commander
of ground forces for Normandy,
General Bernard Montegomery, on
an inspection tour of the beaches
and escorted His Majesty King
George VI,

They remained in service off the
coast of France until the unit was
decommissioned in February 1945.
Some had spent as many as 89
days in the assault areas and made
more than 30 round trip crossings
between Normandy and Great
Britain. By the end of their opera-
tions, they were credited with res-
cuing 1,438 persons.

The service this Flotilla per-
formed was extremely efficient and
vital — often heroic. Many of its
young COs and crewmen were dec-
orated for their bravery. Their ser-
vice was so well received that res-
cue flotillas were organized for the
landings in the Pacific.




Unfortunately, most of their deeds
went unrecorded, so the full detail
of their accomplishments will
never be known.

DR Quentin R. Walsh,

USCG, helped develop arti-
ficial harbors and planned the
occupation of the French port of
Cherbourg. He also organized,
trained and commanded a Navy
reconnaissance team, part of which
he took into Cherbourg on June 28.
The following day, June 29,
Operation Neptune officially ended
with the liberation of Cherbourg.

Since the end of World War II,
monuments and memorials have
been erected in America and
abroad to those who served and
gave their lives at Normandy.
Outside the gates at Arlington
National Cemetery in Washington,
D.C., one monument reads:

“The Allied crusade to free
Western Europe from Nazi tyranny
began with the greatest water-
borne invasion in history
(Operation “Overlord”).”

At Omaha Beach, there is an
inscription carved into a stone
memorial which reads: “To these
we owe the highest resolve, that

Two Coast Guardsmen on the LCI(L)-89 during the storm of June 19-
21 survey a Gooseberry, a breakwater of sunken vessels which protect-
ed waters off Normandy beaches. Notice the “USCGR” on the coat.

the cause for which they died, shall
live.”

Throughout its 204-year history,
the Coast Guard has been a signif-
icant military force in time of war
or national emergency — just as it
was at Normandy.

=
Special thanks to Dr. Robert Browning
and Mr. Scott Price, USCG Historian’s
Office, Washington, D.C. for
information, photos and suggestions.

Photo courtesy of CG Historian
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ON THE HOMEFRONT =~ Ccnst Guard: .
TR ships at Normandy
o . L ota
~ American SPAR
recalls D-Day

~ Attack Transports
By PAI Elizabeth Neely, USCGR

USS Bayfield (APA-33)

USS Samuel Chase (APA-26)
USS Joseph T. Dickman (APA-13)
USS Barnett (AP-11)%

USS Charles Carroll (AP-58)*

* Partial Coast Guard crew

Among those who answered the eall_ . g
- to serve the nation 50 years ago was =
~ Dr. 011V1a Hooker, now 79, the first £ ) :
~ black woman to enlist in the Coast § Omahalandings Utah Landings
_ Guard Women s Reserve (SPARS) g ' LCI(L)-83% LCI(L)-95
 Hooker was a graduate of Ohio State :'% . LenLi-s4 LCI(L)-96
University and already teachmg in | & igﬁggg fg&jg;g
- Columbus, Ohio, during the war. £ LCI(L)-87 LCI(L)-321
. However, with the push | to mtegrate E LCIL)-88%* LCI(L)-322
~ the maritime services, she was encour- E-: ' égﬁigg Egggﬁj
. aged to apply for admISSIOI‘l tothe - . _ LCI(L)-91% LCI(1)-325
~ Coast Guard by her frlend Alex Haley, ' -Oh-‘rla J _H_ook__er n 1945 - BELE v LIS a0
- LCI(L)-93* LCI(L)-349
who then served as a ship’s cook LCI(L)-94 LCI(L)-350

~aboard the CGC Mendota She applied and Was admltted to the Coast Guard

~ in March 1945, one of five bl ck enlisted women in the SPARs. :
. Enhstmg wasn’t exaetly easy, however She was eager to j 30111 the war effort
 and apphed to the Navy s WAVES but was reJected She went to the Coast
- Guard, where a recruiter tried to discourage her by portraying military life as

dull, dreary Work One Coast Guard officer, trying to dlscourage her from

_enhstmg, told | her a wﬂd story a‘oout a shlp blowmg up offshore and women

- having to bnng in body parts -

‘1 said that if other women can do 1t I m sure T can too sa.ld Hooker
"Urid'eterred ooker enlisted in the Coast Guard. Although stationed in the

