
Winter might be extending her icy reach into the Northern hemisphere, but for RUSH and her 
sailors, summer is beginning again!  RUSH is currently patrolling around the South Pacific 
Ocean, continuing to execute her Law Enforcement mission in concert with Coast Guard Dis-
trict 14.  

We’ve been busy over the past couple of weeks, conducting a slew of Law Enforcement 
boardings, helicopter operations, and shipboard drills and exercises.  But if there’s anything 
that RUSH sailors know how to do, it’s to play just as hard as we have worked.  We’ve en-
joyed everything from beautiful port calls in Western Samoa to enlivening line crossing cere-
monies.  So, we invite you to turn the page and catch up on our adventures! 
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Manuia from Apia!  
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On the morning of Wednesday, November 17th, RUSH pulled into her second 
port call of the patrol: Apia, Western Samoa. 
The first Pacific state to gain its independence in 1962, Western Samoa re-
mains one of the most traditional cultures in Polynesia.  The country is com-
prised of two islands: Upolu and Savaii.  RUSH docked in Apia, the capital city 
which is located on the northern side of Upolu.  The majority of the country’s 
200,000 citizens reside in Upolu. 
Eighty-five percent of the land in Western Samoa is “customary,” meaning that 
it can neither be bought nor sold.  Additionally, most coastal land falls under 
the custodianship of local matais (village leaders), all of whom must unani-
mously agree on its use.  Although these laws and customs might have hin-
dered the commercialization and industrialization of Western Samoa, it has 
allowed the country to retain its natural and awe-inspiring beauty.   
During this port call, RUSH hosted a reception for dignitaries and community 
leaders, opened the ship to tours from local elementary schools, and partici-
pated in a tree-planting project for the community.   

But, don't worry—this port call was comprised of more than just func-
tions for the ship; RUSH crewmembers also had ample opportunities 
to explore the island and bask in its natural splendor.   
Many crewmembers adventured to the Upolu’s southern side, where 
they enjoyed fantastic surfing, diving, and (most importantly) relaxing.  
Still others ventured inland, where they surveyed Samoa’s many wa-
terfalls, welcoming villages, and lush greenery.  
Although we scattered to every end of the island, one thing held con-
stant—the friendly “manuia” spirit that wished us well wherever we 
went! 

Members of the Chief Petty Officers Mess at RUSH’s shipboard        
reception 

ET3 Stephen Friand explains the intricacies of 
RUSH’s weapons systems to students from Apia’s 

elementary schools 

Sapoaga 
waterfall 

RUSH crewmembers pose for the camera after spending a 
morning planting trees at the Vailima Botanical Gardens 



On November 27, 2010, Mitchell A. Hamilton of Wooster, OH exercised command of CGC 
RUSH, having won the privilege in a Morale Night Bingo Game.  

In his daylong tenure as RUSH’s Commanding Officer, CAPT (formerly SN) Hamilton super-
vised 3 boardings, instituted an impromptu fish call, and held a water balloon toss tournament 
on the flight deck.  Additionally, he and three other die-hard Ohio State University fans (BM1 
Kain Foglesong, SN Ben Parks, and SN Wayne Mays) enjoyed the always riveting Ohio 
State v. Michigan football game in the comfort and privacy of the Captain’s Cabin.  

In looking back on the day, SN Hamilton had this to say about the experience, “Captains make 
the big bucks for a reason!”   

CO for a Day:  Mitchell A. Hamilton 
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Thanksgiving... at Sea 

dinner while the rest of the crew enjoyed a well-earned day of rest.  Ma-
halo and Bravo Zulu to those who helped prepare the delicious meal! 
Some ambitious and fitness-minded shipmates participated in RUSH’s 
Turkey Trot, a mid-morning 5k jaunt around the flight deck.  Congratula-
tions to BM2 Kenny Crocker, FS2 Sean Richmond, OS1 Monica 
Speece, MK1 Matthew Stewart, ET1 Manny Rodriguez, CWO2 Jeff 
Paquette, and LTJG Meagan Snyder for completing the run!  
Still others trotted back to the fantail to take aim at clay pigeons during 
RUSH’s Turkey Shoot.  Bravo Zulu to the Gunner’s Mate Division for put-
ting on this explosive and exciting event!   
RUSH had the unique opportunity rendezvous with the French Navy frigate 
Prairial.  Members of their command cadre came aboard RUSH to partake 
in our holiday meal, while we sent over LCDR Robert Mohr, LTJG Tim 
Dolan, FSCS Frederick Wilson, and DCC Nathan Wissman to act as our 
ambassadors.  Bravo Zulu to Deck Division, whose members acted expe-
diently to launch our small boat in order to make this exchange possible! 

