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Family and Friends of STRATTON,

Please allow me a few minutes to update you on the great work your loved ones have been
achieving, and to give you a brief look into what is ahead for STRATTON and our crew. This is
the first periodic note I intend to send home in order to help keep you up to speed on the many
wonderful things the cutter and crew have been accomplishing.

First and foremost - thank you so much for your continued support of the crew. Your efforts
taking care of the many, and frequently complex issues at home during our absence is so critical
though often not fully appreciated. Everything you do allows the crew to better focus on the
tasks at hand aboard the cutter. Not only do we perform our missions better, but most
importantly, we are able to do them safer when we know you have things well in hand.

Several of our engineers, yeomen and storekeepers worked the very early phases of construction
and beginning of the stand up of the crew as early as a year and a half ago. They began to
receive some relief as additional crew began reporting aboard in April of this year and
culminated with our final shipmates reporting to Pascagoula in August. We did the best we
could to imagine ourselves as a cutter’s crew even as we came in each day to work in temporary
trailers. On September 2nd, we proudly accepted our cutter on behalf of the American people,
just as Tropical Storm Lee came ashore from the Gulf of Mexico. After weeks of high humidity
and even higher heat, the rain provided us with a change of scenery. While it certainly made the
effort of moving all our belongings onboard the cutter more challenging, it did nothing to
dampen the spirits of the crew. The day a ship’s crew actually moves aboard a new cutter is one
of my favorite experiences. Similar to moving into a new house, bring our personal possessions
aboard turns the ship into a cutter, and the cutter into our home away from home. The
enthusiasm and excitement of the crew was obvious and seen through the many smiles and the

willingness to quickly offer a shipmate a hand getting their belongings across the brow or down a
ladder.

Working straight through the Labor Day weekend, the crew came together to stand up
STRATTON?’s first watch section and to begin making all the preparations necessary for our first
opportunity to get underway, just a short few weeks later. We outfitted the cutter with
everything from basic cleaning supplies to mooring lines and engineering tools. Around this
monumental undertaking, we studied and trained in order to be ready to stand our first underway
watches. On October 7th, STRATTON stood into the Gulf of Mexico for the first time with a
Coast Guard crew, encouraged on by a light wind and bright sunny skies.

As I reflect on all we have accomplished, it is hard to believe it’s only been a month since that
day. Each week has brought a new milestone achieved with pride and excellence. The crew has
earned full helicopter certification, conducting the dozens of day and night evolutions necessary
to gain qualification and proficiency. Subsequently sailing for Charleston, we honed our damage
control, engineering, electronic systems repair and navigation and seamanship skills to help
further our understanding of the cuter and its systems as well as to best prepare us for the
approaching transit home. As is becoming the norm, our crew’s enthusiasm and progress from
start to finish was outstanding.



From Charleston we sailed for Baltimore, providing additional underway experience with the
opportunity to improve our navigational skills while transiting some of the busiest waters in the
United States. The four days we had in Baltimore provided the Coast Guard an important
opportunity to showcase its newest cutter and crew. With the current state of the Federal budget,
the Coast Guard as well as the rest of the Department of Homeland Security is under significant
pressure to ensure they are spending the taxpayer’s dollars in the most efficient manner possible.
As everyone reading this letter is likely aware, the Coast Guard’s cutter fleet is rather old, not as
efficient or capable as they once were and ever more expensive to maintain. Our visit to
Baltimore allowed senior DHS, Department of Defense, Congressional staff and leadership, as
well as influential members of the Office of Management and Budget and the White House to
see firsthand what the capabilities of the Coast Guard’s newest acquisition are. By providing
personalized exposure to our newest National Security Cutter, those responsible for developing
the budget and subsequently, appropriating our operating and acquisition funding will be able to
make the most informed decisions when they consider the value these terrific new assets provide
for our national security, safety and environmental stewardship. By all accounts, your crew’s
efforts proved to be a resounding success. Everyone from the new Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to Secretary Napolitano had glowing remarks, both for the cutter and, most pleasing to
me, the crewmembers themselves.

Most recently we have been off the coast of North Carolina conducting training again. Our
teams practiced plugging holes, providing first aid, averting engineering casualties and
responding to a shipmate overboard. The weather was perfect: sunny with a moderate sea. We
concluded scheduled training on time. Considering the conditions excellent, but knowing it was
the end of a full day, I asked the crew if they wanted to take advantage of the conditions to do
additional small boat training. The answer came back as I expected: Of course! For the next
hour, I watched with my now-usual pride as our boatswain’s mates and engineers exercised our
boats, practicing their craft with intensity. It was a great day at sea doing our mission.

I’ve attached a newsletter produced by ENS Chuck Wilson that I think you might enjoy. My
sincerest thanks and admiration for your continued support of your STRATTON shipmates in
service to our country. Best wishes and thank you for YOUR service.

-~ Captain, United States Coast Guard
Commanding Officer