_ States, at times, the war seemed not so distant. Whlle at Yeoman School her '

. class recelved daﬂy reports about=the war eﬂ'ort ~
“There was panic, pandemomum and sadness recalled Hooker “It Just

; made me feel that I had to do more to contribute.” _
. Upon completing Basic Training and Yeoman School Yeoman Second Class ,"
. ‘Hooker worked at the Separatron Center in Boston She remembers V1v1dly '

- one young man there. -

- lwas helplng process thls 18-year-old out of the Coast Guard - sa1d

- Hooker
o bhng him.”

The young manrs umt had come under heavy ﬁre durmg the landlng at _

. '__N ormandy Perhaps out of fear or an instinct to survive, he laid under a pile of

~ bodies for 24 hours or louger untll he was found alive. Addmg further trauma,

~ during the return to England‘ his ship. was strafed by German alreraft

- “He made the war seem very real to me,” Hooker said. '
~ Upon. d1scharge from the Coast Guard in 1946, Hooker ueed her GI Bﬂl to
continue her education, ‘earning a Masters degree in Psychology from

. Columbia Umversﬂ:y and a doctorate in Psychology from the Umverszty of

~ Rochester, N.Y. in 1962. Now retired from the Kennedy Child Study Center '
~and Fordham UanBI‘SIty, she was honored at the 1994 Coast Guard _
Headquarters Black Hlstory Month Banquet Feb. 19 in Washington, D C
‘Today, Hooker continues to contribute, serving on the boards of the White
' Plalns N.Y. NAACP, White Plains Child Daycare Assocratmn Westchester
- Visiting Nurse Serv1ces and several others. She also acts as a consultant on
“ minority issues at Fordham Unlversrty and is a certified lay speaker in the

He seemed 50 nervous scared 'and upset and I asked What was trou~ o

* Lost to enemy action, June 6, 1944
#* Severely damaged June 6, 1944, but
repaired and returned to service.

Utah/Omaha

LST-16
LST-27
LST-262
LST-326
LST-331
LST-381

Rescue Flotilla One

American Landings British/Canadian Landings

USCG-1 (83300)

USCG-2 (83304)

USCG-3 (83320)

USCG-4 (83321)

USCG-5 (83327)

USCG-6 (83334)

USCG-7 (83337)

USCG-8 (83360)*
USCG-9 (83361)

USCG-10 (83362)
USCG-11 (83366)
USCG-12 (83370}
USCG-13 (83372)
USCG-14 (83373)
USCG-15 (83375)
USCG-16 (83377)
USCG-17 (83378)
USCG-18 (83398)
USCG-19 (83399)
USCG-20 (83401)
USCG-21 (83402)
USCG-22 (83407)
USCG-23 (83408)
USCG-24 (83409)
USCG-25 (83411)
USCG-26 (83412)
USCG-27 (83415)
USCG-28 (83416)
USCG-29 (83417)
USCG-30 (83425)

Gold, Juno, Sword

LST-17
LST-21
LST-176
LST-261
LST-327

USCG-31 (83428)
USCG-32 (83431)
USCG-33 (83432)
USCG-34 (83435)
USCG-35 (83439)
USCG-36 (83440)
USCG-37 (83442)
USCG-38 (83443)
USCG-39 (83445)
USCG-40 (83447)
USCG-41 (83462)
USCG-42 (83463)
USCG-43 (83464)
USCG-44 (83465)
USCG-45 (83466)
USCG-46 (83468)
USCG-47 (83471)
USCG-48 (83473)%%
USCG-49 (83490)
USCG-50 (83495)
USCG-51 (83494)
USCG-52 (83500)
USCG-53 (83501)
USCG-54 (83502)
USCG-55 (83503)
USCG-56 (83511)
USCG-57 (83512)
USCG-58 (83513)
USCG-59 (83514)
USCG-60 (83516)

* USCG-8 burned out e main bearing after departing
Poole on June 6. It returned to Poole, was repaired
and resailed within six hours.

