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Here we are, nearing the final quarter of our patrol’ » -
Every day brings new challenges, which we must meet Insimlé: il
and overcome as a team. Through the long days and
nights, it is you, our families and friends, that we think &
of to help keep us going. Thank you for all that you do L0, S .
support us, as well as for all you do “ho tgg OWI =79
fort” back home. =4

‘Quote of the Month

T Wllr‘ersmt until [ succeed. Always will I take another step. If that is of no avail, I
will take another, and yet another. In truth, one step at a time is not too

d1ff1cultI know that small attempts, repeated, will complete any undertaking.
-Og Mandino




Awards and Accomplishments

Qualifications: Congratulations to All!

LCDR Plumley—Underway Officer of the Deck 0OS3 Alma—Flight Follower

ENS Martinelli—Helicopter Control Officer 083 Alma— EW Operator

ME3 Ansari—Boarding Team Member OS83 Luker—CIC Watch Supervisor (first ever OS3
ETC Courtway—OSS Operator to qualify!)

IT1 Matt Posey—OSS Operator OS3 Linberg—CIC Watchstander

IT2 Young—OSS Operator OS83 Linberg—Bearing Taker
ET2 Grant—OSS Operator OS1 Montgomery—Received recognition for assist-
ET3 Okeson—OSS Operator ing USCG R&D with TRS-3D testing

ENS Dyrdahl—ETT Member FN Fry—Machinery Watchstander (first ever FN to

qualify!)
MK2 Rodri -Perez—ETT Memb
B e MKC Jose—Machinery Watchstander
MK1 Fischer—DCTT Member .
EM2 Sotelo—DC Investigator
MK?2 Souder passed MK1 End of Course Test ) )
ENS Merritt—DC Investigator
LT]G Reilly—Engineer Officer of Watch ) . ]
e Nomi d for Sailor of O FN Muir—Flight Deck Fire Team Member
= t t
o eN " . 0[;11;13 eS .lor :fusr * o ENS Telesco—Flight Deck On Scene Leader
= t t
B orr‘nna . Ol: B ENS Merritt—Flight Deck Rescueman
MK?2 Spaulding—Machinery Watchstander ]
ENS Telesco—Flight Deck Rescueman
CWO Golub—Machinery Watchstander . B
MK2 Brennan—Repair Party Electrician
ENS Merritt—Machinery Watchstander
ENS McHenry—Machinery Watchstander
FS3 Meyers—Advanced DC Qualification
FS3 Meister Passed E-5 Advancement Test
FS3 Odinikaeze—DC Investigator
FS2 Pearl-DC Attack Team Leader
FS1 James—Core and Basic Damage Control
FS1 Reis—MTT Member

EM2 Sotelo—Repair Party Electrician
MK2 Spaulding—Basic Damage Control
ENS Telesco—Basic Damage Control
MKC Jose—Basic Damage Control

“C” School Graduates Sailor of the Quarter
O
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Meet the Crew

Age: 5340 Eons old
Rate/Rank: SNYN (Yeoman)
Department: Support

Married to "Tha Game", Animals: One Pegasus and Two Sabet-
Toothed Penguins

Hobbies: Watching re-runs of Dawson's Creek while in Sniper Posi-
tion, Collecting snowflakes, Making Wine, Glow-In-The-Dark Sumo

Worestling Tournaments, Falling in love with the wrong women, etc.
If I were Captain for the day:

1. Find Nemo

2.Re-Enact the battle with Ursula at the end of The Little Mermaid
Bucket List: Skydive to give the Statue of Liberty a High-Five

CG Career: CGC Hamilton as a Non-Rate for one year. TDY at Ala-
meda SPO for 3 hours.

Fav memory on Hamilton: Playing Pokemon while on lookout and
watching my level 38 Shocktopus evolve into a Level 57 ShockNess
Monster!

Kyle Daniels (aka Tiny)

Age: classified

Rate/Rank: Machinery Technician Second Class
Department: Engineering

Married, 3 daughters, one little rat dog

If I were the captain for the day, [ would take the
day off.

Bucket list; to survive 20yrs in the Guard.

