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In looking back, it seems hard to believe that the patrol has come to a close.  Since leaving 
Honolulu in October, RUSH has proved that she truly is kia’i kai no ka oi (best in the fleet). 
Most notably, RUSH and her sailors have conducted 38 law enforcement boardings,  ac-
complished a countless number of helicopter evolutions, and successfully completed the 
rescue of a family lost at sea. 
Similar to other issues of RUSH Hour, we’ll look back on noteworthy events in the month.  
But in this issue, we’ll also examine the oft-overlooked RUSH sailor: the newly reported 
Fireman (FN) turning wrenches in the engine room, the Electronics Technician (ET) run-
ning cables, the Machinery Technician (MK) taking readings on vital mechanical equip-
ment, and so on.  
So, for the last time, I invite you to turn the page and read about RUSH’s last month at sea! 
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Another Chance in Apia  
RUSH Hour Volume 6, Issue 3 Page 2 

On Saturday, November 16, RUSH returned to the beautiful island of Upolu, Western Samoa to enjoy her last port call of 
the patrol.   
Devoid of any ship’s functions, this port call was devoted to rest and relaxation.  On the evening of RUSH’s first day in-
port, the ship’s newly promoted Lieutenant Junior Grades (LTJGs) hosted a party to celebrate their achievement 
(commonly referred to as “wetting down”) for the crew at a local bar.  Much to the delight of many crewmembers, food 
and drinks were covered entirely by these young officers.  
For the rest of RUSH’s three-day stay in Apia, crewmembers immersed themselves in the island’s rich and varied cul-
ture, visiting storied attractions, sampling the local cuisine, and relaxing in one of the island’s many resort hotels.  

The Showdown: RUSH v. American Samoa’s “All Stars” 

Members of Team RUSH warily eye the 
opposition  

While other RUSH crewmembers were collegially receiv-
ing fuel and supplies at the Coast Guard pier in Pago 
Pago, American Samoa, fifteen RUSH sailors walked 
onto the diamond to challenge American Samoa’s “All-
Star” team to a friendly game of softball.  
RUSH’s roster reflected a variety of playing experiences; 
but, if there was anything that was uniform about the 
team, it was their enthusiasm for the game, consum-
mate sportsmanship, and friendly camaraderie. 
Samoa’s driving rains forced the umpire to end the 
game at the bottom of the 5th Inning, with a final score 
of around 27-12, American Samoa.  It was a tough loss, 
but RUSH still represented well; Bravo Zulu to the team 
for their sportsmanship!  

RUSH’s Roster:  YNC Sheldon Kahoonei 
OSC Dustin Costa OS2 Kevin Morris 
DCC Nathan Wissman SK2 Niko Langas 
OS1 Andrew Lincoln EM3 Jonathan Fairbank 
AMT1 Angie Kirkhart ET3 Justin Koth 
SK1 Charlene Garcia FS3 Jason Wagner 
DC2 Bobby Schweikert FS3 Ronicesha Wearren 
EM2 Micah Curimao SN Matthew Dewitt 

SK2 Niko Langas 
pitches the ball 

FS3 Jason 
Wagner takes a 

few warm up 
swings before 
stepping up to 

bat 

The suckers—er, generous officers—who bank-
rolled the “Wetting Down” event 

EM3 Jonathan Fairbank takes a 
turn sliding down Papaseea, 

Upolu’s renowned “sliding rock” 

After spending most of her money at the 
“Wetting Down,” LTJG Meagan Snyder 
tries out some less expensive activities 
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What ARE Helicopter Operations? 
RUSH has enjoyed a highly successful patrol; this is thanks in 
no small part to the speed and proficiency in which RUSH sail-
ors and the Aviation Detachment (AVDET) land, launch, and 
maintain the ship’s embarked HH-65 Dolphin helicopter, often 
referred to by its call sign of “6528.”  
The process of landing, launching, fueling, and re-supplying 
6528 is often an all-hands evolution.  Every crewmember, from 
the Sound Powered Phone talkers who act as communication 
hubs for vital shipboard locations to the Helicopter Control Offi-
cer (HCO) who oversees the entire event, plays an integral role 
in this evolution.   

