[image: image1.jpg]
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UNIT INFORMATION



Updated: July 16, 2009,   District 14
GREETINGS FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER 
Welcome aboard, potential shipmates!  CGC RUSH is one of 2 High Endurance Cutters home ported in Honolulu, Hawaii and we are proud of our reputation as "The Best in The Fleet!"  Safe and effective accomplishment of our missions requires preparation, organization, and teamwork, so the things you are learning at TRACEN Cape May will serve you well here.   A High Endurance Cutter like RUSH is an excellent platform for a new Coast Guard member who wants to see how each of our diverse enlisted ratings contributes to operational excellence.   In addition, every member of the crew gets to visit places they might never otherwise see and has numerous opportunities for personal and professional growth. Your onboard mentors, the First Class and Chief Petty Officers, will help you create your own Individual Development Plan to map out your goals and help you achieve them while we work together to achieve nationally and internationally important missions.  I look forward to your arrival and becoming a valued member of Team RUSH! 

Semper Paratus,

CAPT Robert J. Tarantino
Commanding Officer

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723) 

USCGC RUSH HISTORY

CGC RUSH is the ninth of the Coast Guard’s fleet of 378 foot High Endurance Cutters.  She engages in many CG missions, including Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Maritime Security, National Defense, and Homeland Security. CGC RUSH is named after Richard Rush, the Secretary of the Treasury under President John Quincy Adams. She was built in 1968 in the Avondale Shipyards in New Orleans, LA.   
RUSH’s successful missions have earned her fame and respect in the Coast Guard Community. In the early 1970s, RUSH saw action in Vietnam and was part of a US Naval task force that captured a North Vietnamese trawler that was supplying weapons to the enemy.  In 2001, while conducting Operations off the coast of Mexico, RUSH confiscated more then 4.6 tons of cocaine worth an estimated $150 million dollars.  In 2006, RUSH participated in the North Pacific Coast Guard Forum.  During this patrol, RUSH made a historic port call to mainland China, the first for any large Coast Guard Cutter since World War II.  Also in 2006, RUSH earned a Coast Guard Unit Commendation for the quick response to the disaster involving M/V COUGAR ACE.  The COUGAR ACE began to take on water and listed more than 60 degrees to her port, 250NM off the coast of Adak, Alaska.    
USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723)

COMMAND PHILOSOPHY
Above all else, we must SAFELY and EFFECTIVELY complete our MISSION.  Adhere to the following principles as we provide a valued service to our nation.

RUSH IS OUR SHIP.  Make it everything we want it to be; and everything it must be – a ship exceeding the highest standards of professionalism.  Take pride in RUSH and everything you do.  Keep her running, clean, preserved, prepared and a place of Honor, Respect, and Devotion to Duty.

KNOW AND CONTRIBUTE TO OUR MISSION.  Each and every one of us has a unique and essential role to play, none more important than the other.  Know your role and how it contributes to our mission.  Through qualification, advancement and involvement expand your role and help others do the same.

TEAMWORK.  Our cooperative and coordinated effort focused on common objectives is a must for our success as individuals and a unit.  As a Team Member, know your role on the team, support team members and know that team success is your success and our success.
PROFESSIONALISM.  We must be professional in all that we do, the American public deserves it and our mission demands it.  Learn and do your job the right way, the best way, become an expert that others seek out.  You represent the nation, the Coast Guard, and RUSH – your actions and behavior must be beyond reproach and something you, your shipmates, your family, our nation and I can be proud of.

OPPORTUNITY.  Afloat tours are challenging but also offer the greatest opportunities and rewards.  Build professional and personal relationships with your shipmates, many will last for a lifetime.  Help others, be a good shipmate, a mentor, a friend.  Take every opportunity to experience shipboard life and to improve your self personally and professionally.  Take full advantage of port calls, swim calls, fish calls and every other event inport and underway, spend time with and enjoy activities with your shipmates.

