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Pollywogs, Blue-Nosed Polar Bears, Golden Dragons, Shellbacks, and Salty Dogs... What do all Or n er
of these things have in common? What, exactly, ARE they? Good questions. These are all

sailors’ badges of honor (well, not “Pollywog” which is what sailors are called before they attain

these badges of honor). Crewmembers who have survived the rites of passage for having

crossed various significant “lines” (of latitude or longitude) include Blue-Nosed Polar Bears

who have crossed the Arctic Circle, Golden Dragons who have crossed the International

Dateline (180 degrees west longitude), and Shellbacks who have crossed the equator.

As sailors accrue these titles, they become some really “Salty Dogs” - a title of respect within
the seafaring community. WAESCHE sailors will attain not one but two of these titles this trip

- we initiated 75 new Blue-Nosed Polar Bears on the 9th of September and hopefully we will
have the opportunity to initiate many more Golden Dragons before we come home.
Additionally, WAESCHE crewmembers are on track to earn the Arctic Service Medal during
this deployment; yet another milestone in a nautical career. Truly, this is a SALTY crew
deserving of serious respect!
But honorifics and medals are not why we do this job. WAESCHE crew members have chosen
this vocation and do this job out of a sense of humanitarianism, patriotism, tradition and duty.
Many of these crewmembers eagerly embraced the challenges of a tour in a National Security
Cutter. Others didn’t seek-out this assignment, but their country called them here because we
need their unique skills to accomplish our missions. The medals and titles are nice, though,
and very few people in the Coast Guard have had as many unique experiences as this crew.
And it’s important to me to make these experiences memorable. That’s one of the reasons
people go to sea; traditions.
So today I celebrate the salty dogs of WAESCHE - and the families and loved ones back home
who support them. We get to do some pretty unique things and see some pretty obscure places
in our line of work, but we couldn’t do it without the support of our folks back home. We all
- know what dedicated patriots the crew is — and people often stop to thank them for their
service, but we can’t forget the patriotism and important service of our families back home.
Were it not for them, we wouldn’t be able to do our job. Thank you for your service.

On the left: IS1 Deets, 052 DuVall, OSI’C;sTo_nguay, IS3 Gormley
On the right: ENS Orr, MK1 Ingram, CTI1 Hutchinson, EM2 Evans, EM3 Johnson . -
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Last we spoke; we were in “sunny” Portland, OR. Well, today we are off the coast of “sunny”
Point Barrow, Alaska or to quote Admiral Dan Abel of District 17, “most have heard of the

‘Last FrontleWands on the very ragged edge of the last—fsontler”







JUNIOR SAILORS OF THE MONTH
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; : ve of the water, he joine

ast Gus 7. ] er Ke n'krrethe wanted to be
a Boatswain’s Mate o) upon graduatlng boot camp, he was a part
of the Aids to Nav1gat10n Team in Crisfield , Maryland for a year.

Following that tour, he went to Boatswain’s Mate training school
(A-School). Upon graduating A-School, BM2 Kelton went to
Station Sabine, TX where he was advanced to 2nd class.

On CGC WAESCHE, he is an influential and contributing
member of the crew. He earns the title of being WAESCHE’s
Junior Sailor of the Month for the month of August because he
always goes beyond the duties and responsibilities of a 2nd class

Petty Officer. He is currently the only Petty Officer who is
qualified as a Boarding Officer on board. Leading up to our Arctic
Patrol, BM2 stepped up into the role of 1st Lieutenant for three
weeks when the cutter was going through transfer season and
members of the crew were either on leave or attending training.

During the last few weeks inport, BM2 Kelton managed projects
and ensured the cutter would be ready to sail at the beginning of
August.

BM2 Kelton looks forward to going back to the Gulf Coast for his
next tour. If he stays in the Coast Guard, he aspires to become a
Warrant Officer. Lastly, but most importantly he is excited to
see his 5-month old baby girl, Isla!