# USCG-48 was damaged when unloaded in Great
Britain and did not joint the flotilla until June 17.

United Methodist Church where she counseis youth on educatlon and scholar-
_ Shlp opportumtles - -
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D-Day Commemorative Corner

* Bradley, General Omar. A Soldier’s Story. London: Fox Video has recently released its
Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1951. “Commemorative War Collection” to tell the story of D-
 Carell, Paul, The Invasion — They’re Coming. N.Y.: Day. The collection includes

Dutton, 1962.

® The Coast Guard at War: Volume XI, Landings in
France. U.S. Coast Guard Public Info. Division, 1946.

* Morgan, General Sir Frederick. Querture to
Overlord. London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1950.

¢ Morison, Samuel Eliot. History of U.S. Naval
Operations in World War II: Volume 11, The
Invasion of France and Germany, 1944-45. Boston:
Little, Brown & Co., 1957,

* Price, Scott T. “The U.S. Coast Guard at Normandy,”
CG Historian’s Office (G-CP-4), Washington, D.C,

* Ryan, Cornelius. The Longest Day, June 6, 1944.
New York: Simon and Schuster, 1959,

* Willoughby, Malcolm F. The U.S. Coast Guard in
World War II. Annapolis: U.S. Naval Institute Press,
1957.

Books — Recently Released

* D-Day: Piercing the Atlantic Wall. by Robert J.
Kershaw, U.S. Naval Institute Press, 1994. Covers
land, sea and air. Includes all 10
days of the operation. 256 pages,
150 photographs, 10 pages of
maps. $34.95 through U.S.
Naval Institute. 1-800-233-8764.,

The Longest Day, Patton,
D-Day: The Sixth of June and
12 O’Clock High.Together,
these four pictures won 10
Academy Awards, with three
of the four pictures honored
by The Motion Picture
Academy with nominations
for “Best Picture” during the
year of their initial release.
® The Longest Day —
Available in color for first
time or black and white). 178
minutes, $24.98.
® D-Day: The Sixth of June,
$14.98.

Patton runs 169 minutes,
$29.98.
® Twelve O°Clock High, runs
132 minutes, black & white.
$14.98.

To purchase any one of
these videos, check at your
local video store or call
Hanson & Schwam Public
Relations at (310) 557-1199;
FAX (310) 557-9090.

Commemorative Coins

A variety of WWII “50th Anniversary”
commemorative coins are available
through the U.S. Mint. Authentic,
U.S. yellow gold or silver coins. All
are legal tender and dated 1991-
1995. Order can be made through
the U.S. Military Exchange
Catalog at 1-800-527-2345.

Map / Collage

“Faces of War” — A map & collage from D-Day
across Europe to victory. Twenty-four panels of paint-
ings and sketches of actual battle scenes and descrip-
tive text. Check or M.O for $12.50 to “Faces of War,”
P.O. Box 3006, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019.

¢ Assault on Normandy: First
Person Accounts from the Sea
Services, edited by Paul
Stillwell, U.S. Naval Institute
Press, 1994. Focuses on U.S. sea
services and their often over-
looked role in the assault.

Presents 50 person-
al recollections in an appeal-
ing narrative format.
Includes never before pub-
lished photographs, many
from private collections. 320
pages, 250 photographs,
$36.95 through U.S. Naval
Institute. 1-800-233-8764 or
write: USNI, Customer
Service, 2062 Generals
Highway, Annapolis, MD
21401.
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By BM2 Gary Kmetty

as told to LT George Pazak
RU SOUTH SHORE

Editor’s note: LT Pazak recently interviewed
BM2 Gary Kmetty, USCGR, and wrote this story
from Kmetty’s perspective — in first person.

APRIL 1992

The call fit the time and weather. Dawn
light and cold drizzle made the morning
dreary just like the task at hand.

The boat crew consisted of SN Brian
Kastner, USCG, and myself, BM2 Gary
Kmetty, a reservist and the duty coxswain. At
first, we thought it would be just a routine
body recovery, but soon discovered we had
become part of a homicide investigation and
the resulting trials.

The victim was a 20-year-old woman who,
we later learned, had become aware of gang
information that could be damaging if law

th Reservist testifies in
Gangland murder trial

enforcement found out. The gang leaders had
ordered the woman “changed.”