Our job is demanding, dangerous and important; it requires the dedication and professionalism of everyone aboard.  Always remember what is important – SAFELY and EFFECTIVELY completing our MISSION, taking care of ourselves, taking care of our families, taking care of our shipmates, and having FUN.  I will do everything within my ability, authority and responsibility to make your tour aboard RUSH enjoyable and successful.  Do the same for yourself, your family and your shipmates.

R. J. TARANTINO

Commanding Officer

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723)

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS 

CGC RUSH has port calls in the Equatorial Pacific at Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama and in the 
Northern Pacific at Dutch Harbor & Kodiak, AK.  
RELOCATION INFORMATION

WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGES 
Welcome aboard packages are available from your sponsor.
RUSH MAILING ADDRESS 
Your Name

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723) 
FPO AP 96677-9321
Honolulu, HI  



RUSH E-MAIL ADDRESS
[first name].[middle initial]. [last name]@uscg.mil

Ex: Joe M. Brown   John.M.Brown@uscg.mil
RUSH PHONE NUMBERS

COMMERCIAL:  (808) 842-2870
FAX: (808) 842-2871


RUSH WEB SITE
www.uscg.mil/pacarea/cgcrush/
OMBUDSMAN 
The Ombudsman is the ship’s official liaison between your family and the command.  She/he is usually a spouse who has considerable knowledge of Coast Guard routine and possesses maturity and common sense.  She/he is most valuable and useful when the ship is away from port.  Problems encountered by our families (i.e. spouses, children, parents) should go to the Ombudsman who can offer advice, support, and guidance, and who knows the most expeditious means of contacting you while RUSH is deployed. The Ombudsman is a great resource for questions about local family life, support, and many other issues.
UNIT OMBUDSMAN
Laura Parrish
uscgc.rush.ombudsman@gmail.com
808-354-3789


HAWAII AREA AVERAGE TEMPERATURE
SUMMER:  80-90F
WINTER: 70-80F
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE
CG BSU Honolulu (Sand Island) – CGC RUSH’s Home Port

Hickam AFB (5 mi)
NS Pearl Harbor (5 mi)

Tripler Army Medical Center (5 mi)

Marine Corps Air Station – Kaneohe (16 mi)

Schofield Barracks Army Installation (20 mi)

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY 

CG Exchange – CG Sand Island
Large Military Exchange & Commissary – NS Pearl Harbor (off base location)
Hickam Exchange – Hickam AFB (on base)

NAME OF NEAREST CITY
Honolulu is the major city located nearest the base.  It is commercialized and has all the well known stores and shops you would expect in a large city.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA
All denominations are available.
BANKING
Hawaii has numerous banking institutions available, as well as, a large number of credit unions.  Popular banks include USAA, Navy Federal Credit Union, First Hawaiian Bank and Bank of Hawaii.  
SCHOOLS 
Red Hill Elementary

Moanalua Middle School

Moanalua High School

**All three schools are located near housing areas.  There are many other school choices available.

**The Island of Oahu offers a variety of K-12 schools.  Please visit this website to research schools in the area; http://doe.k12.hi.us/.  
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA
The University of Hawaii, Hawaii Pacific University and Chaminade University.  There are also other educational institutions on the island and information about these institutions can be obtained from CGC RUSH’s ESO.
BAH RATES

Current BAH Rates can be found at HTTPS://SECUREAPP2.HQDA.PENTAGON.MIL/PERDIEM/BAH.HTML
HOUSING INFORMATION
IS MESSING AVAILABLE

Yes, we have a galley on board the cutter, as well as, a galley at BSU Honolulu.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE  
Yes, but non-rates will typically live on board (unless married) until DCPQS and security qualified and then you will be eligible for a barracks room at BSU Honolulu.

AUTO INSURANCE 
Rates for a typical 18-20 year old male;  $1200-$2000/year. 