YNC Sheldon Kahoonei and ETC Keith Ay-
otte display their culinary talents on Thanksgiv-

ing morning 

RUSH’s ambassadors show off their gifts from 
our new French “amis” 

BM3 Jacob 
Anderson, OS3 

Mark Zien-
kiewicz, SR 
Bryan Rios, 
ET3 Vance 

Hughes, BM3 
Richard Rupe, 
and SN Gabriel 
Gomez enjoy 

their Thanksgiv-
ing dinner in the 

wardroom 

SK1 
Char-
lene 

Garcia 
stands 

ready to 
serve 

her ship-

SN Wayne Mays, 
SN Steven 

Carrasco, SA Dru 
Sistrunk, and SN 
Mark Chamber-
lain demonstrate 
the great Ameri-

can tradition of the 
post-Thanksgiving 

dinner nap 

RUSH enjoyed a delicious and (mostly) restful Thanksgiving at sea.  RUSH’s First Class Petty Officers, Chief Petty 
Officers, and Chief Warrant Officers slaved away in the kitchen to prepare and serve a home-cooked Thanksgiving  



Live the “At Sea” Life on Land:   
    How to Simulate Being a Coastie 
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On a fateful day in November—the 12th, if my mortal memory serves 
me correctly—King Neptune and his Royal Court visited the sailors 
aboard CGC RUSH. 

The King and his court held us in rapt attention as they decided our 
fates.  Would they let us pass, or would they destroy us?  You see, we 
had the gall and temerity to cross not only the International Date Line, 
but also to cross the Equator.  In fact, we had sailed through the inter-
section of these two heavenly lines, and were now requesting—nay, 
beseeching—the King to allow us to carry the title of Honorable Golden 
Shellbacks. 

Of the 109 Pollywogs who requested this honor, all 109 passed.  Con-
gratulations to those newly initiated Golden Dragons, and Bravo Zulu to 
those who helped us pass through this gauntlet!  

Have you always wondered what it’s really like to 
be underway, to live two to three months aboard 
CGC RUSH? 
Well, here’s your chance!  SN Megan Lockhart 
contributed the following ways to “simulate being 
a Coastie.”  Enjoy!  

In the Realm of King Neptune 

Repaint your entire house 
every month.  

Run all the pipes and 
wires in your house which 
are exposed on the walls. 

Renovate your bathroom.  
Lower all showerheads to 
four and a half feet off 

the deck. 

When you take showers, 
make sure you turn off 

the water while you soap 
up.  

On Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, turn the wa-
ter heater temperature up 

to 300 degrees. 

On Saturdays and Sun-
days, tell your family that 
they use too much water 
during the week, so no 
bathing will be allowed. 

Leave your lawnmower 
running in your living 

room 24 hours a day for 
proper noise level. 

Once a month, disassem-
ble all your major appli-

ances and electric garden 
tools.  Inspect them and 

then reassemble.  

Raise the thresholds and 
lower the headers in all of 

your household’s door-
ways so that you either 
trip or bang your head 

every time you pass 
through them.  

Raise your bed to within 6 
inches on the ceiling so 
that you can’t turn over 
without getting out and 

then getting back in. 

On Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, turn the water 

heater off. 

Sleep on the shelf in your closet.  Replace 
the closet door with a curtain.  Have your 
spouse or significant other whip open the 
curtain four hours after you have gone to 
sleep, shine a flashlight in your eyes, and 

say, “Sorry, wrong rack.” 



Other Achievements 

The following crewmembers earned 
Good Conduct Awards in the month 

of November 
MK3 Thomas Dunn 
OS1 Monica Speece 

ETC Ayotte 
Keep doing good things!  

