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By Captain Jim Passarelli
Commanding Officer

Ahoy WAESCHE families!

It’s been about a month since my last update and boy have we been busy! Since our arrival in our patrol
area, we have had tremendous successes. I only wish I could give you some details of exactly what we’ve been
up to. Let me just say that your loved ones aboard WAESCHE are having a tremendous impact on keeping
America’s streets safer. At times we've been so busy, that we can’t even run the drills and exercises we have
planned because they are interrupted by operations. And that’s a good thing!

Amidst all this fast pace, the crew is working tremendously hard to keep WAESCHE in top shape.
Though she is only 8 years old, WAESCHE is a very demanding and fickle creature. These National Security
Cutters are incredibly sophisticated and are engineered with an infinite amount of safety interlocks and
electrical systems where you would otherwise not expect them. For example, we had an issue where two sides of
our main engine reduction gears (the gears that connect our engines to our propellers) didn’t want to ‘talk’ to
each other through their electrical control circuits. EMC Benally and his team of Electricians worked incredibly
hard to identify and repair the issue to keep us operational.

On the operations side, our team of Boatswain’s Mates have been doing an incredible job driving our
interceptor boats in the large Pacific Ocean ground swells, in the dark of night, far from the cutter and amidst
violent squalls. I could go on and on, as these are just a couple of examples of how Team WAESCHE is getting
the job done despite challenging conditions.

So far, we've seen Puerto Chiapas, Mexico and Golfito, Costa Rica as patrol breaks. Each port offers its
own unique experiences. Above all, these ports provided us with much-needed rest and re-provisioning. You
can expect more great things from your loved ones aboard WAESCHE in the coming weeks. Fair winds and

following seas...

CAPT Passarelli



A Word from the Command
Senior Chief

We are almost at the halfway point of the patrol and we have been fairly successful so far. We have done a great
 job with our mission, staying very busy. Many of our newly reported members are getting qualified and
: becoming more comfortable with their jobs onboard. Wlth our secc pertcall behind us we loak forward to




Congratulations to FS3 Justin Scott on being selected as the August
Sailor of the Month. Bravo Zulu!







Operations Department
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While standing a taut watch, OS3 Jacques Pierre spotted a go-fast vessel. His detection
and continued tracking of the vessel throughout the chase allowed CGC WAESCHE's
small boats to catch the vessel and board it. Above, his effort is recognized by CAPT




Engineering Department

MKC Christopher Lindstrom (left) inspects a
generator during Basic Engineering Casualty
Control Exercises (BECCEs) as DC3 Elizabeth
Scarborough (center) monitors his actions.
BECCE: test the abilities of engineering
watchstanders to recognize and respond to
machinery casualties and is a key part of the
qualifying process.

From left to right: MK1 Michael Johnson, MK2 Ariel Reyes, and
EM2 Emiliano Navor handle a fire hose during DC Olympics, an
activity that pitted teams against each other as a way to practice
damage control skills. MK1, MK2, and EM2 were part of the
Engineering team, which unsurprisingly won the day's events.
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Members of the Combat Systems department participate in a gunnery exercise (GUNEX) using one of
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the .50 caliber guns onboard. Weapons training, and the maintenance of guns and ammunition is
overseen by the Gunners-Mate division.

The Combat Systems Department, led by Lieutenant Jay
Rudometkin (center) meet following quarters to discuss
upcoming events. Some people are definitely more
excited than others.

The ETs are recognized by the CO (left) for their hard
work during the inport period. Left to right: ET1 Rodger
Springsteen, ET1 Cordell Benner, ET1 Jose Ortiz, and
ET3 Michael Strahlendorf. Thank you for all your hard
work and extra time spent to make this patrol
successful!
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Taking Flight: An LSO's Perspective

By ENS Ellie Wu

The flight deck is my oasis when
we are out at sea. As a Landing
Signal  Officer (LSO), I am
responsible for the safety of flight
deck personnel, the flight deck, and
the  helicopter = during flight
operations. I get to stand out on the
flight deck facing the helicopter as
the pilots go through their pre-
takeoff checklist. As they get the
engines started, I get to watch the
helicopter's rotor blades start to
spin.

The start-up of the blades always
reminds me of how patrols go.
Initially, when the blades start
spinning, it is possible to see each
and every blade. On patrols, we
start slow since it’s typically been a
while since we operated last, and
then we start executing our
missions, interdicting  vessels,
sometimes several in a week. Then
the days start speeding up like the
rotors blades; they start to blur
together and it’s hard to tell apart
one day from another.

Once up to full speed, the

pr momen

whirling sound of the rotor blades  §ing them a little wave and a smile

ck their camera

I watch as the pilots go through
all the other equipment checks,

I call over the radio for flight deck
members and four people come out
from the hangar and situate
themselves, two on either side of the
helicopter.