She was bound hand and foot, beaten
unconscious and thrown from a railroad trestle
with a weight attached to her feet. The Medical
Examiner’s ruled that she died a violent death by
drowning.

We recovered the body, the local authorities
took custody of it and we returned to the station
to write the necessary statements and reports.
After interviews with the investigators we
thought our part was finished.

OCTOBER 1993

I received a “911” page from the station while I
was at my civilian job. What disaster could have
happened now? A plane crash or ship fire and oil
spill? No, a call from the Illinois State’s
Attorney’s Office. The investigation had been
completed and it was time to go to trial.

The State’s Attorney needed the testimony of
the recovering officers to establish the chain of
events and custody of the victim’s body in court.




Since my crewman had already
been transferred, T had to respond
to the subpoena. I notified my chain
of command and secured orders for
the upcoming trials.

I also had a brief discussion with
the D9 Legal Office and was told to
J do a good job representing the
1 Coast Guard. Tt was up to me now.

. DECEMBER 1993

' I appeared at the State’s
Attorney’s office for a pretrial
briefing. We went over the chain of
events and my testimony for the
next day’s trial. Before the day was
over however, we found out the
defendant’s lawyer had gotten a
continuance for the holidays.

JANUARY 1994

Trial week had finally arrived. I
returned to the State’s Attorney’s
office for another briefing and to
wait my turn on the witness stand.
The questions I was asked were not
only about the actual recovery and
condition of the body, but about the
area and its history.

The State’s Attorney wanted me
to respond about the current and its
effect on the body. Why would the
body float where it did and not into
another branch of the rivers?

When the State’s Attorney was
finished it was the defense
attorney’s turn. Could we have
possibly caused the marks on the
victims body during the recovery?
What are your credentials? How are
you trained? Why did you do what
you did? Why did you respond
instead of another agency? What
gives you the authority and
jurisdiction? Can you tell how long
the victim was in the water? All
were questions that make you think
about your training and its
importance.

Experience at a station and local
knowledge became very important
at the time. Details of the Area of
Responsibility taken for granted
meant identifying positions for
accuracy. How do you know that
this photo is this bridge and not the
next one up the river?

When I was finished, I was
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assured by the others on the law
enforcement team that all was
going well and we should get a
conviction.

I listened as the investigating
team was called to the witness
stand one after the other. The chain
of events was unfolded and the jury
was convinced.

The defendant was convicted and
sentenced to 105 years in the state
penitentiary. Since he was 17 at the
time of the crime and because it
took so long to prepare for trial, it is
possible that he could be released
when he is 70 years old.

FEBRUARY 1994

Trial number two of four. The
State’s Attorney’s plan was similar
to the previous trial. We all
presented our facts and waited for
the jury’s verdict.

This time it was different for me
because I was with the victim’s
father. What do you say to someone
whose only daughter was taken
from him by a vicious act? What do
you do for the hours that it takes
for your turn on the witness stand
and the jury to return the verdict?

You present yourself in the most
professional but sympathetic
manner you can. Don’t patronize,
but don’t be cold and uncaring
either. When it was over, he
thanked me and all the others for
their time and care for his
daughter’s life and his family. The
mission had been accomplished; the
defendant was sentenced to 100
years in the state penitentiary.

APRIL 1994

The third trial was held April 13-
16. The defendant was convicted of
four counts including first degree
murder and aggravated
kidnapping. He will be sentenced
June 1. As of this writing, I have
not been informed of the trial plans
for the fourth defendant.

I am proud to have represented
the Coast Guard Reserve in the
service of justice. It has been a
unique experience.

The Coast Guard Reservist g 1 5
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Reservist pulls child

from icy waters

By Reservist Staff Writers
INFO FROM BM2 DOMINIC RENDERO

NEW LONDON, Conn. — DC1
Vincent Yannone, a 58-year-old
reservist at RU New London and a
Coast Guard Auxiliarist, may have
never realized how much his Coast
Guard training would serve him in
his civilian life until the morning of
April 5.

Yannone, owner of Vijon Studios
in Old Saybrook, Conn., teaches
stained glass classes. He had not
planned to be in the shop that
morning but made other
arrangements when one of his
students called for a make-up
lesson.

That morning, while Rose Olson
was visiting the shop, she sent her
4-year-old son Jonathan to play by
the pond in back of the building.
With her business finished, Olson
went outside to find her son.