Rates for a typical single female: $900-$1500/year

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

No
WHERE IS A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY TO LIVE?  
On the cutter until qualified and then you may move into a barracks at BSU Honolulu.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE?  
Yes, however, an application is not required for members without dependents.  
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA? 
Yes, Oahu has a number of large, full service malls: Ala Moana, Pearl Ridge, Windward Mall, and a large number of other shopping areas.  Additionally, there are a number of large change outlet type stores including: Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club, COSTCO, K-Mart, and almost every large retail outlet.
COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $1700-$2400
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE 
GOV’T owned family housing on the island of Oahu was privatized effective 01OCT2004.  Members who elect to reside within privatized housing will be responsible for paying rent by allotment to the private contractor, which is equal to authorized BAH w/dependents rate.  Upon initial assignment to privatized housing, members will be expected to pay a prorated amount of rent to cover the remainder of the month in which they move in.   For further info and answers to frequently asked question regarding housing privatization, access the Army Hawaii Family housing website at www.armyhawaiifamilyhousing.com or the Navy housing website at http://www.fcnavyhawaii.com/. 
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING   
The average wait for housing varies considerably. In the spring there is typically little to no wait but in the peak of the summer transfer season wait lists may grow to three or more months.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE #  
(808) 842-2037/2071/2072



(808) 842-2074 FAX
MEDICAL AND DENTAL CARE

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY  
$100-200 MONTH.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE 
Standard/Prime/Extra
IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE 
Yes, United Concordia TRICARE Dental Program provides dependent dental.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE? 
Oahu has one of the largest military hospitals in the nation – Tripler Army Medical Center, along with numerous other clinics at various bases.  Most families participate in TRICARE Prime, with Naval Clinic Makalapa designated as the primary care provider.
REPORTING TO CGC RUSH
CONTACTING YOUR SPONSOR 

CGC RUSH makes every effort to contact incoming personnel.  However, our hardest group to reach is the non-rates reporting from Cape May.  It is important for the member to know we are trying to contact them and they are always more then welcome to contact us!  When contacting your sponsor, be sure to give him/her your leave e-mail address, telephone or cell phone numbers.  If you are unable to contact your sponsor, call the ship at 808-842-2870 or email YNC Kahoonei (Sheldon.D.Kahoonei@uscg.mil).  Remember that Hawaii is 6 hours (5 hours during the Fall) behind the east coast!  