ET3 Charlies 
Whitmore, a 

member of the 
Tie-Down 
team, re-

moves secon-
dary tie-downs 
from the heli-

copter 
SK1 Charlene Garcia and ENS Ted Warren, 
both On Scene Leaders, dispatch crewmem-

bers to respond to a simulated casualty  

AMT3 Jared 
Blitz, a 

trained flight 
mechanic, 
prepares to 
disconnect 
the helicop-
ter’s external 
power source 

The Landing Signal Officers (LSOs, in yellow jerseys) and Tie-Down Team 
members ensure that the flight deck is clear of Foreign Object Debris (FOD) 

ENS Steve 
Arguelles, 
the HCO, 

grants 6528 
clearance to 

land 

RUSH’s Aids to Navigation Team 
RUSH prides herself on being a 
multi-mission platform, switching 
seamlessly between myriad mission 
sets. 
Now we can add one more Coast 
Guard mission to RUSH’s repertoire: 
Aids to Navigation (AToN).  
On December 3, RUSH assembled 
an ad hoc team that climbed a 
muddy trail and cleared brush, en-
suring the American Samoa aid re-
mained visible to mariners.  Bravo 
Zulu to these RUSH sailors for their 
hard work! 

Members of the AtoN Team pose with their weapons of choice:  SN 
Nick Galan, SN Ben Parks, BMC Donald Smith, Mr. Pieter Wil 
De Camp, BM3 Travis Aborn, and SN Denzal Poole (Not pictured: 
OS2 Geoffrey Potter, the man behind the lens) 

BMC Donald Smith 
examines the compo-

nents of an aid to 
navigation 



A Day with the Engineers 
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Kermit the Frog once lamented to a national 
audience, “it’s not easy being green.”   
I’m sure that members of RUSH’s engineer-
ing department can identify with our froggy 
friend.  Day in and day out, these fine ship-
mates provide RUSH with the power—
literally—to carry out her mission.   
Due to the highly specific and technical na-
ture of their job, their efforts may go unno-
ticed.  But, that doesn’t mean that we don’t 
appreciate their work in keeping RUSH 
Semper Paratus.  Bravo Zulu and thanks to 
all engineers for their tireless efforts! A rare sight to behold: a quiet watch in Main Control 

Just another 
day between 

the ship’s 
generators 

Members of the EM Shop take a break to smile for the camera 
(from left to right):  EM3 John Miyajima, EM3 Tim Burman, 
EM2 Micah Curimao, EM1 Jayefren Gante, and EM3 Jona-

than Fairbank 
MK1 David O’Mary pre-
pares to don his Emer-

gency Escape Breathing 
Device for an engineering 

casualty drill 

MK3 Joseph Castellini con-
ducts a series of tests on water 
extracted from RUSH’s boilers 

MK1 Matt Stewart prepares to 
adjust RUSH’s emergency throt-

tles 

Turnin’ wrenches:  MK2 Ivan 
Hess makes some quick repairs 
to pipes in the Oily Water Sepa-

rator (OWS) 

DCC Nathan Wissman, the Engineer of the Watch 
(EOW), makes a frantic call to his watchstanders 

FN Dylan Limon makes 
notations to the logsheet 



Damage Control Olympics 
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The champions (Team 10):  FS3 Lawrence Schad, OS2 Hakeem Oliver, 
SN Wilbur McKesson, OS3 Mark Zienkiewicz, FS1 Phillip Meece, DC3 
Cody McArthur, SN Tyler Akin, BMC Donald Smith, EM2 Micah Curi-
mao (Captain), and SN Sahela Finley.  

On Friday, December 17, RUSH hosted one of the 
most challenging and fiercest gauntlets known to a 
Coastie: the Damage Control Olympics. 
Organized by members of the Damage Control 
Training Team (DCTT) and the Damage Control 
Assistant, LTJG Geoff Albe, RUSH sailors went 
head to head in vicious competition with each 
other.  The crew was split into 10 twelve to thirteen 
person teams; their skill and acumen was tested at 
five stations, each of which posed a different dam-
age control challenge.  
In the end, Team 10 (pictured right) emerged victo-
rious, with Team 5 (LTJG Tuo, SKC Drews, ET1 
Rodriguez, SK1 Garcia, GM2 Crist, MK2 Hess, 
OS3 Vaughn, GM3 Chamberlain, SN Willis, SN 
Poole, FN Limon, SN Chamberlain, SA Rios) 
placing second, and Team 8 (LTJG Snyder, BMC 
Restle, MK1 O’Mary, ME2 Rodriguez, OS2 Ber-
rios, FS2 Richmond, ET3 Friand, SK3 Bonnin, 
FN Usticke, SN Olsen, SNBM Greenberg, and 
FN Angeles) rounding out the winner’s circle.  
Bravo Zulu to all who participated in this event—
regardless of where your team might have placed, 
we are all Damage Control Olympians!  