My career has been up and down. Started off at
an ANT in a little backwoods place called Colfax
LA, I don't recommend this place as a vacation
spot. I then went over seas to Bahrain for 21
months on the CGC Wrangell, [ don't recom-
mend this place as a vacation spot either, kind of
hot and dirty. After that Sta. South Padre Island
TX. Met my wife there. Beach is nice, not a bad
summer vacation spot.
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Meet the Crew

Ryan Humphrey

o | Age: 34
% Rate/Rank: Boatswain’s Mate First Class

Department: Deck/Weapons

— _gh “4/ o - Married to Trish (from Australia), 2 boys, Ryland 6 years old,

— Canon 4 years old, no pets.
If I were Captain for the Day:
e  Scratch the Morale Flights; Morale boat rides for the AVDET.
e  Send the small boat back to Panama to retrieve what was for-
gotten in the Hotel’s.

®  Make sure the next Liberty Port Brief contains the following
advice. When you are up over $1000.00 in any Casino, you

. » i should stop.

e  Give a 72 hour liberty pass to the first Ensign to get me a
good picture of LIGHTNING, taken from the top of the mast.

The ONLY pipes authorized for the day will be BM1 Zierk testing the ships alarms and
whistle every 2 hours. (I love the anticipation of what might happen)

Draft an Instruction stating that I will retain the position of Captain until FS1 James &
FS2 Bovell beat BM2 Gonzales and [ in Spades. The future looks good for me!!!

On my Bucket list: Be the CAPT for a day.

My first unit was the Ceremonial Honor Guard (Alexandria VA) - CGC Long Island (110' WPB
San Diego) - Sta Monterey, CA - TRACEN Cape May (Seamanship Instructor) - BERTHOLF.
My favorite unit is always my next unit!

Brett Sillman

Age: 22

Rate/Rank: ENS/O-1

Department: Operations

If I were captain for the day, I'd turn BER-
THOLF into a floating, moving Wet 'n Wild. We
could have a rope swing off the mast, a waterslide out
the notch, and a slip and slide on the flight deck, pro-
vided the non-skid gets grinded down a bit.

My bucket list consists of heli skiing in the
Rockies and scuba diving in Australia at the Great Bar-

rier Reef.

T
Academy

his is my first Coast Guard unit outside the
. During my summers there, I spent a little

time at Station Ponce Inlet, Fl, Air Station Humboldt
Bay, the DORADO, and the mighty barque EAGLE.
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Deck/Weapons Department

Hello from somewhere off/near Central or South
America!

Deck Division has been extremely busy since the
last newsletter. With long and challenging days
launching and recovering boats, the helicopter,
completing a stern tow at sea, and standing addi-
tional watches we finally reached Panama for some
much needed rest. The natives were friendly and
there was much to see and do. White water raft-
ing, surfing, shopping, and dinner on the Canal
while watching ships lock thru are just some of the
activities enjoyed. BM1 Aaron Zierk now has
equal time on both the cutter, and in small boats
pursuing the bad guys. We’re somewhat con-
cerned about a lightning strike due to

his height, but so far so good! Both

BM2's Jon Lee and Stan Neal are in a

heated competition for face time with

our onboard camera crew from

"Mighty Ships". Based on camera crew
comments, we'll probably see more of .

Jon and hear more from Stan, I'm just _
saying...

BM3 Jason Todd is working on a new

song with his guitar, apparently some

people are complaining about the other one he
knows and are requesting more to choose
from! SN Steffi Bryan was overheard saying
"I've got this!" when asked if she could take the
hydraulic controls for the boat davit.
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Deck/Weapons Department




Engineering Department

Engineering Department has been hard at work this patrol, doing
their thing to keep our ship afloat and moving forward! Since pic-
tures say it all, the following are some examples of our engineers in
action. Actions speak louder than words!

ENS Telesco learns about DCTMS
Don't cut the red wire Kyle!

% gun =)

EM2 Sotelo inspects crewmé.r_i"il\ r's
electrical gear S0

MPA shows ENS Teles
Reductio

The MPA and MKCS, MKC and DC1 work b N —— ..
late on the AC, keeping us cool DC's test the P-100 pumps on the focsle
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Engineering Department

DC1 Jones' delicate welding job saves a criti-
cal component for one of the engines allow-
ing us to keep sailing
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Operations Department

Every day the Combat Information Center (CIC) receives and disseminates mis-
sion-critical information to the ship, allowing BERTHOLF to plan her day-to-day
operations and accomplish her mission. CIC watch supervisors and watch stan-
ders vigilantly stand their watches daily. In addition to watch standing, CIC con-
ducts daily training to stay proficient at necessary navigational and tactical skills.