BY THE TIME YOU ARRIVE YOU WOULD HAVE ALREADY COMMUNICATED WITH YOUR SPONSOR SO YOUR SPONSOR KNOWS WHICH FLIGHT YOU ARE TO COMING IN ON AND AT WHAT TIME.  YOUR SPONSOR WILL MEET YOU AT THE EXIT DOOR OF YOUR APPLICABLE AIRLINES BAGGAGE CLAIM.  IF BY ANY CHANCE YOUR SPONSOR IS DELAYED IN MEETING YOU, PROCEED TO THE USO AT HONOLULU INTERNATIONAL AND WE WILL PICK YOU UP THERE.  IF RUSH IS UNDERWAY WHEN YOU LAND AT THE AIRPORT EITHER A REPRESENTATIVE FROM INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND HONOLULU OR OUR OMBUDSMAN WILL MEET YOU AT THE SAME LOCATIONS TO GET YOU WHERE YOU NEED TO GO.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS  
Check-in with the Quarter Deck and then with the Officer-of-the-Day.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT 
Report to the Bse Support Unit(BSU) Honolulu Admin Building.  Phone number is (808) 842-2053.  If after hours, contact the OOD for BSU Honolulu at (808) 842-2970.  He/She will help you get settled in.  
PRIOR TO ARRIVAL
MEMBERS WHO DO NOT YET HAVE AN OFFICIAL RED PASSPORT SHOULD BRING A CERTIFIED COPY OF THEIR BIRTH CERTIFICATE OR A CURRENT BLUE TOURIST PASSPORT.  THE COST OF RENEWING A TOURIST PASSPORT MAY BE CHARGED TO YOUR TRAVEL CLAIM.  
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW
Oahu, Hawaii is a full service city with all the creature comforts typically available in any large city.  The weather is perfect all year round!  For a list of things available on the island, please refer to the welcome aboard package.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT  
A typical job for a SA/SN hull preservation and maintaining the cleanliness of the ship, as well as standing watch as helmsman, look-out, or in port, engineering security watch. You will work with lines, riggers, and small boat equipment.  In addition, you could be part of a small boat crew, boarding team, security force or a fire watch. In addition all non-rated personnel will, on occasion, be assigned to work with the ships Food Service Specialists, typically for 15 days at a time.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT  
As a FA/FN, you will typically work below decks in the engine room as part of the engineering watch.  You will learn to operate and repair pumps, motor and various electrical and propulsion systems.  You will also learn to record gauge and instrument readings.  You will also maintain, monitor and clean engineering machinery compartments.  In addition all non-rated personnel will, on occasion be assigned to work for the ships Food Service Specialists, typically for a 15 day period.
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY
Operational Dress Uniform with ball cap
WATCH AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN and FA/FN
The inport duty section is a 12-man duty section and will generally stand two, four hour watches during your duty day.  As a qualified inport watch stander, you will stand a security watch; standing a 1-in-3 during the qualification process.  Once qualified the number of duty days you will stand will vary depending on how many qualified personnel there are.  Underway personnel will stand helm and lookout watch, or security watch usually in a 1-in-3 break-in rotation and a 1-in-4 or 1-in-6 qualified rotation.    
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE
Each crew member has a rack that is 6’3” long, 6” deep, and 2’2” wide.  Each member also has a locker that is 5’7” tall, 1’1” wide, and 1’7” wide.

LAUNDRY
The ship has six washers, and eight dryers.  Instructions on how to use the machines can be found on the unit itself. There is also a schedule of when you are allowed to use laundry. It is divided among the crew, chiefs, and officers.  Please do your laundry during the designated times. Also, feel free to bring your own detergent and dryer sheets.  Laundry is open to all hands while in port.
SLEEPING BAGS
Sleeping bags are not authorized for use
PERSONAL ELECTRONICS
Personal electronics, such as TV, VCR, Video Game Console’s, DVD, Stereos, and laptops are allowed on board.  Be sure to check with the EM’s to ensure that your electronic devices are compatible with receptacles onboard RUSH.   

PERSONAL WEAPONS
Do not report with personal weapons i.e. gun, machete, bow, OC pepper spray, martial arts weapons, etc.  Personal weapons are not allowed to be brought on board BSU Honolulu or RUSH without prior approval.  Therefore they should be left somewhere safe while you travel.  Once on board you will be briefed on RUSH's personal weapons policy. 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? 

If you elect to bring your dependents, it is strongly recommended you obtain a government Travel Card, for TLA.  Depending on RUSH’s schedule when you are reporting, it may be advisable to leave your dependents on the mainland until RUSH returns from deployment then have them travel to Hawaii.  It is much easier for dependents to get settled in if you can be with them to assist. 

AREA RECREATION
There are a lot of things to see and do on the island of Oahu and the surrounding islands.  You should take your time and enjoy them all!  Oahu is filled with history, most recognizable are the USS Arizona Memorial, USS Missouri and the Diamond Head Crater.  The beaches are incredible!  Surfing the North Shore is amazing!  Outdoor activities are endless: surfing, scuba diving, fishing, horseback riding, mountain climbing, hand-gliding and sky diving.  Be sure to check with the Coast Guard Morale Welfare and Recreation office (located on Sand Island) for local and adjoining island activities.  Don’t be afraid to ask about the many discounts available to active duty members and their families, such as sight seeing tours, luau’s, water parks and much, much more!  So, put on your board shorts, t-shirt, sandals and get ready to hang ten.  You won’t regret it! 
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