FN Dylan Limon and ET1 Manny Rod-
riguez work together to fill a bucket with 
water from a fire extinguisher 

SN Kyle 
Binder 
patches a 
ruptured 
pipe 

RUSH 
sailors 
fight a 
(simulat
ed) fire 
on the 
foc’sle 

ET3 Wesley 
Schwatka and 
MK3 Joseph 
Castellini treat 
CWO2 Ifong 
Lee for a suck-
ing chest 
wound   

Fish Call! 
For most peo-
ple, Sunday is 
a day of rest; 
but, for some 
RUSH sailors, 
Sunday means 
one thing: 
FISHING!   
Here are some 
of RUSH’s 
most impres-
sive catches:  



Other Achievements 

The following crewmembers earned 
Good Conduct Awards in the month 

of December 

Good Conduct Awards 

Advancements  
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Congratulations to… 
DC3 Cody McArthur, SN Tyler Akin, FN Dylan Limon, and SN Denzal Poole for earning their 1 Year Sea Service 
Ribbons, and 
GM3 Eric Chamberlain, SN Tyler Akin, SN Nick Galan, SN Mitchell Hamilton, SN Wilbur McKesson, SN Denzal 
Poole, and SN Andrew San Diego for being awarded their Temporary Cutterman’s Pins. 
 

SA Bryan Rios 

DC2 Bobby Schweikert ME1 Pedro Lucena 

FS3 Justine Langley GM3 Casey Saucy 

OS3 Will Cumbie 
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Favorite Patrol Moments 
There’s a famous saying that goes, “How long a minute is depends on which side of the bathroom door you’re on.” 
Since leaving Honolulu on October 12, RUSH has spent 103,680 minutes at sea (the equivalent of 72 days).  Let’s hope 
that most RUSH sailors spent their 103,680 minutes on the “right” side of that bathroom door!  
Collected below are some of our favorite memories from this patrol… It’s times like these that make the minutes go by 
faster!  

BM1 Kain Foglesong:  One of my favorite memories was 
looking out the bridge wing and seeing those jokers (on 
the left) trying to “row back to Hawaii” …Another one of my 
favorite memories was “serving” the JOs (on right) their 
Thanksgiving dinner!  Look at their faces!  

FA Jarrod Miller:  The most awesome thing for me was getting qualified and actually being on patrol, because there 
was a huge chance I wasn’t going to be able to because of my accident.  My doctors and people on the ship were all 
telling me I was going to make it, and I pulled through and was able to come.  

MK2 Walter Melnyczenko:  When in Apia, our loveable MK1 Molatore, gave a short, unorganized, but heart-felt con-
gratulatory speech to the new LTJGs after snatching the mic from the DJ stand in the V-Bar.  Although it wasn’t re-
hearsed, we all enjoyed and laughed as the deciphered “Molatore” code expressed thank you and job well done!  Then 
we were in for an impromptu dance session while he was in his lava lava, which was the icing on the cake.  You rock 
MK1! 

FS1 Phillip Meece:  Steaming through the rain, we saw them, our small boat with 
four new passengers, wet tired and scared we brought them onboard. We checked 
them out, got them dry and clean and fed, two small boys and two adults, onboard 
a strange boat with people that did not speak their language. Being with them for 
the time they were onboard the language barrier was no problem for me. They 
were grateful and happy to be alive. Every time I checked in on them they made 
me stay and visit. The crew rallied around them and made them feel at home. The 
boys were taught the traditional RUSH “fist bump” and got to visit the bridge and  

the CO's cabin. I even got the little one to smile once or twice. They became part of the Rush family and will forever be 
part of the best day I ever had in the Coast Guard. I was sad to see them go, for I had grown very fond of them but the 
joyous reception they received when we returned them home made my heart feel better. Before we found them I was 
tired and grumpy from standing extra watches and too little sleep. When they left I was still short on sleep but my heart 
was full and I found myself full of energy, recharged by doing what we do, helping those that need it in times of distress. 

Where Are They Now? 