Yannone, who was working in
the back of the shop, heard her
calling and went outside to offer
help. After looking around the yard,
Yannone ran to the shoreline of the
pond and onto a nearby dock.

“The pond had always been
murky,” said Yannone. “There had
never been more than a foot of
visibility.

“T had no idea what the bottom
conditions were like until the day
before the accident. I was working

Jonathan Olson
and his mother,
Rose, visit with
DCI1 Vincent
Yannone. A little
more than a week
before, Yannone
dove into an icy
pond, pulled the
unconscious child
to the surface and
resuscitated him
with the help of his
mother.

1 6 @ The Coast Guard Reservist
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outside and for some reason I was
drawn to the pond. I walked out
onto the dock, and for the first time,
I could see all the way to the
bottom.

“Tt was about 11-feet deep with a
rocky, jagged drop off. The day of
the rescue the pond was murky
again. All I could see was the red of
the boy’s shirt and the white of his
tennis shoes.”

Yannone immediately dove head
first into the icy water, clearing the
rocks he had only become aware of
the day before.

After missing the boy on the
first try, he was able to grab the
boy’s shirt and pull him to the
surface.

Photo courtesy of BM2 Dominic Rendero




Once he reached the shore, he
handed the boy to his mother who
carried him to the end of the gravel
driveway.

Injured by pulled muscles in his
back and the shock of the water,
Yannone crawled from the water to
the boy and his mother.

When he reached the child, his
mother was screaming, “He’s dead,
he’s dead. He’s not breathing and
he has no heartbeat!”

Yannone had taken a CPR class
taught by PS2 Mike Ferullo at his
reserve unit and was able to calm
the mother down and begin two
person CPR, with the mother doing
chest compressions while he
administered rescue breathing.

With each breath they gave,
water flowed from the child’s
mouth, They tipped him over and
raised his feet in a desperate
attempt to get the water out of his
lungs. “Water just gushed out of
him,” said Yannone.

After about 12 sets of
compressions, the boy began
breathing on his own. By that time,
emergency personnel were on scene

and administered oxygen.

The boy was taken to Middlesex
Medical Center and transferred to
Hartford Hospital’s Intensive care
unit by the Life Star helicopter.

Although Yannone dove in to
save the boy, he credits the work of
police, emergency medical
technicians and the boy’s mother
for making a successful rescue.

“Mine was just a small part,”
said Yannone. “The success of the
rescue is due to the efforts of a
whole team of people.”

Doctors estimate that the boy
may have been under water for up
to 10 minutes.

Olson said that doctors credit the
immediate CPR and the
Mammalian Diving Reflex due to
the cold water for saving the boy
from lasting harm.

The Mammalian Diving Reflex is
a poorly defined reflex found in all
mammals. Initiated by the shock of
being submerged in very cold
water, it causes venous and arterial
shunting, decreased heart rate and
lowers the body’s demand for
oxygen.

Because of this reflex, many
drowning victims, especially young
children, have been revived after
being submerged for long periods of
time.

For his actions, he has been
recommended for the Silver
Lifesaving Medal.

“I give full credit to my Coast
Guard training for being a part of
the rescue,” said Yannone. “My
reaction was almost instinctive. I
reacted with no emotion, no feelings
or hesitation. I attribute that to 20
years experience in Coast Guard
rescue.”

Yannone, a qualified small boat
coxswain, boat engineer and
boarding party member, is
currently drilling without pay.

“On duty we're expected to
respond no matter what the
emergency so you respond with the
task in mind,” said Yannone. “I
think that’s what made me stay so
calm during and after the
emergency. I did what I was
trained to do.”

1 Sth A “license” to augment

By LT Curt Flynn
RU MSO PUGET SOUND

PUGET SOUND, Wash. — The
Licensing Department at MSO
Puget Sound has opened for
business on weekends. Currently,
the Department is open two
weekends per month. How is this
possible? Reservists. Licensing has
four reservists augmenting, which
allows two per weekend.

This increase in service is very
popular with the maritime
industry. One Saturday, there were
14 merchant mariners taking
exams. One examinee said, “... this
is the best thing the Coast Guard
ever did.”

