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Float Trip Vessel Inspection Checklist
Date: ___________
Vessel # _____

Vessel Reg. # ____________
Work list completed ____
Dry Dock _____

Topside _____
Certificates on Board
_____ Statement of Inspection / Operational Suitability
_____ Stability Letter 

_____ Current state registration

Navigation Safety

_____ Passenger Count (22 on motorized boats)
_____ Emergency Instructions (placard)

_____ Navigation Lights (sunset to sunrise operations or restricted visibility only)
_____ Sound Signaling Device

_____ Operating Station Control of Propulsion (control must be provided for engine – must have two independent means of engine shutdown)
_____ Radio Equipment (1 VHF radio)
_____ Satellite Phone/Cell Phone (available to party)
Structural Integrity

 _____ External Frame Structure (Inspection of all accessible parts –exterior/interior,  frame, air tubes, railings –attachment to frame, 
drainage of water from passenger well)
_____ Air Tube Integrity (seams, adhesives, outer skin, chaffing guards, previous repairs)  

_____ Vessel Markings (Identifying name or number displayed)
_____ Scupper/Freeing Ports (Allow rapid clearing of water)
_____ Embarkation Grab Rail (36 inches in height)
Safety
_____ Passenger Safety Orientation (public announcement, card or pamphlet)  - During NPS Quarterly Eval

Passengers will be informed of the following:

a. proper method for donning lifejacket

b. use of ring buoy and

c. embarkation/disembarkation procedures
_____ Lifejackets  (# ___  + operator’s. Type I. Child lifejacket shall be provided for passengers under 90 pounds, retro-reflective tape, 

marked with vessel or company name, storage marked with number/size)

Number of lifejackets rejected by inspector _____________(ensure lifejackets are stored correctly)
_____ Lifejacket donning placard posted (visible to crew and passengers)

_____ Ring Lifebuoy (orange or white, 40-feet lifeline attached, marked with vessel, company name or number, 20-inch ring)

_____ First Aid Kit (marked “First Aid Kit”, readily available) Check for expired medication, if in first aid kit
_____ Portable Fire Extinguisher (annual service with date, proper location, B1 at operating station. For immediate use)

Machinery

_____ Main Steering System Test (smooth operation, cables, hydraulic lines, helm unit)
_____ Propulsion Engine Tested (2 means of stopping engine, mounting points, controls, 

               gauges/indicator)

_____ Fuel System (portable fuel tanks, priming bulb, hose certified for use, proper 

               connections, “NO SMOKING” signs posted)
Electrical Equipment

_____ Batteries (overload protection, cable connectors, corrosion-resistant tray or mounting, ventilation)

_____ Wiring and Circuit Protection (circuits marked and identified at fuse panel)

_____ Portable Lighting (at least two lights if operating at night or if neeeded)
Drills  (will be demonstrated during NPS Quarterly Inspections)
Fire Drill
Man Overboard Drill

Abandon Ship Drill
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