Good Conduct Awards 

Advancements & Promotions 
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Congratulations to… 
FN Alex Castellon for achieving his 1 Year Sea Service Ribbon, 
and 

OS3 Jason Baldwin for being awarded his Temporary Cutter-
man’s Pin. 
Bravo Zulu to… 
OSC Dustin Costa  and SK2 Niko Langas for their 4 Years of Sea 
Service. 

SN Tara Garrett 

LTJG Zach Hennighausen, LTJG Hutchinson, LTJG Albe, LTJG 
Snyder, and LTJG Tuo 

And congratulations to 
FN Rebecca Willet for 
being named Novem-
bers' Messcook of 

the Month!  
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Welcome Aboard! 
Aloha to RUSH’s newest members: 

SN Jonathan Ross McKinney 
Hometown:  San Diego, CA 
Age:  19 
Why the Coast Guard?  “I wanted to serve my country, do something with my life, 
and start a career.” 
First Impressions of RUSH:  “It seems fun and cool.  There’s good people and a 
good work environment.” 
Future Plans:  To become an Aviation Maintenance Technician (AMT), and to 
make the Coast Guard a career. 
What would you do if I gave you $1 million right now?  “Buy an old Honda 
Civic and soup it up!”  
 

SN Christopher Eugene Olsen 
Hometown:  Milford, PA 
Age:  22 
Why the Coast Guard?  “My dad’s in the Army, so I’ve got some experience with 
the military.  Before joining, I took a look at all the services... The CG looked like 
the best out of all of them.” 
First Impressions of RUSH:  “The crew is good and positive; they enjoy their 
work and have been making me feel comfortable.” 
Future Plans:  To become an Aviation Survival Technician, and to become a 
Company Commander after making it to first or second class petty officer. 
What would you do if I gave you $1 million right now?  “Put some of it in sav-
ings, and give the rest to my family to pay off what I owe them!”  
 

SN Dan Anthony Prudhomme 
Hometown:  Slidell, LA 
Age:  21 
Why the Coast Guard?  “I worked with a former Company Commander… He 
talked me into joining.” 
First Impressions of RUSH:  “It’s a lot like Boot Camp.  The ship’s berthing areas 
are kind of like the barracks.” 
Future Plans:  To become an Information Systems Technician (IT).  Unsure of 
plans beyond that.  
What would you do if I gave you $1 million right now?  “Put it all in savings! ”  
 



SHOUT-OUTS! 

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723) 
400 Sand Island Parkway 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 

Phone: (808) 842-2870 

Fax: (808) 842-2871 

Foreign Port Address: 

FPO AP 96677-3921 

www.uscg.mil/pacarea/rush 

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723)   K IA’ I  KAI  NO KA OI  
CWO2 Jeff Paquette:  “I want to wish my wife Leah a Happy 29th birth-
day (Again) on December 6th!  Leah, Tyler, and Anna: I Love you all 
and I miss you all very much.”  

Supply Shop:  “We would like to do a shout out to SK3 Bonnin for writ-
ing a raw score of 100 on the NOV2010 SWE!  

YN2 Aldrich Adams:  “Thank you son for behaving so well.  Jamba Juice!!!” 

FS2 Taliea Epps:  “Mike, don’t let Colton eat anymore keyboard keys!! Love you babe.” 

OS3 Jason Baldwin:  “To my Gidget and little Blueberry, I’ll be home soon, I miss you so much and love you 
even more!” 

SN Alexander Waller:  “Autumn baby, we are almost done and I'll be home soon!  And don't worry, that 
sketchy moustache is gone ;)  I love you!!!” 

SN Mark Chamberlain:  “Hey ma, hope all is well on your end. Tell the family I can't wait to see them. Tyler, hit em hard man. 
Ash, I can't wait to see that beautiful smile of yours babe. I think a date to KFC is long overdue. Tell the family I said hey. Talk 
to you soon gorgeous.”  

CWO2 Erik Peterson:  “I would like to wish ET1 Hewitt Fair Winds and Following Seas as he departs RUSH for Milwau-
kee.”  