Mike Mattie, the civilian
Assistant Chief of Licensing, thinks

it improves public service and
refleets positively upon the Coast
Guard. “This would not be possible
without our reservists. I think
reserve augmentation is super,”
said Mattie.

One weekend is staffed by
QMCM Dennis Beitey and BM1
Matt Meeker. A second is staffed by
BMC Miker Raggio and PS1 Jim
Goett. They administer exams for
merchant mariner document
endorsements and licenses. “This
Saturday, we did 20 percent of the
exams for the whole week,” said
Meeker.

In addition, they correct
navigational charts and make new
chartlets for pilotage exams. They
also set up the exam room for their
active duty counterpart, BMCM
Wilmer Weaver. “We help to relieve
Master Chief Weaver of some
administrative work,” said Beitey.

This seems to be a winning
situation for all involved. Licensing

is getting more staff support, which
allows them to better serve the
marine industry.

Reservists are doing something
they enjoy and making their
customers — the Regional Exam
Center and maritime industry —
happier.

“I really like this kind of work,”
said Raggio, who has spent much of
his career augmenting Station
Seattle and doing small arms
training.

There seems to be a limit to this
however. Mattie said, “We’d like to
open two more weekends a month,
but we can’t get any more
reservists.”

In fact, they lost a BM3 in
December due to Reserve
downsizing. “It’s ironic that the
MSO is utilizing reservists more
than ever right in the middle of a
major reserve drawdown,” said LT
Curt Flynn, Reserve Chief of
Licensing.

The Coast Guard Reservist g 1 7
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Congratulations...

e DC1 Ovid D. Harris of RU
Port Angeles was selected as the
D13 1993 Outstanding Enlisted
Reserve Member.

e BM3 William Kohlway was
selected as the CGC Red Birch
Sailor of the Quarter for the
fourth quarter of 1993. He is the
the first reservist to augment
aboard the cutter.

L

Métthew Buck:

S2 Wﬂham :

mmmw«
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he following Questions and Answers on Reserve

Transition Benefits (RTB) are provided by the

Reserve Personnel Management Division (G-
RSM) at CG Headquarters. Due to space limitations, The
Reservist could not print all of the questions that have
been asked about RTB. However, the most common ones
appear here. G-RSM maintains a hot line for RTB other

inquiries:

1-800-283-8724

1. Who is eligible for RTB?

Enlisted personnel and officers who are involuntarily
separated (i.e. discharged or transferred) from the
Selected Reserve (SELRES) between Oct. 1, 1991 and
Sept. 30, 1999 are eligible for RTB if all other require-
ments of ALDIST 345/93 are met. The term “involun-
tary” is defined at length in the law, but does not include
separations that resulted from a member’s request,
unsatisfactory participation, or failure to meet the quali-
fications for SELRES membership (including medical
and weight standards).

2. What RTB are available?

For those reservists with 6 to less than 15 years of ser-
vice, a special Lump Sum Separation Payment is autho-
rized. Reservists with 15 to less than 20 years of service
may elect early retirement; however, these members,
like those retiring with 20 or more years of service, must
have served the last eight years of qualifying service in a
Reserve Component as required by law (10 USC 1331).
All reservists with one or more years of service who are
involuntarily separated from the SELRES will have
commissary and exchange privileges for two years from
the date of final RTB notification. Reservists who have
received notification of eligibility for the Montgomery GI
Bill (MGIB) will retain their eligibility for 10 years from
the date of initial eligibility.

3. What is the date of eligibility for the RTB? Is it
the date the member was involuntarily removed
from PayCat A (SELRES), the date the member
elects the RTB package, or some other date?

The date of eligibility for RTB is the date the member
was/is removed from the SELRES. If, for example, a
member is removed from the SELRES with 14 years of
service, continues to drill in the IRR until he or she
reaches 15 years of service, and then elects RTB, he/she
would be eligible for Separation Pay based on 14 years of
service. However, that member can still become eligible
for retirement pay; see question number 13.
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4. Are personnel transferred due to Professional
Growth Points eligible for RTB?

Yes, personnel involuntarily transferred on the basis of
Professional Growth Points (PGPs) criteria, as defined
in ALDISTSs 323/93 and 344/93, will receive RTB pro-
vided they are otherwise eligible.