The ELEX Division has been working around the clock to make sure our naviga-
tion and weapons equipment is functioning properly. This is a big job that is han-
dled extremely well by this small division, and is vital to the successful operation
of the ship.

Though they have been very busy, their spirits are high and they are looking for-
ward to returning home at the
end of a successful patrol!
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Support Department




Pyro Shoot/GUNEX




Small Boat Ops

Nearly every day, BERTHOLF conducts small boat operations with the
Over the Horizon (OTH) small boat and the Special Purpose Craft (SPC).
In order to launch and lower these boats, the ship needs qualified small
boat engineers, coxswains, and crewmembers. In order to crew these
boats, we conduct daily training while underway. These boats are impor-

tant “speed of the WMSL system” assets that give BERTHOLF the fight-

ing edge in the completion of her law enforcement mission.
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DC Olympics
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Go-Karts!

Racers, start your engines!

During our last port call in San Diego,

the CGC BERTHOLF Wardroom Fund sponsored a morale event for BERTHOLF
Officers and their guests at Miramar Speed Circuit, a nationally recognized Go-Kart
track. The Miramar Speed Circuit is known for its hairpin turns and speed-building
straight-aways, as well as its state-of-the-art karts which can get up to speeds of 40mph!
After an hour of tight-turning, rubber-burning, stomach-churning racing, the fasted
racers emerged victorious: ENS Matthew Poore in one group, and our very own
CAPT John Prince in the other. Some would say that these victories were unfairly
earned using “reckless ramming tactics.” There were also claims of being given the
dreaded “Slow Kart.” However, no permanent grudges were held, and the event was
logged a success. We congratulate the victors and look forward to the next opportu-
nity to prove ourselves... Paintball, anyone!? Racer X-O (photographed below) is ru-
mored to have assisted in the Captain’s victory running picket and was only lapped
twice during the final race!

-ENS Kevin “Cagefighter” Kinsella
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Swim Call—10/10/10

- On a unique day, 10/10/10, Bertholf participated in
" a long time Coast Guard tradition, Swim Call! If you
don’t have much experience, beware! Swim call has

been know to bring out an unknown side of you!
With the sun shining, both the air and sea at a per-
fect 82°F, Bertholf had super heroes (BM2 Gonzales)
and flying squirrels (LTJG Lisko) emerge, sunbathers
(BM3 Orihuela) scattered about the flight deck and those floating in the sea
(SK1 Bautista). It was an excellent way for the crew to relax, enjoy the Sunday
afternoon, and have some fun. I can still hear the shriek of ENS Hsieh as he
jumped off the flight deck and plunged towards the ocean below shouting,

“Legends!” He was right, Legends Begin Here!
-ENS Melissa Martinelli
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BERTHOLF University

Ever since it's inception in Summer of 2009, BERTHOLF has strived to offer high qual-
ity college courses to interested crewmembers. In cooperation with Vincennes Univer-
sity and Pacific Area, cutters typically embark a college professor for an entire patrol.
This allows students who haven't attended college to get their feet wet. In addition, this
also allows students that are matriculating at a different college to continue their studies
while underway. This patrol, BERTHOLF is offering World Civilization I and II and US
History I and II. Upon a passing grade, students earn 12 college credits which are trans-
ferable to any other accredited college. We are pleased to have Dr. Ligia Domenech with
us for this patrol. Dr Domenech joins us from the University of Puerto Rico at Arecibo
and holds a PH.D in History of Puerto Rico and the Carribbean and is currently writ-
ing a book on the history of U-Boats in the Caribbean during WWII. There are cur-
rently 22 BERTHOLF sailors enrolled in these four courses.

-ENS Jon Hsieh
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Morale!!

Family and Friends of Bertholf!