SN Whitney Brooks + Airman Program = AN Brooks, AIRSTA Barber’s Point, HI  

SN Mychaylo Cole + Gunner’s Mate ‘A’ School = GM3 Cole, MFPU Bangor, WA 

SN Matthew Cook + Airman Program = AN Cook, AIRSTA Barber’s Point, HI  

SN Jesse Cox + Operations Specialist ‘A’ School = OS3 Cox, Sector Guam 

SN Ryan Craig + Airman Program = AN Craig, AIRSTA Barber’s Point, HI  

SN Vincent Hoffman + Airman Program = AN Hoffman, AIRSTA Barber’s Point, HI  

SN David Houk + Gunner’s Mate ‘A’ School = GM3 Houk, MFPU Bangor, WA 

FN Jase Langley + Airman Program = AN Langley, AIRSTA Barber’s Point, HI 

SN Joe Middleton + Airman Program = SN Middleton, STA Oregon Inlet, NC 

SA Van Prater + Operations Specialist ‘A’ School = SNOS Prater, CGC ALEX HALEY (Kodiak, AK) 

SA Manual Haley + Operations Specialist ‘A’ School = SNOS Haley, Sector Puget Sound, WA 

SN Sean Swords + Operations Specialist ‘A’ School = OS3 Swords, Sector Lake Michigan, WI 

SN William Whaley + Operations Specialist ‘A’ School = OS3 Whaley, CGC MIDGETT (Seattle, WA) 

SN Danielle Wintersteen + Yeoman ‘A’ School = YN3 Wintersteen, TRACEN Petaluma, CA 

Once a shipmate, always a shipmate.  Before these fine Coast Guardsmen and women became the knowledgeable and 
seasoned Petty Officers they are today, they were non-rates aboard CGC RUSH.  We congratulate these shipmates on 
making rate, and wish them the best of luck in all their future endeavors! 



SHOUT-OUTS! 

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723) 
400 Sand Island Parkway 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 

Phone: (808) 842-2870 

Fax: (808) 842-2871 

Foreign Port Address: 

FPO AP 96677-3921 

www.uscg.mil/pacarea/rush 

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723)   K IA’ I  KAI  NO KA OI  
SN Oriana Ellis:  “Mom and dad, I love you so much.  Grant, be good buddy 
do well in school and keep up your grades.  Tell everyone on the block I love 
them.  Love you all.”  

BM3 James Daly:  “Hey Greenberg, congrats on making SNBM, it was nice 
watching that sunset with you in Samoa, hopefully next time my Jets can take 
it home.” 

YNC Sheldon Kahoonei:  “To my beautiful wife Monika and my 6 pack (Kahoonei Kids), I love and miss all of you! See you all very 
soon.”  

SK1 Charlene Garcia:  “I would like to do a shout out to the SK Shop (my boys) for all their hard work and also for being one of the 
best shops I’ve worked with!” 

SN Alexander Waller:  "...'cause I'll be home for Christmas..."  Oh man, I can't wait to be back home making memories with you 
Babe!   I love you!” 

There’s a writer in our midst!  MK2 Walter Mel-
nyczenko was kind enough to pen and submit this 
poem to us!  Bravo Zulu and thank you to 
MK2 for his creativity and finesse! 

Notes from the Captain’s Cabin: 
Shipmates, 

Congratulations and thank you for making the RUSH 2010 D14 Patrol such a tremendous success.  
Your teamwork and professionalism before and during this patrol ensured RUSH was truly Semper Paratus - 
and ultimately resulted in successful outcomes in all our missions.  Please accept my sincere best wishes for 
a safe and happy holiday season, and my expression of gratitude to your families for their support of you and 
our Coast Guard.  Look out for yourself, look out for your shipmates. 

   Jim McCauley, CAPT, USCG 

We work so hard, we work all night, 

To make sure the girl, she runs alright. 

Whether we turn a wrench to change a pump, 

Or scrub that oil from the side of a sump, 

No one has ever seen a cutter like her, 

Stroke the engines and listen to her purr, 

She'll save a few folks, and she's slow to a fight, 

But that old 723, she gets us there right, 

White hull glowing, satisfaction at the wheel, 

She's got a few dents, and a wobble in the keel, 

That old Rush, she's got it where it counts, 

175 man crew to feel the "Bering" bounce, 

She's a ruckus on the sea with nothing to hide, 

Commissioned 69' she'll take you for a ride, 

Your teeth will chatter and your fingers might bleed, 

It's a helluva testament, but this girl will succeed, 

She can't slow down yet, that's the mission notion, 

She'll keep on pushing till the screws fall in the ocean, 

Mission Complete is the company line, 

Throw off those lines, gonna ride it one more time! 


