
Greetings from CGC STRATTON!  
We have been out on our first opera-
tional patrol and what a rush it has 
been.   The crew has been incredibly 
busy.  We have tested new boats, new 
boat launching equipment, gotten 
certified for helicopter operations, 
certified pursuit training, airborne use 
of force training, launched helicopters 
and boats, chased bad guys, seen 
beautiful sunsets, had a swim call, 
visited Costa Rica and we are only 
halfway done.  In their "off" time we 
have completed a bunch of all hands 
drills from fire fighting, rescue and 
assistance (for others in distress), 
toxic gas, flooding, etc. We have 
intercepted 4 different vsls, disrupted 
1700kg of cocaine (sent to the bottom 
of the ocean) and seized another 
500kg of cocaine.  To date, almost 
everyone in the crew have upgraded 
their qualifications and they are busy 

working on more.  They accomplish 
this by working up to 14 hour days - 
sometimes longer.  You should be 
extremely proud of your STRATTON 
crew.  They have accomplished so 
much.   Most of all - there is a great 
working atmosphere on the ship.  
What a team.  It is the only place I 
would be - when I am away from my 
family. 
  Speaking of which - collectively - we 
want to thank you! All of you - our 
family, friends, shipmates - everyone 
who is supporting us while we are 
deployed.  We know it isn't easy.  You 
are doing the work of two, taking care 
of all of the details while struggling 
with jobs, home life and separation 
from your loved ones.  We just want 
you to know - how much we appreci-
ate ALL that you do and we can't wait 
to see you when we get home! 
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As Stratton heads to our 
operating area we remem-
ber the Coast Guardsman 
and women who have given 
the ultimate price. Our 
hearts go out to Boat-
swain’s Mate Third Class 
Travis R. Obendorf and his 

family. A special thanks goes 
out to MK1 Parker and his 
son for building the sign that 
now hangs in our hanger. We 
have named our small boat 
teams after BM3 Obendorf 
and BMCS Horne, in an ef-
fort to remember the dangers 

of our job and to ensure that our 
crew remembers that we are al-
ways to take care of our own. We 
ask that the families of our crew 
reach out and take care of each 
other while we are away on de-
ploy and follow our policy of 
helping our shipmates. 

Stratton (WMSL 752) 

STRATTON’s First Operational Tour is in remembrance of the Fallen 

Captain Andrew Sugimoto 



It has been a busy yet effi-
cient month since Stratton 
has left their friends, families 
and homes behind as we 
have embarked upon this 
challenging deployment. 
Before sunrise and late into 
the evening we are conduct-
ing law enforcement drills, 
small boat operations, helo 
operations, ammunition on 
loads, fueling, and all other 
daily activities that con-
stantly tests the crew. Every 
day has been training to so 
that we could become pro-
feiecent which has prepared 
us for our current deploy-

ment. The crew spends 
time bonding during 
Wednesday Bingo Night, 
Saturday Morale Nights 
and time well spent in the 
gym. We are constantly 
reminded of what we are 
here to do and why we 
have been sent on this mis-
sion. The next two pages 
include photos of our de-
ployment thus far. 

The Deployment so far 
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DC1 Thompson, BM2 Rousseau, SN Jordan-Bertucci, FN 
Buczakowski, and more on the Foc’sle (the Bow)  during a 
transit. 

ENS Schulz, OS2 Booth, and OS3 Reed at Special Sea Detail attempting 
to tell OS2 Milburn that we are not in the Navy and that there is no 
COMMS division. Attempts are still being made to further make the 
point. LCDR Holden and ENS Howell are in the background. 

IT3 Lawhun shifting colors during Special Sea 

SNSK Collins after becoming Qualified 
as Helm and Look out and Boarding 
Team Member. 

SN Bell, Master Helmsmen 
and Rock Paper Scissor 
Champ Standing by 

GM2 Kenny, OS2 Greene, and BM3 Backman 
standing by for a mooring evolution. 
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MK3 Salzborn posing under the Golden Gate 
Bridge 

OS1 Switzer, ENS Howell, ENS Ramirez, MK3 Quintana, and FS3 Bry-
son (from left to right) are enjoying a brief CBR and informative train-
ing by DCCS Stephens 

LTJG Dietz relaxing after a long day of Helo OPs 

One of the many Helo tie-downs that have and will be performed by our outstanding crew. 

