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SUBJ: SECRETARY ' S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
1 . I AM VERY PLEASED AND PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT ON 3 NOVEMBER
1994, SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION FEDERICO PENA AWARDED THE
SECRETARY ' S HIGHEST AWARD , THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GOLD
MEDAL FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT, TO THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD .
2 . THE CITATION FOR THE AWARD READS : "FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO
THE NATION FROM 1 OCTOBER 1993 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1994 . DURING THIS
PERIOD, THE COAST GUARD TRULY LIVED UP TO ITS MOTTO 'SEMPER
PARATUS' . . . ALWAYS READY . THE COAST GUARD SAVED THE LIVES OF
THOUSANDS OF MARINERS IN PERIL ON THE HIGH SEAS INCLUDING THE
RESCUE OF 56,000 HAITIAN AND CUBAN BOAT PEOPLE DURING THE
TUMULTUOUS SUMMER OF 1994 . DURING THE SIMULTANEOUS OPERATIONS OF
ABLE MANNER , ABLE VIGIL, AND SUPPORT DEMOCRACY, THE
RESPONSIVENESS OF THE COAST GUARD PROVIDED THE OPPORTUNITY FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION TO IMPLEMENT AN EFFECTIVE NATIONAL SECURITY
POLICY . THE COAST GUARD TOOK BOLD AND EFFECTIVE ACTION TO COPE
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS , SUCH AS THE DEVASTATING FLOODS,
FIRES , AND POLLUTION IN HOUSTON , TEXAS , AND THE GROUNDING OF THE
MORRIS J . BERMAN , WHICH THREATENED MASSIVE OIL POLLUTION TO THE
BEACHES OF PUERTO RICO . DURING THE MOST SEVERE WINTER IN
DECADES, THE COAST GUARD FACILITATED THE UNINTERRUPTED FLOW OF
COMMERCE THROUGH UNPRECEDENTED ICE CONDITIONS IN THE GREAT LAKES
AND NORTHEAST . THE COAST GUARD FURTHER DISTINGUISHED ITSELF WHEN
THE COAST GUARD CUTTER POLAR SEA BECAME THE FIRST U . S . SURFACE
VESSEL TO REACH THE NORTH POLE , WHILE COLLECTING INVALUABLE
SCIENTIFIC DATA . THROUGHOUT ONE OF THE MOST DEMANDING YEARS IN
THE HISTORY OF THE COAST GUARD, THIS UNIQUE AND VITAL
ORGANIZATION MAINTAINED AN EXTRAORDINARY MEASURE OF
RESPONSIVENESS , PROFESSIONALISM AND SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN
PUBLIC . THE OUTSTANDING DEVOTION TO DUTY DISPLAYED BY COAST
GUARD MEN AND WOMEN IS HEARTILY COMMENDED AND IS IN KEEPING WITH
THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE U . S . COAST GUARD AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ."
3 . AS A RESULT OF THIS EXCEPTIONAL RECOGNITION, I AM AUTHORIZING
COAST GUARD REGULAR , RESERVE , AND AUXILIARY PERSONNEL TO WEAR THE
RIBBON BAR WHICH ACCOMPANIES THE DOT GOLD MEDAL . CIVILIAN
EMPLOYEES ( INCLUDING NAFA ) WILL RECEIVE A COMPARABLE PIN .
4 . THE RIBBON BAR WILL RANK IMMEDIATELY AHEAD OF THE COAST
GUARD UNIT COMMENDATION IN PRECEDENCE AND WILL BE WORN WITH A
GOLD FRAME . THERE IS NO POINT VALUE ASSOCIATED WITH THE AWARD



FOE' ENLISTED ADVANCEMENTS .
;5 . FORMAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AS WELL AS SUPPLY
AVAILABILITY AND ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE PROVIDED IN A
SUBSEQUENT MESSAGE .
6 . I EXTEND MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COAST GUARD FAMILY ON RECEIVING THIS MOST PRESTIGIOUS SECRETARIAL
AWARD .
ADMIRAL R . E . KRAMEK SENDS
BT
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Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement

J am very pleased and proud to announce
that on 3 November 1994, Secretary of
Transportation Federico Pena awarded the
Secretary's highest award, the Department
of Transportation Gold Medal for
Outstanding Achievement, to the men and

women of the United States Coast Guard .
The citation for the award reads : "For exem-

plary service to the nation from 1 October 1993 to
30 September 1994 .
During this period,
the Coast Guard truly
lived up to its motto
`Semper
Paratus'. . .Always
Ready. The Coast
Guard saved the lives
of thousands of mariners in peril on the high seas
including the rescue of 56,000 Haitian and Cuban
Boat people during the tumultuous summer of
1994 . During the simultaneous operations of Able
Manner, Able Vigil, and Support Democracy, the
responsiveness of the Coast Guard provided the
opportunity for the administration to implement
an effective national security policy. The Coast
Guard took bold and effective action to cope with
environmental disasters, such as the devastating
floods, fires, and pollution in Houston, Texas, and
the grounding of the Morris J. Berman, which
threatened massive oil pollution to the beaches of
Puerto Rico. During the most severe winter in
decades, the Coast Guard facilitated the uninter-
rupted flow of commerce through unprecedented ice
conditions in the Great Lakes and Northeast. The
Coast Guard further distinguished itself when the

Coast Guard Cutter Polar Sea became the first
U.S. Surface Vessel to reach the North Pole, while
collecting invaluable scientific data . Throughout
one of the most demanding years in the history of
the Coast Guard, this unique and vital organiza-
tion maintained an extraordinary measure of
responsiveness, professionalism and service to the
American public. The outstanding devotion to duty
displayed by Coast Guard men and women is

heartily commended
and is in keeping with
the highest traditions
o f the U.S. Coast
Guard and the
Department of
Transportation."

As a result of this
exceptional recognition, I am authorizing Coast
Guard regular, Reserve and Auxiliary personnel to
wear the Ribbon Bar which accompanies the DOT
Gold Medal. Civilian employees (including NAFA)
will receive a comparable pin .

The ribbon bar will rank immediately ahead of
the Coast Guard Unit Commendation in prece-
dence and will be worn with a gold frame . There is
no point value associated with the award for
enlisted advancements .

Formal eligibility requirements as well a ;; -
ply availability and ordering instructions will be
provided in a subsequent message.['l

I extend my personal congratulations to all
members of our Coast Guard family on receiving
this most prestigious secretarial award .

- ADM R. E. Kramek, ALCOAST 101/94
' Watch for future updates on the USCGR Bulletin Board.

U.S. Department of Transportation

Commandant (G-RS-1)
United States Coast Guard
2100 Second St. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20593-0001


	Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement 278.pdf
	Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement 277.pdf
	Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement 312.pdf