Over the Hump! No, not in the age of our cutter, but in the age of
our patrol. Morale will definitely sky rocket when we see all of you back on
home turf, and, as always, nothing onboard this ship (especially with regards
to morale) could be accomplished without the support you provide to our
members in blue.

In the meantime, however, I must say that morale is (no lie) doing
great! To date, we have held numerous morale events, including (but not
limited to), Poker Competitions, Bingo, a thrilling White-Water rafting trip,
as well as Ping Pong, movie night, Video Game night, Steel Beach, several
Fish Calls, and Swim call! Our biggest event thus far has been the Over the
Hump celebration, which included a morale skeet shoot with our morale
shotgun, a 15 question scavenger hunt for prizes, and a Trivia competition
on the Messdeck. But wait! That's not all! We plan to have a HELO FAM
flight, as well as an awesome Halloween celebration with “Haunted Hangar"
on the 31st of October. Thanks to the OS Division, AVDET and the War-
rant Locker, the First Class, Chief's Mess, the Slew of Ensigns, and others for
your efforts to make Wednesday cook-offs a success for all hands! Standby
for future updates!

Cheers,
ENS Paul Ledbetter
Morale Officer
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White Water Rafting

It was 0600 and I was already boarding the bus with bleary eyes. Last week, FS2
Bovell and ENS Telesco had managed to convince me into attending the Panama
White Water Rafting Trip. I tried to tell them ,“but I don’t like the outdoors or
paddling,” but both insisted I would have fun. With a last minute question of
“Where’s Reed??” resulting in him sprinting down the pier to meet us, we took off
for our trip. The first stop was on the side of a random road where a girl got onto
the bus- she turned out to be our tour guide, Rebecca. We traveled some more
through the city observing the interesting landscape with everything from ritzy ca-
sino hotels to shacks by the side of the road. We finally got into the countryside
and the bus pulled over. Rebecca announced that the bus couldn’t go any farther
and we should all pile into the pick-up trucks waiting ahead... oh, and to leave our
valuables in the van. As the trucks fishtailed their way up the muddy mountain to
the sound of SN Vitale’s screaming, ENS Poore summarized what all of us were
thinking- “Well, I hope my stuff is there when I get back.” We finally got to the
site, put on some helmets and did some prac- My T,
tice. Each boat had a guide who would yell =
commands such as* Right side: Paddle; Left ‘7" ..

Side: Back Paddle” and “STOP!”.

Page 20 Volume 2, Issue 4



We found ourselves going down the river backwards quite a bit, and switched seats
until optimally manned (I may or may not have gotten kicked out of the front
seat). Surprisingly, most times when I was getting wet it was not due to the rap-
ids...it was due to the other boat splashing water at us, or certain people (BM2
Gonzalez, EM1 Urena) tipping over our raft. Our tour guide even managed to get
FN Velez out of the raft by simply yelling “spider” which caused her to jump out.
We made our way through class 3 and 4 rapids and then took a much-needed break
for lunch. Some people sunbathed, some people took pictures, some swam and
some attempted to see if the fish would bite them by wrapping their finger in
bread and sticking it in the water (no names here). We completed the afternoon
with an intimidating class 5 rapid which the second boat did not handle so well
(see the picture above for details). The scenery was amazing, with lots of lush jungle
greenery, beautiful black birds with bright yellow tails and one bleating baby goat.
With the help of our funny and friendly guides we made it back to the bus safely-
where, thankfully, all of our stuff was waiting for us. On the way back I realized the
trip was a lot more than a nature hike- it was a great bonding experience between
the crew. Although I may hate the sun and bugs, it was worth it to spend a good
afternoon with good people—thanks for all the fun times guys!

-ENS Kate McHenry
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Lights...Camera...Action!

We knew we were off to a good start in Panama City, when two crewmem-
bers started coming down the pier with surfboards and flip-flops. One of the two
looked like a man of distinction...and indeed the man with the longboard turned
out to be John Prince - Captain of the Bertholf. This was definitely going to be a
good shoot!

“Mighty Ships” has so far filmed over 20 ships. Everything from dredgers
and cruise ships to nuclear submarines and icebreakers. USCGC BERTHOLF is
the first Coast Guard vessel we’ve been privileged to film on. Our first impression
of the ship was that she’s all business. And during our three weeks aboard, that
impression was turned into reality. From exciting nighttime helo and boat
launches to hunting down Go Fasts, we saw it all.