5. If a member (or spouse) moves because of a
change in civilian job or job transfer and the
move causes the member to give up a SELRES
billet, and another billet is not available at the
new location, is that member eligible for RTB?
No. The member is considered to have voluntarily left
the SELRES.

6. Are officers who have twice failed of selection
for promotion eligible for RTB?

Officers who have been passed over twice and are dis-
charged directly from the SELRES, were discharged
due to a preexisting policy, are not eligible for RTB.
Those officers who were removed from a pay billet
after twice failing to be selected for promotion and are
transferred to the IRR are eligible because the transfer
from the SELRES was due to a downsizing policy.

7. Are members coming off TEMAC, SADT, and
EAD who find themselves without a pay billet,
eligible for RTB?

Members who find themselves without a SELRES pay
billet after completing their TEMAC and SADT orders
are eligible for RTB as long as they were in a SELRES
pay billet before going on TEMAC/SADT. With respect
to those on EAD, all members who are transferred to
the IRR after completion of their Extended Active Duty
(EAD) orders are eligible if they were originally in the
SELRES immediately prior to accepting EAD orders
and the orders contained definite start and ending
dates. This does not include any member on indefinite

EAD orders.

8. If a member is offered a SELRES pay billet
outside a reasonable commuting distance, refus-
es to aceept the orders and is subsequently put
into the IRR, is the member eligible for RTB?
According to DoD regulations (which have recently
been adopted by the USCG), no one can involuntarily
be required to travel outside a reasonable commuting
distance (RCD) determined to be 50 miles or 1 1/2
hours driving time from home to IDT site, where meals
and quarters are not provided, and 100 miles or three




hours where meals and quarters are provided, taking
into consideration average road, weather, and driving
conditions. A member is eligible for RTB if the member
refuses to accept a new SELRES hillet at a IDT site
outside a RCD. This new ruling does not include mem-
bers already in the SELRES who voluntarily refuse to
remain in their pay billet, even if they are currently
drilling outside a RCD; these members are not eligible
for RTB.

9. Will a member automatically receive RTB once
removed from a SELRES billet?

No. Members must apply for RTB in writing within one
year once they are notified by Commandant

(G-RSM) that the member may be eligible for RTB. An
application form letter is provided as an enclosure to
the notification letter.

10. When does the one year clock start ticking to
elect RTB?

The member has one year to elect RTB from the date
the member receives the initial notification letter from
G-RSM. The date of the member’s receipt will be deter-
mined by “Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested.”

11. How is the Lump Sum Separation Pay calcu-
lated for members removed from the SELRES
with 6 to less than 15 years of service? Please give
an example.

Separation pay is calculated as follows: Multiply 15
percent of the product of the years of service credited to
the member under Section 1333 of Title 10 USC, and 62
times the daily equivalent of the monthly basic pay to
which the individual would have been entitled had the
person been serving on active duty. Let’s take an E-6
with ten years of service and 1910 points (365 points
per year of four years active duty and 75 points per
year for six years of drilling ) Multiply 62 X $55.29 (the
daily pay for E-6 with 10 years total service, or
$1658.70 divided by 30) X 5.3 (creditable years of ser-
viceé, or 1910 divided by 360 days) X .15. Separation
pay would amount to (62 X $55.29 X 5.3) X .15 =
$2725.24.

12. On which pay scale will the Separation Pay
be calculated: date removed from the SELRES,
date of notification by HQ, date accepted by
member, or date of payment?

It will be calculated by PPC on the pay scale in effect on
the date the member was removed from the SELRES.

13. Can members with 6 but less than 15 years
request Separation Pay but continue to drill and
earn points until they reach retirement or are
returned to the SELRES?

Yes. They can receive Separation Pay and either
remain in the IRR (PAYCATH) and continue earning
points toward a 20-year retirement, or request dis-
charge. However, if they remain in the IRR and later
become eligible for IDT, ADT, or retirement pay, they
will have to repay the Separation Pay out of what they
earn. Seventy-five (75) percent of each paycheck will
be deducted until the money is fully recouped. Money
has to be paid back even if the member enlists into
another Seruvice.

14. Is the retired pay formula the same for the 15
to less than 20 year folks? I have heard it called
a reduced retirement and I would like to under-
stand why?

