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Material Safety Data Sheets 3.G.03 
 
Learning Objective(s): Locate your Right to Know Station and EXPLAIN the 

contents of a Material Safety Data Sheet.  
 
Why You Need to 
Know This 
 
 

In the performance of your Coast Guard duties it is likely you will 
come in contact with commercial and/or non-commercial chemical 
products or materials. These types of products or materials might 
include cleaning agents, paints, solvents, pesticides, fuel, etc.  It is also 
likely that some of these chemicals may be potentially hazardous. In 
an effort to ensure a safe and healthy workplace, the U.S. 
Occupational Health and Safety Agency (OSHA) requires ALL 
businesses (public and private) to comply with regulations making 
sure their employees have the information they need about the hazards 
of the chemicals they work with or might be exposed in the workplace. 
This is the purpose of the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) and 
Right-To-Know Station. By providing you with this information, you 
can use the proper personal protective equipment (PPE) to safely 
handle and use the product or chemical, and know what to do in case 
of an accident or spill. 
 
This lesson will provide you with the information you will need to 
know in regards to the Right-To-Know Station and MSDS. 
 

 
Topic Covered This section will cover the following topics: 

 
 Right-To-Know Station 
 Material Data Safety Sheet (MSDS)  

 
At the end of this lesson you will be required to participate in a 
learning activity. You are encouraged to first review the learning 
activity and the sign off requirements located in the “You and Your 
Supervisor” section of this lesson. Reviewing this information before 
you begin the lesson will allow you to take proper notes and focus on 
key learning points. 
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Material Safety Data 
Sheet (MSDS) 
 
   

CFR 29 1910.1200(E) (8) covers all workers who may be exposed to 
hazardous chemicals on the job. It deems it necessary that employees 
know the hazards and the identities of the chemicals they are exposed 
to when working. Employees also need to know what protective 
measures are available to prevent adverse effects from occurring.  
 
To this end, employers are to ensure that Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) are readily accessible during each work shift to employees 
when they are in their work area(s).  MSDSs are written or printed 
material concerning a hazardous chemical that is prepared in 
accordance with paragraph (g) of OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.1200.  
 
An MSDS must be on file for every hazardous chemical used in the 
workplace and must be readily available to every employee who may 
be potentially exposed to hazardous chemicals.  
 
Information fields in an MSDS are provided below. Personnel should 
familiarize themselves with this information for each chemical used in 
their workplace. 
 

Section Contents 

1. Product and Company Identification  

2. Composition/Information on Ingredients  

3. Hazards Identification Including Emergency Overview  

4. First Aid Measures  

5. Fire Fighting Measures  

6. Accidental Release Measures  

7. Handling and Storage  

8. Exposure Controls and Personal Protection  

9. Physical and Chemical Properties  

10. Stability and Reactivity Data  

11. Toxicological Information  

12. Ecological Information  

13. Disposal Consideration  

14. MSDS Transport Information  

15. Regulatory Information  

16. Other Information  

 
A link to the on-line MSDS search engine can be found below:  

http://www.msdssearch.com/DBLinksN.htm 
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Right-to-Know 
Station 
 
          

A "Right-to-Know Station” is a control center for keeping all OSHA 
and MSDS-related information organized and available.  The station 
should be easy to find in case of emergency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Its purpose is to provide employees of all chemical hazards in their 
workplace. Some common locations where "Right to Know Stations" 
can be found are paint lockers, engine rooms, auxiliary machinery 
spaces, and cleaning gear lockers.  
 

 
Learning Activity 
 

 

To successfully complete this requirement you will need to locate your 
local Right-To-Know Station and discuss the contents of a MSDS with 
you unit safety officer or appropriate supervisor. If you are unable to 
answer the questions from your unit’s “Right to Know Station” you 
can look up the answers online (search: MSDS; Simple Green). 
 

1. In Section 1: Product and Company Identification, what is the 
emergency phone number listed? 
_________________________________________________ 
 

2. Under Section 2: Hazards Identification, what is the hazard 
identified for “eye contact?”  __________________________ 
 

3. Under Section 2: Hazards Identification, if inhaled—is it toxic? 
_________________________________________________ 
 

4. Under Section 12: Ecological Information, discussing hazards 
to wild animals & aquatic organisms, what category is it based 
on regarding toxicological profile? 
________________________________________________________ 
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For you and Your 
Supervisor 

1. Prior to meeting with your unit safety officer (or appropriate 
supervisor) review the contents of this lesson. 

2. Locate your Right to Know Station, and search for the “Simple 
Green” MSDS. If an MSDS does not exist, search for one 
online.  

3. Organize your thoughts around the questions located above in 
the Learning Activity.  

4. Discuss the contents of the MSDS and your answers to the 
Learning Activity questions with your unit safety officer, or 
appropriate supervisor.  

  
Before signing off on this requirement your UNIT SAFETY 
OPFICER or SUPERVISOR must: 
 

1. Make sure the member can locate their local Right-To-Know 
Station and can discuss the contents of an MSDS. 

2. Provide the member with corrective feedback and answer any 
questions they may have related to this topic. 

3. Sign off the check-off sheet on the Record of Enlisted 
Professional Military Education (E-PME) Performance 
Requirements.  

 
 
References The references used to develop this lesson are listed below:  

 
 29 Code of Federal Regulations CFR,  Part 1910, Occupational 

Safety and Health Standards 
 

 