The Operations Department had the opportunity this patrol to send many of its O
members to attend the Coast Guard North Pacific Regional Fisheries Training

Center (NPRFTC). The training center ensures Coast Guard boarding teams are 0
prepared to conduct fisheries and safety boardings on commercial fishing vessels
throughout Alaska. The NPRFTC covers a broad range of fisheries-related topics. (? 12
Many of our Operations Specialists learned about the resources available to help 1" Z( Y
them in tracking types of fishing vessels and identifying different fisheries 0]

regions around Alaska. The Operation Specialists had the opportunity to practice Q
obtaining data on different vessels and relaying the information to the Boarding

Officer. Many junior officers and senior Boatswain's Mates learned the role of

being a Boarding Officer specifically pertaining to fisheries. The training
center taught the junior officers and senior Boatswain's Mates to properly
verify log entries onboard fishing vessels as well as managing and
understanding the task of Boarding Team Members.

Many Boatswain's Mates saw first-hand all the safety gear
required on board fishing vessels and were taught how to
inspect it to identify whether they were in compliance with
regulations. During the course, the Operations Department
worked together while at the North Pacific Regional Fisheries
Training Center and took advantage of the opportunity to
learn the intricacies involved in conducting fisheries and
safety boardings in Alaska and surrounding areas.



The Engineering Department is diligently training newly reported
members following transfer season to complete both Machinery
and Engineer of the Watch qualifications. This has been an
extremely involved effort for all members; for those achieving
their qualifications and for the committed veterans of WAESCHE.

The Damage Control
Division orchestrated an
impressive day of training
on all damage control
equipment and systems,
which offered fun hands-
on practice and was a
great refresher for the
crew.



ENS Wu & SN Brooks looking out for nearby marine mammels
and vessels during a gunnery exercise
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DET'S ANAd entitlements

ta;rl'rlﬁg:personne]_data receﬁds, and
m‘ersomre}-travel While other crewmembers
are serving more noticeably on the front
lines of operations, the Yeomans onboard
WAESCHE are also steaming full speed
ahead, behind the scenes, providing
logistics and support to all those operating YN2 Pagozalski, YN1 Weatherford, SK2 Rich, and

onboard WAESCHE. Bravo Zulu to their SKC Clark in the Ship's Office.
efforts and a job well done for all that they
do.

With the 4th Quarter (QTR) of Fiscal Year 15 coming to a end, the SKs have
been busy spending down the 1.2 million dollar budget set for WAESCHE.
They have completed over 650 purchase requests and 65 purchase orders
and 800 Military Standard Requisitioning and Issue Procedures (Milstrips).
Furthermore, 4th QTR inventory for Operating Materials and Supplies
(OM&S) parts yielded a 100% perfect score.
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On September 5th, WAESCHE
welcomed the Commandant of the
Coast Guard and Senator Murkowski
onboard. Congratulations to BM2
Kelton & MK2 Nettles for receiving
the Commandant's Commitment to
Excellence Award!



The Coast Guard’s Evolving Role in the Alaska and the Arctic

The United States Coast Guard has a rich history of operations in Alaska and the Arctic dating back to the
time when the Coast Guard sailed under the flag of it’s predecessor, the United States Revenue Cutter
Service. Following the Alaska Purchase in 1867, the Revenue Cutter Service served as the sole law
enforcement agency and primary search and rescue service for the territory and provided transportation
for government officials, scientists, and medical professionals seeking access to more than 20,000 miles of
Alaskan and Arctic coastline. During this time the Revenue Cutter Service conducted numerous rescues of
distressed and stranded whaling ships, introduced reindeer to serve as a food source for the Native
Alaskan Population, supported scientific research, and brought law and order to this largely unregulated
region of the United States.

The Alaskan and Arctic operating environments have changed dramatically since the time of the Revenue
Cutter Service and the Coast Guard has adapted over time to meet the challenges posed by these changes.
Today, as in the time of the Revenue Cutter Service, the Coast Guard functions as a law enforcement
presence and search and rescue service in Alaska; acting as one of the primary regulatory mechanisms for
the nearly $6 billion a year Alaskan fishing industry and conducting 534 search and rescue cases, in 2013
alone. The discovery of oil and the arrival of offshore drilling platforms in the Arctic brings new safety and
security concerns to the region. As a result, the Coast Guard has increased its presence and is poised to
react to potential oil spills and coordinate response efforts. The recent retreat of Arctic ice served as a
catalyst for increased commercial vessel traffic by way of the Northwest Passage. The increase to vessel
traffic may also lead to an increase possibility of search and rescue cases in the Arctic and need for Coast
Guard assets in this area.