The navigation division has 
been busy making prepara-
tions for the navigational 
demands of patrolling in a 
new area of responsibility 
more than 10,000 miles of 
transit charted. This has in-
cluded several new track 
lines, sail plans and enhance-
ments to the bridge such as 
our new paint on the con-
soles. The division has also 
been busy getting qualified 
as Quartermaster of the 

Watch and Boarding Team 
Member. BM2 Blancarte 
recently received the qualifi-
cation as a Spanish transla-
tor. BM2 Duggan will be 
advancing to First Class 
Petty Officer in March. BM3 
Redditt received orders to 
Station Key West, Florida 
and BM2 Duggan received 
orders to Station Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. 

The Navigation Division 
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The LE division has quali-
fied 14 new BTM's in prepa-
ration for the upcoming pa-
trol. This training went on 
during the inport period and 
its extensive and rigorous 
schedule has truly prepared 
Stratton for its current patrol.  
We have also conducted ap-
proximately 140 hours of LE 
training. That ranged from 
red man fights to a tactical 
inspection of spaces. The LE 
division also coordinated 
multiple off site training evo-
lutions with 4 separate CG 
units to further enhance LE 
team capabilities.  The LE 

division also ordered new 
body armor to outfit new 
BTM's and retrofit female 
BTM members who were 
wearing male armor. This 
armor has increased the 
safety of our LE personnel 
and affords them much 
needed maneuverability that 
we need for our operation. In 
addition, we have purchased 
a new indoor shooting range 
equipment so that all person-
nel will be prepared and 
ready to fire their weapons.  
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LE Program 

ME3 Kyer training SN Rodriguez at the indoor laser 
range. 

A-gang has been busy the 
last few weeks completing 
small boat training and 
testing the newly installed 
aft cranes. MK2 Crone and 
MK3 Sanchez earned their 
qualifications as small boat 
engineers. Congratulations 
to MK2 Crone on the birth 
of his new baby girl, 
Finley Rose. She was born 
on January 4th at 5 lbs 11 
ounces. STRATTON suc-
cessfully completed Heli-
copter Standardization, 
which is when a training 
team comes out to a cutter 
and ensures that we are 

following the best practices in 
the fleet. Stratton is now certi-
fied to land and fuel helicopters. 
We passed with zero discrepan-
cies. The fueling team received 
the highest scores on the Heli-
copter Standardization test for 
the fueling team and will be 
receiving an ice cream social. 
Good Job to everyone involved!   

The Auxiliary Division 

BM2 Blancarte and ET3 Charpentier 
getting their ears talked off by ME3 Kyer 
on the bridge wing. 

ET3 Charpentier taking a bear-
ing  

FS3 Lopez enjoying the 
sunset during a transit out 

BM3 Redditt and 
ET2 May staying 
busy as the Master 
Helmsman and Mas-
ter Thrustman during 
Special Sea Detail 
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Care Packages can be sent to: 

USCGC STRATTON (WMSL 752) 
CARE PACKAGE FOR: SN Jane 
Smith 
Coast Guard Island Bld 42 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 Any care pack-
ages that want to 
be mailed on 
time should be 
sent to BLDG 42  
in the middle of 
February and the 
start of March. 

The Deck Division has been 
hard at work the past three 
months. Just prior to 
STRATTON's deployment, 
the cutter replaced to major 
boat davit systems onboard 
with a modernized, safer 
and more versatile system. 
As a result, the new crew 
has been vigorously work-
ing to certify in all launch 
and recovery positions. 
Aside from the davits, 
STRATTON received its 
newest small boat, an OTH-
IV, which is a over the hori-
zon small boat that is 26 
feet long and allows for 

Stratton to deploy our LE team. 
The OTH-IV will be replacing 
the OTH-III throughout the 
cutter fleet. With the addition 
of the new small boat, the crew 
has spent significant time 
learning how to operate the 
new platform and certifying in 
all boat crew positions. 

Deck Force 

ENS Petty listening intently to a OOD debrief. 

BMC Evangelist and BOSN Supervising the 
use of the new Dual point Davit. 

BM1 Patterson (Buster) issuing commands for 
the Boat Davit. BM3 Tokumoto steering STRA-1 alongside with 

the help of BM3 Campos on the bow.  

BM2 Weber, OS3 Archer, MK2 Whitehead, and 
BM3 Bonine testing the maneuverability of Stra-3 

BM3 Campos, BM3 Tokumoto, and MK3 Whitehead about to be hoisted to the hip in STRA-1. 
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I am the ombudsman for the Stratton. 
My contact information is uscgcstrat-
ton.ombudsman@yahoo.com you can 
also call me at 801-920-2305. If you 
have a question or would like to be 
added to the list of contacts for informa-
tion please let me know. 
 
