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Hazardous Material First Responder 3.G.05 
 
Learning Objective(s): DISCUSS the role of a First Responder during a  

hazardous situation. 
 
Why You Need to 
Know This 
 

For Coast Guard personnel, training for emergency response 
operations involving actual or potential hazardous materials releases 
has normally been associated with the “traditional” marine safety 
activity of oil spill response. However, other emergency response 
missions such as search and rescue, law enforcement, and port security 
could involve hazardous materials. Understanding your role as a First 
Responder is paramount in ensuring your safety, and a quick and 
efficient response to a possible hazardous condition. 
 
This lesson will provide you with the information you will need to 
know as First Responder to a hazardous situation.  
 

 
Topics Covered This section will cover the following topics: 

 
 Potential Hazards 
 OSHA 
 Required Training 
 First Responder Awareness Level 
 First Responder Operations Level 

 
At the end of this lesson you will have to participate in a learning 
activity. You are encouraged to first review the learning activity and 
the sign off requirements located in the “You and Your Supervisor” 
section located on the last page of this lesson. Reviewing this 
information before you begin the lesson will allow you to take proper 
notes and focus on key learning points. 
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Potential Hazards  Education, training, and Operational Risk Management (ORM) are 
essential elements of mishap prevention. When people are properly 
trained and educated, they are more aware of the risks.   Many of the 
Coast Guard’s critical missions…countering terrorist threats, rescuing 
mariners in distress, catching drug smugglers, stopping illegal 
immigrants, and protecting the marine environment...place Coast 
Guard members at risk.  
 
When involved in emergency response missions, the better able you 
are to deal with these hazards.  An emergency response is “a response 
effort to an occurrence that results, or is likely to result, in an 
uncontrolled release of a hazardous substance.” Uncontrolled 
hazardous incidents are situations where the substance is moving or 
there is a likelihood of movement, such as:  
 

 A vessel that runs aground and a threat of a discharge exists  
 Floating drug labs and/or floating drums  
 Vessel or aircraft fires  
 Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) and/or opportunity 

incidents  
 Body and evidence recovery following aircraft crashes  
 Salvage operations  
 Waterborne oil cleanup operations 

 
While we’re easily aware that hazardous materials are present in spills 
of oil or chemical products, we need to realize that hazardous 
materials could also be found in:  
 

 Toxic gasses generated by vessel fires  
 Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) incidents involving 

chemical, biological, radiological, or high explosive weapons  
 Chemicals used and produced for the illegal drug trade  
 Substances and pathogens found in unsanitary ship berthing 

and galleys  
 Debris and flood waters associated with a natural disaster  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hazardous Material First Responder 3.G.05 
 

3 
 

OSHA The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) began 
enforcing the Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
(HAZWOPER) regulations in 1990. These regulations, including 
specific training requirements, are to protect hazardous waste workers 
and emergency responders from actual and potential releases of 
hazardous substances.  
 
Before the onset of any operational mission, the supervisor needs to 
determine where potential hazards exist. This analysis helps the 
supervisor and incident commander to decide the type of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and the First Responder training needed.  
 
A summary of the training required by OSHA for Coast Guard 
emergency response operations is found on the following page. The 
training levels are defined by hours, competencies, and field 
experience.  
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HAZWOPER Training Levels Associated with USCG Units and Operations 
Worker 

Category 
Worker Description Training 

Requirements
Example CG 

units 
Provided 
Training 

Specialist 
employees 

Persons who provide 
technical advice on 
hazardous materials or 
processes. 

Site Safety 
Briefing on 
Topics (55-59) 
AND Sufficient 
training 

Marine Safety 
Center National 
Strike Force 

On-site  

First 
Responder 
Awareness 

Persons who witness a 
release or potential 
release and report it. 

Sufficient 
training and/or 
experience 
AND 
competencies 
(31 - 36) 

All Coast Guard 
Operational Units 

SEHO’s 
Unit Level  

First 
Responder 
Operations 

Persons who respond to 
releases or potential 
releases, but respond 
defensively. 

8 hours AND 
competencies 
(25 - 30) 

Station & ANT 
Boat Crews 
Group Op Centers 
/ District &Area 
Command 
Centers Cutters, 
Marine Safety 
Units 

TRACEN 
Yorktown, 
SEHO’s 
Unit Level  

Hazardous 
Materials 
Technician/ 
Specialist 

Persons directly acting to 
contain, control & stop a 
release of hazardous 
materials. 

24 hours AND 
competencies 
(7-15/ 16 – 24) 

National Strike 
Force 

Non-USCG  

On Scene 
Incident 
Commander 

Persons who assume 
control beyond first 
responder awareness 
level. 

24 hours AND 
competencies (1 
– 6) 

National Strike 
Force Marine 
Safety Units 

TRACEN 
Yorktown, 
 Unit Level 
Non-USCG  

Annual 
Refresher 
Training 

All emergency response 
personnel. 