The shear size of Alaska and the Arctic region
coupled with the highly diverse and ever
changing mission set performed by the Coast
Guard in the region make it a highly challenging
operating environment. WAESCHE is proud to
continue the Coast Guard tradition of
distinguished service in Alaska and she is well
suited to carry out the mission as one of the




NOAA National
Marine Fisheries

Service in
Kodiak

On August 27, WAESCHE
crew members got the
opportunity to visit the NOAA
National Marine Fisheries
facility in Kodiak, Alaska. They

- got to examine species in a

- touch tank. They also received
a tour of the current research

projects being conducted at the
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS

in DUTCH
HARBOR

On 17 September 2015, 26 crew
members led by FS1 Merrill and
OS1 Hoxworth, offered their
liberty time to serve the local
schools of Unalaska. While
some volunteers demolished a
dangerous playground
structure, spread gravel, and
painted a curbed fire zone area,
others mowed a

field, cleaned

and organized

two walk-in

freezers and a

dry-food

storage area.

Overall, WAESCHE
offered 104 man hours
of community service
and was commended
by the school
superintendent.



5K FUN RUN in DUTCH HARBOR

Runners before the start of the 5k!

Our top
finishers:

ET2 Kennedy,
ENS Orr, and
ENS
Marcenelle

A smile on
GMC
Tucker's face

as he finishes
his 5k



1 WAESCHE CROSS TRACK

Across

4. Alaska’s top shellfish fishery

7. Feet in a fathom

9. Siblings sharing a machinery space
10. Most valuable species to fish

11. On the flag and in the sky

12. Two subgroups: Toothed whales
and ...

13. Was built in this state

14. McDonald’s Filet-O-Fish
18. Featured in Dutch Harbor

17

Down

1. First to achieve the rank of admiral
in the Coast Guard

2. The one after us

3. Minutes in a nautical mile

5. Homeport

6. The newest of our kind

8. America's Last Frontier

15. Second to

16. Largest known mammal

17. There’s three of them that light us
up

19. Northern Lights

20. Current CO




THE HOME FRONT

Greetings Everyone!

As the summer comes to a close and we move into fall we have many exciting adventures
awaiting us. Fall brings us new arrivals to WAESCHE, farewell to friends who have
transferred, back to school time, apple picking season, pumpkin patches and cooler
weather! Your new WAESCHE Ombudsman Team is looking forward to getting

families involved in some WAESCHE gatherings back home Whlle ou :
patrolling the high seas! ? :

Upcoming Events: LT e, 14

October 11th- WAESCHE Famlly Gathermg in Alameda Housing * @ -
o pr
- October 14th- Coast Guard Preparedness Fair @ Coaeruard Island
et T

October 24th Bay Area é(} ﬁ est Festlval @ Coast Guard Island

E‘FF'. 1% ¢

nre to keep an eye on our Facebook page and email for information regarding ‘
omatlon. We can be reached;24/ 7 via phone (510)847-1506,

Photo taken by Irena Burkett, hiking Angel'sRest in Portland, OR



explorlng new places;Teading when I ha ;
time, worklng on crafts and mee 10D

your OmbudsmenT

" Hi there, my name is Rebekah DuVall and I am 28 years
“young. I was born and raised in Lancaster, CA. I joined the

Coast Guard in 2008 and in 2009 I met my amazing husband
whom I absolutely adore (OS2 James DuVall) while stationed
on USCGC Mohawk out of Key West, FL.. We have been
married for four years now and have a three year old son
named Paxton. We transferred here from Portland, Maine in
2014. I am now using my GI Bill to get my degree in Criminal
Justice/ Maritime Enforcement. I am a photographer and I
have an etsy shop making scarves! I'm looking forward to
meeting all the families and helping with anything I can.

Photo taken by Irena Burkett, hiking Angel'sRest in Portland, OR



BM2

Kelton
DC1 Witkowski's son, with Isla
Oliver



IS1

Valentin's
son, Rylan
BM2 Kelton's daughter, Isla
ET1 Bird's children, Victor OS1 Castonguay's
and Margaret daughters, Laura

& Emilia



MKCS

Bolen's son, SK2 Rich's
Finnien daughter,
Taylor
EM1
Espinosa's
son,
Sebastian

DC1 Witkowski's son,
Oliver
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