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5. Briefings 
a.   USCG Sector San Diego (SEC SD). SEC SD introduced new personnel:  CDR Rochester, 
Chief of Prevention; LT Downing, Senior Investigating Officer; and LTJG Schmid, 
Enforcement. SEC SD led a discussion concerning casualty reports from GRCA via the State of 
Arizona and recent joint law enforcement activities with the NPS (discussed below).  SEC SD 
encouraged the continued notifications of on water events (marine events) and also commended 
everyone for their good work and for the cooperative relationship they share with the three 
parks.  

b.    USCG Eleventh District (CGD11). CGD11 Introduced CDR Louie, recently assigned as the 
Chief of Prevention Inspections and Investigations.  Mr. Paul Newman, USCG Recreational 
Boating Safety Specialist, briefed the significant reduction in travel expenditures imposed on the 
Coast Guard and recommended holding the 2014 Recreational Boating Safety Workshop in 
conjunction with CRLEA and cancelling the 2013 workshop. All parties were in favor.  Mr. 
Newman also highlighted the new "Wear It Colorado River" concept to eliminate the "Tri-State 
Boating Safety Fair" and extend the “Wear It” PFD brand to include all states and NPS entities.  
Again, all parties were in favor.  In discussing recent river running vessel casualties (accidents), 
it was emphasized that reporting requirements to the Coast Guard exists for some accident cases 
and that it is important to create a marine casualty investigative case in the USCG database 
system.  This allows for tracking trends with the river running fleet and particularly those that 
are currently exempt (by policy) from Coast Guard licensing and safety inspection requirements 
in order to monitor trends.  The Coast Guard archives all MOA documents, including this after 
action report (in their MISLE database system), and can provide copies at any time. 

c.   Lake Mead National Recreation Area (LAKE).  LAKE reported having over 13 million total 
visitors in 2012.  River running vessels carried over 17,000 passengers in 2012.  LAKE also 
provided a briefing of concessionaire business activities in the park (enclosure 3). Coordination 
of NPS/USCG boating safety worked well during the 2012 boating season between USCG 
Auxiliary boating safety support and Sector San Diego law enforcement support.  LAKE is 
interested in initiating a NPS/USCG law enforcement MOA. LAKE reported on their boating 
accident study with findings for the need to post Spanish language PFD information to offset a 
significant number of fatalities by Spanish speaking boaters. LAKE will offer DOI Motorboat 
Operator and Motorboat Operator Instructor Certification Courses in February and March and 
the POC is Ranger Marc Burt.  

d.   Grand Canyon National Park (GRCA).  GRCA reported that approximately 30,000 people 
were permitted for river running excursions down the Colorado River (20,000 commercial, 
10,000 private). It is estimated that over 100,000 people toured the Grand Canyon via Hualapai 
Native American operations, although not all people elect water tours. GRCA also briefed the 3 
commercial accidents and one private excursion fatality. GRCA anticipates offering an 
interagency river running trip in August 2013. 

e.   Glen Canyon National Recreation Area (GLCA).  GLCA reported that the vessel safety 
examination program with their river running concessionaire, Colorado River Discovery, 
continues to run smoothly. There were no drydock examinations scheduled for this year. 
Colorado River Discovery tours carried over 53,000 passengers in 2012 through their twenty 
vessel fleet (enclosure 4).   
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f.   Generally all parties report that communication is working well. Vessel safety activities and 
coordination are working smoothly including NPS/USCG Auxiliary activities. The annual MOA 
meeting continues to foster this process. 

6. The next MOA meeting will be hosted by the USCG Eleventh District at CRLEA, 2014.  For 
questions or comments regarding this report, please contact Mr. Rob Lee at (510) 437-5960 or 
by email: George.R.Lee@uscg.mil. 

# 

Enclosures:   (1)  USCG/NPS MOA Background Summary 
 (2)  2013 MOA Agenda and Meeting Attendees 
 (3)  LAKE Notes 
 (4)  GLCA Notes 
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SUBJECT:  USCG/NPS Memorandum of Agreement - Colorado River System 
 
BACKGROUND 
The U.S. Coast Guard, 11th District holds a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) with the three National Park Service 
(NPS) parks along the Colorado River where it shares joint 
jurisdiction. The three parks are Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area (LAKE), Grand Canyon National Park 
(GRCA) and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
(GLCA).  The NPS possesses the resources and authorities 
to carry out water side activities normally conducted by the 
USCG (e.g. boating safety, search and rescue, accident 
investigations, oversight of uninspected passenger vessels, 
river running/white water passenger vessels etc.). Due to 
USCG resource limitations for these interior areas and NPS 
primary presence, the NPS assumes this lead role. In return,  
the USCG supports the NPS by providing training, USCG 
Auxiliary activities and funding for aids to navigation. 
Additionally, the parties meet annually to ensure adequate 
joint agency public safety oversight. This MOA was signed 
by all parties in 2006 to formally recognize this 
arrangement. Every 5 years the MOA is reviewed for 
revisions.  
 
MOA REVISION 2012 
In early 2011, the parties decided to revise the MOA. The current revisions centered on clarification of language and 
incorporation of a 2008 USCG Auxiliary addendum.  There were no substantial changes affecting the parties or the 
public. All parties also desired to have the document re-signed because of significant personnel changes at higher levels 
both within the USCG and NPS. After the MOA was revised, the USCG met with each of the parks in the summer of 
2011 and briefed the proposed changes. USCG Legal and the NPS Solicitor General have favorably reviewed the MOA 
which was officially re-signed in January 2012.  The significant revisions include: 

 clearer language that the USCG retains casualty investigation responsibilities for river running passenger vessels, 
emphasizing the need for notification of any casualties, particularly serious marine incidents; 
 clarified language pertaining to NPS permitting of park activities by commercial concessionaires; and  
 inclusion of a separate 2008 USCG Auxiliary Amendment. 

Electronic copies of MOA can be found at: www.uscg.mil/pvs/nps.asp 
 
 
POCs:   USCG - Mr. Robert Lee (510) 437-5960 / George.R.Lee@uscg.mil 
  GLCA - Ms. Ms. Jacki Blais Concessions (928) 608-6322 / Jacki_Blais@nps.gov 
 GRCA - Deputy Chief Ranger Mike McGinnis (928) 638-7832 / Michael_McGinnis@nps.gov 
 LAKE - Deputy Chief Ranger Adam Kelsy (702) 293-8964 / Adam_Kelsey@nps.gov 
  Ms. Heidie Grigg, Concessions (702) 293-8923 / heidie_grigg@nps.gov 
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