Sufficient 
training 

All Coast Guard 
Operational Units 

TRACEN 
Yorktown, 
SEHO’s 
Unit Level  

General Site 
Workers, 
laborers, 
Supervisory 
personnel 

Persons engaged in 
activities that expose or 
potentially expose 
workers to hazardous 
substances and health 
hazards. 

40 hours AND 
3 days field 
experience 
AND 
competencies 
(37-43) 

National Strike 
Force 

Non-USCG  

Workers on 
site 
occasionally 
for a specific 
task or 
regularly on 
site with low 
exposure 
potential 

Persons who are unlikely 
to be exposed above 
exposure limits or 
persons working in areas 
fully monitored, fully 
characterized indicating 
exposures below 
exposure limits and no 
possibility of an 
emergency developing. 

24 hours AND 
1 day field 
experience 
AND 
competencies 
(44-50) 

Personnel 
engaged in 
ATON Battery 
Recovery 
Operations 
National Strike 
Force 

SEHO’s 
Unit Level 
TRACEN 
Yorktown, 
Non-USCG  
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Required Training Different levels of training are required for personnel performing 

various functions of the response operation. The level of training 
depends entirely on the task to be performed by the individual.  
 
The training level is often not related to an individual’s job title or 
Incident Command System (ICS) position. Training for First 
Responders should be at the Awareness Level and at the Operations 
Level. The training levels are defined by hours, competencies, and 
field experience. 
 

 
First Responder 
Awareness Level 

First Responders at the Awareness Level are likely to witness or 
discover a hazardous substance release. They are responsible for 
initiating an emergency response sequence by notifying the proper 
authorities of the release.  No further action beyond notifying the 
authorities of the release is taken at the First Responder Awareness 
level. First Responders at the awareness level need to have sufficient 
training or experience to:  
 

 Know what hazardous substances are, and the risks associated 
with them in an incident  

 Know the potential outcomes associated with an emergency 
created when hazardous substances are present  

 Recognize the presence of hazardous substances in an 
emergency  

 Identify the hazardous substances, if possible  
 Know their role in the employer’s emergency response plan 

including site security and control and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Emergency Response Guidebook  

 Realize the need for additional resources, and to make 
appropriate notifications to the communication center 

 
 
First Responder 
Awareness Level 
Training 

Training for First Responders at the Awareness Level should include:  
 

 Recognition of chemical and physical hazards  
 Response issues  
 Functional-based electives (1 hour)  

 Investigations and inspections  
 Operations and Command Centers  
 Small boat operations (Drum Recovery System)  
 Booming operations  
 Skimming operations 
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First Responder 
Operations Level 

First Responders at the operations level are responsible for responding 
to releases or potential releases of hazardous substances. This initial 
response to the site is for the purpose of protecting nearby persons, 
property, or the environment from the effects of the release.  
 
First Responders at the operational level are to respond in a defensive 
fashion without actually trying to stop the release. Their function is to 
contain the release from a safe distance, keep it from spreading, and 
prevent exposures.  
 
First responders at the operational level need to have sufficient 
training or experience to know:  
 

 Basic hazard and risk assessment techniques  
 How to select and use proper PPE provided to the first 

responder operational level  
 Basic hazardous materials terms  
 How to perform basic control, containment and/or confinement 

operations within the capabilities of the resources and PPE 
available with their unit  

 How to implement basic decontamination procedures  
 Relevant standard operating procedures and termination 

procedures 
 

 
First Responder 
Operations Level 
Training 

Training for First Responders at the Operations Level should include: 
 

 Hazard risk assessment techniques  
 Selection and use of proper Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE)  
 Basic decontamination  
 Defensive isolation and booming strategies  
 Functional-based electives (2 hours) 

 Investigations and inspections  
 Operations and Command Centers  
 Small boat operations (Drum Recovery System)  
 Booming operations  
 Skimming operations 
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Learning Activity 
 

 

To successfully complete this requirement you will need to discuss 
with your supervisor the role of a First Responder to a potential 
hazardous situation. 
 
 

 

 
 

For You and Your 
Supervisor 

In order to meet the sign-off requirement for this lesson YOU must 
perform the following: 
 

1. Prior to meeting with your supervisor review the contents of 
this lesson and organize your thoughts. 

2. Discuss the role of a First Responder to a hazardous substance 
that may be present in your area of work.  
 

Before signing off on this requirement your SUPERVISOR must: 
 

1. Make sure the member understands the role of a First 
Responder. 

2. Provide the member with corrective feedback and answer any 
questions they may have related to this topic. 

3. Sign-off the check-off sheet on the Record of Enlisted 
Professional Military Education (E-PME) Performance 
Requirements.  

 
 

 
References The references used to develop this lesson can be found at CG 

Directives (CG-612), www.uscg.mil/directives: 
 

 Safety and Health Training for Emergency Response 
Operations, COMDTINST 6260.31(series) 

 
 

 