Erin Laterza 
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USCGC Stratton’s 
Ombudsman 

1. MK1 Laterza became a Fuel Oil Water King for aviation systems and STRATTON. 
2. OS3 Archer qualified as a Rescue Swimmer 
3. OS3 Archer, OS3 Booth, OS3 Beneteau, and OS3 Spencer qualified as CIC Watchstander  
4. LTJG Daly and ENS Stenkamp qualified as an Underway OOD. 
5. SKC DeJong,  OSC Ashook, CWO Stone, FSCS Wilson, LT Couture & ITC Goff quali-

fied as an Inport OOD. 
6. MK3 Renfroe, MK3 Fugelsang, ENS Warren qualified as Machinery Watchstander. 
7. YN3 King, YN3 Pagozalski, SN Jordan-Bertucci, SNSK Collins, SN Walker,  SN Engel-

man, SN Atha,  and FN Buczakowski qualified as Helm and Lookout. 
8. OS2 Booth, OS2 Beneteau, & OS2 Spencer qualified as CIC Watch standers 
9. DC1 Thompson and LTJG Balke qualified  as On Scene Leader for Helo Ops 
10. ENS Petty qualified  as Landing Signal Officer 
11. BM3 Arizmendez  and BM1 Patterson became BMOW qualified. 
12. MK3 Fugelsang, GM3 Decamp, FN Underwood, DC3 Kahoaka, and LTJG Balke  quali-

fied as Flight Deck Hose man 
13. SNSK Collins, SN Engelman, and FN Buczakowski & BM2 Rousseau  on qualifying as 

Helicopter Tie down  crewman 
14. LTJG Stenkamp qualified as Helicopter Control Officer 
15. DC3 Kahoaka on becoming Flight Deck Rescue man 
16. FS3 Lopez qualified as Jack of the Dust 
17. BM3 Tokumoto, BM3 Bonine, CWO Mitchell, BM1 Kelly, BM1 Patterson, BM2 Rous-

seau, BM2 Webber, and BM2 Fichtner qualified as Coxswains on the Coast Guard Newest 
Small Boat platform the Mark-IV. 

Congratulations to our newly Qualified Personnel 

BM2 Webber following a H-65 during a 
drill. 

MK3 Sanchez playing the bad guy 
for Surface Use of Force work ups. 

We closed the fiscal year out by honoring STRATTON's Sailor of 
the year. FS1 Derek Johnson was selected and will be nominated as 
a candidate for PACAREA's SOY. The other crew members that 
were nominated for Stratton's SOY consisted of our previous se-
lected Sailor of the Quarters: 
MK3 Marquez Taylor  1st QTR 
OS2 Ryan Tolentino  2nd QTR 
BM2 Justin Duggan   3rd QTR 
FS1 Derek Johnson   4th QTR 
 
Congratulations to FS1 Johnson and our nominees for a job well 
done. 
 
In other news, for those family members who may be interested in 
improving their computer Skills, the CG contracted Skillsoft e-
learning company offers our active duty, reserve, civilian and fami-
lies a whole host of courses (over 3000) in business, desktop, IT, 
legal, and environmental, safety & health skills leading to certifica-
tions.  All free. Please ask your Stratton crewmember for assistance. 

Command Senior Chief 
DCCS Stephens 
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A Recipe from our FS Staff 

Our Galley serves  a variety of 
meals that keep everyone satis-
fied and looking forward to the 
next meal. We have had the 
benefit of eating sushi, delicious 
cookies, and perfect lobster.  Pic-
tured above are FS3 Lopez and 
FS2 Odinikaeze. 

To our Temporarily Assigned Personnel 

A special thanks goes out to the TAD personnel who have seam-
lessly  joined our crew and have allowed Stratton to complete 
our mission. They have become qualified in their stations and are  
performing beyond the expectations set forth by our Command-
ing Officer. A special thanks to FN Buczakowski, SN Engelman, 
FN Durazo, EM3 Frazier, FS2 Odinikaeze, YN3 Pagozalski, FS3 
Gross, HSC Rockwell, HS3 Himmelrick, LT Schwartz, LT Ca-
ble, AMT2 Mazza,  AMT2 Saxon,  AMT2 Smith, AET3 
Devault , and the Intel team for joining us on our patrol. 
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