
Our nation’s prosperity relies upon the balanced and sustainable use of inland,
coastal, and ocean waters and resources. The foundation for this prosperity—an ef-
ficient, resilient marine transportation system—must be maintained to facilitate mar-
itime mobility and protect the nation’s economy. At the same time, the marine
environment must be protected against threats from pollution, environmental
degradation, the spread of invasive species, and the illegal harvesting of marine re-
sources.

The Coast Guard’s multi-mission character positions us to conduct such distinct yet
complementary functions in the maritime domain. For example, in coordination
with other federal and state agencies, the Coast Guard enforces marine resource
management and protection regimes that preserve healthy stocks of fish and other
living marine resources. We work to keep the nation’s waters free of invasive species.
We also strive to protect our marine environment from contamination by oil, chem-
icals, and other sources of pollution. 

Recently, much attention has been focused on ways to minimize air pollution from
ships. For example, last July President Bush signed into law the Maritime Pollution
Protection Act of 2008. This paves the way for the U.S. to become a party to MAR-
POL Annex VI, significantly enhancing the stature of the United States among the
community of maritime nations.

Maritime safety, security, and stewardship are long-standing responsibilities as-
signed to the Coast Guard over more than two centuries of service. We have a proud
tradition of successful service in all of these areas, but we are not content to rest on
our laurels. We remain “always ready” to serve future needs. Sharing a common
purpose with the world’s maritime forces and a tradition of cooperation within in-
ternational organizations will enable the Coast Guard to forge global solutions to
these global environmental challenges. 
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