As an LSO, it is a thrilling
experience directing people
underneath the rotor blades as they
take off the straps that keep the
helicopter attached to the flight
deck. They are my shipmates going
back and forth on the flight deck
and my job becomes so important—
it's my job to watch out for their
safety.

After removing the straps, the
team goes back to the hangar. When
everyone is back in the hangar, it is
just me and the helicopter crew and
we have the same goal in mind, to
get the helicopter up in the sky to
provide us extra eyes.

Just like the WAESCHE is safer
in port, the helicopter is safer on the
flight deck, but that's not what
they're built for.

Photo : ENS Wu prepares for the
arrival of a helicopter after
ensuring the flight deck is clear.
Photo by MK3 Rachel Robbins.



Operatlon Turtle Rescue

By SN Selina Mann

Maritime Safety, Stewardship, and
Security are the three different categories
of the Coast Guard’s 11 missions.
However, Maritime Safety through Search
and Rescue and Security through law
enforcement operations are depicted most
often. Many do not realize that along with
the hustle and bustle of drug interdictions
and law enforcement boardings, the Coast
Guard plays a vital role in environmental
preservation.

Recently, CGC WAESCHE took a break
from law enforcement operations to carry
out Maritime Stewardship. WAESCHE was
involved in the successful rescue of a sea
turtle in distress, tangled in an improperly
disposed of fishing net.

Franklin (as named by the rescue crew:
BM2 Jessica Achterberg, MK2 Ariel Reyes,
BM3 Harrison Rabalais, and SN Selina
Mann) was discovered with minor injuries
to his front left fin. We were able to
untangle the net and cut his fin free using a
knife without causing further damage to
the area. Thankfully, he was able to swim

~off with no problems.

Personally, this small but significant
operation was a pivotal event. [ am a
Seaman/ non-rate onboard CGC
WAESCHE I have been attadiefdteaﬁle'




After Hours

One of the great parts about being underway is being able to spend 24/7 working (just kidding). Even with the long
hours and unplanned operations, the crew manages to find some forms of entertainment.
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According to the CO, ITC Edward Clark (left) and ENS OS2 Lay
Tim Hulse (right) look like twins with their patrol
mustaches. We're not completely convinced.




COMREL: Tapachula, Mexico

26 members of the crew participated in a community relations (COMREL) event by volunteering more than five
hours during personal librty to assist Desarrollo Integral de la Familia (DI1F)Tapachula, a facility dedicated to
providing social assistance by focusing on strengthening and developing the welfare of Mexican families
receiving treatment from nearby hospitals. The team re-painted the exterior of a housing facility and three of the
bathrooms, installed three electrical ceiling fans, repaired and installed mosquito nets on the windows, and
cleaned around the facility. The volunteer effort allowed the seyerely undermanned staff to focus on the patients,
and strengthened relations between the community of Tapachula and the United States Coast Guard.




From Our Ombudsman

Greetings from the ombudsman team!

We hope that everyone is doing well and avoiding the deployment blues. We are aware that as we quickly
approach the middle of the patrol this is usually when stress is at an all time high for both the crew and family
members at home. Most of us are juggling many different things, while trying to tackle the never-ending to-do
list, and by now Murphy’s Law is usually in full effect. Trying to deal with all of the issues that often arise when
the boat is gone can become very stressful. Therefore, we would like to share some healthy ways to cope with
stress.

Everyone handles stressful situations differently, but taking time out for you is one of the best ways to reduce
stress. Use that time to read a book, catch up on your favorite television show, work on a hobby, or just enjoy
some peace and quiet. Meditation, exercise, yoga listening to music, and even getting a good night’s sleep are
all things that can be done to help manage your stress levels.

Reaching out to other people can also be a great way to reduce stress. Try to connect with other families in the
unit because they understand the demands of boat life and they often make a great support system.

There are also Coast Guard resources available such as Work life and CG Support that can help provide
resources if you want to speak with someone. You can reach Work Life at 1-800-872-4957 or via the link
https://www.uscg.mil/worklife/ and CG Support can be reached at 1-855- 247-8778 or via the link
www.CGSUPRT.com.

As always, we encourage everyone to contact us with any questions, concerns, or if you are experiencing any
type of emergency. _




WAESCHE Then...

We managed to round up some pictures of WAESCHE's crew before they became the salty sailors they are now.

DC1 Justin Critcher

OS3 Brandon Wright




Little WAESCHE
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Hello from the Homefront!

OS2 James Duvall's son, Paxton, with a BM2 Daniel Russo's daughter, Lily,
pregnancy announcement. tackling a playground ride.
Congratulaﬁbns, 082!