Yes. The retired pay formula is computed the same as
for 20 or more years of qualifying service. “Reduced
retirement” is not a recognized term used by the DoD
or USCG, but it probably refers to members receiving
less retired pay than if the member had 20 or more
years because they earned fewer points.

15. Can members with 15 to less than 20 years for
retirement request early retirement and contin-
ue to drill?

No. The 15 to less than 20-year people who elect RTB
will be placed in the Retired Reserve (RET-2). Thus,
they cannot remain in the IRR and continue to drill or
become eligible to return to the SELRES. If the 15 to
less than 20 person says no to RTB, they then can
remain in the IRR (PAYCAT H) and continue to accrue
points toward a 20 year and over retirement, or they
can request discharge. NOTE: The 20-to-30-year peo-
ple can remain in the IRR and continue drilling for
points because their eligibility for retired pay at age 60
has nothing to do with RTB.

16. If an eligible member elects not to take early
retirement but wants to stay active at a Reserve
unit in Tra/Pay/Cat H for points only, will the
member be allowed to complete 20 years?
Districts have the discretion to allow members to con-
tinue in CAT H in a drilling OPFAC. G-RSM is not
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aware of any future legislation or move to prevent a
member from completing 20 satisfactory federal years
toward retirement. For Reserve enlisted members with
18 to less than 20 years of service, P.L. 103-160
amends 10 USC 1176 by preventing the Service from
discharging, transferring, or denying reenlistment of a
member in an active status (e.g. active duty, SELRES,
or IRR-CAT H), without the member’s consent.

17. What identification will allow members
separated from the SELRES access to the
exchanges and commissaries? On what date
does the two-year program begin? Who provides
the identification card?

A Reserve ID (pink) card with a TA (Transition
Assistance) stamp, and Commissary Privilege Card
(CPC) will be issued to members who qualify for two
years of exchange and commissary privileges, which
includes not only personnel with one to less than 15
vears, but also personnel with 15 to less than 20 years
who do not elect RTB early retirement. All other per-
sonnel who qualify for retired pay at age 60 will quali-
fy for Grey Area benefits as usual. All ID cards will be
provided by any ID card issuing facility, the same as
before. The CPC cards will be issued by G-RSM for all
personnel.

18. How does being in the IRR affect one’s
Reserve career under downsizing?

IRR members may, and should, be encouraged to drill
for retirement points. Members may also complete cor-
respondence courses and enlisted personnel can com-
pete in servicewide exams. Members who were sepa-
rated as a result of exceeding PGP may use this oppor-
tunity to advance in rating. By doing so, they can meet
PGP criteria which would then make them eligible for
reassignment to the Selected Reserve.

19. Have accessions stopped?

In the interest of future force management, we have
resumed the recruiting of a limited number of non-
prior service personnel (RKs and RPs). We plan to
recruit another 200 non-prior service accessions in
FY95. The target number and rating mix (MK, RM,
QM, BM and PS) reflect minimum manpower
accessions needed to sustain the SELRES as a
“force in being.”
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o ALDISTs / ALCOASTs / COMDTINSTs @

Coast Guard's Rewards and Recognition Program.......ALCOAST 024/94
U.S. Coast Guard Core Values ... LCOAST 039/94
SELRES Downsizing Plan Implementation ALDIST 344/93
Guidance for Implementation of Transition Programs

For Members of the Coast Guard SELRES ..ALDIST 345/93
Public Affairs Policy — Elections ALDIST 034/94
Amended Flag Assignments (RADM Sloncen interim G-R) .ALDIST (052/94
CPOA (Reserve Course) Selections ALDIST 078/94
1994 NNOA Annual Training Conference & CG Workshop ..ALDIST 089/94
Graduate-level Benefits Added to MGIB Chapter 106 ...ALDIST 091/94
October 1994 Reserve Servicewide Exam (SWE) Competition ALDIST 094/94
Administrative Discharge Procedures for Shirking ....ALDIST 095/94
Procedures for Submitting & Processing Requests for

Reserve Transition Benefits COMDTINST M1001.37
F¥Y9%4 Sea-Keepers Campaign; TEMAC Solicitation ....... P 0823257 APR 94

{See back cover, May 24 Reservist for more info. on Sea-Keepers)

;
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