Joining an actual patrol allowed us as a film crew to get to know the ship, its
officers and crew. So many of our shoots are less than a weeklong and before you
know it, we’re heading home and the past few days are a blur. For the most part,
our three weeks on the BERTHOLF gave us the opportunity to take a breath and
see what happens aboard the ship before we started filming, a real advantage.

If there’s one that that stands out for us, it’s the unbelievable level of profes-
sionalism from such a young crew. When most of their peers are still trying to fig-
ure out what to do with their lives, the young men and women of BERTHOLF
are out in the Eastern Pacific carrying out dangerous interdiction missions night
after night and day after day. Every crewmember aboard the BERTHOLF also
seems to have goals and ambitions that set them apart. Even when they can be in
their rack catching up on much needed sleep, we see them studying and taking
university courses.

It took us a few days to find our sea legs and develop a routine. Once night
fell, it turned into a waiting game. We pre-positioned our night vision equipped
camera along with the rest of the gear on the bridge. This paid off during the very
exciting intercepts that happen very quickly. All we had to do was turn on the
camera and get to work. For us, there’s nothing quite like having a front row seat
of the action, even when it meant staying up for the whole night. Cameraman
Chris calls that cinematic immunity!
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“Mighty Ships”

“Central Casting” is a term we use to describe great characters we wind up
meeting and filming. In our humble opinion - BERTHOLF is the epitome of
“Central Casting”. Everyone from an XO who’s a clip meister to the crew grooving to
the tunes in the scullery, it all made for fabulous television.

What memories will stay with us? Waking up at 1AM to the “Go Fast - Go
Fast” pipe and tumbling out of our racks like the rest of the crew. Jumping off the
flight deck into the Pacific, with armed guards looking out for sharks. Watching the
sunset from the flight deck and eating fresh mahi-mahi sashimi on the stern.

Our thanks to Captain Prince, CDR Ramassini and the officers and crew of
the BERTHOLF for a great shoot. A special thanks to the HITRON detachment...
there’s a job waiting for you guys in aerial filming!

BERTHOLEF is all business...but if there’s an un-official motto for the ship, it
has to be work hard - play hard. From swim call to skeet shooting you guys sure
know how to let off steam. It was a pleasure watching you in action and at play.

We’re looking forward to a legendary finish to our Mighty Ship show about the
BERTHOLF and promise to give you a show you’ll all be proud of.

And just for the record, we never, ever forgot to dog down the starboard side
passageway door - eh!

Thanks for a great ride and as they say in the Galley—"That’s a Wrap!”
Herrie, Chris and Lanny Ay
L L L L
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From the Captain’s Desk

Ahoy BERTHOLF Families & Friends.

This newsletter tells it all in the

pictures and articles written by the
crew. The article by our visiting
film crew reinforces my own, some-
what biased, admiration for this
crew. They have worked hard on
the mission, the ship, and their
professional development. Their
efforts, tenacity and skill have
disrupted many tons of cocaine
from reaching the United States.

They have represented the Coast

Guard and themselves as

professionals during all interactions

with our international partners and

neighbors. It has been a pleasure to sail with them
on the first full operational patrol by a National
Security Cutter. I know you are as proud of them
as I am. We look forward to safely completing our
patrol and will see you all soon for a well earned
inport period.

CAPT John F. Prince
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USCGC BERTHOLF (WMSL 750)

www.tricaredentalprogra
1-888-622-2256
Phone: 510,437,3452‘ Contact Our Ombudsman
Fax: 510.437.3843 Kim Faivre Overseas Information
E-mail: Elizabeth.A.Denicola@uscg.mil kimfaivre@comcast.net www.tricare.osd.mil/overseas

1-888-777-8343 (opti .
Ship’s Photographer OB, 12%

SN Kristina Smithe
E-mail: Kristina.M.Smit

1In the event of a serious in-
jury/death in the family...

= the following information :
-Name / Rank / Division
Social Security Number

-Name of Command /

Hull Number American
= -Command Address Red cross
—1:877-272-7337

~ Important Numbers:
—_— Bertholf: 510-437-3452
Bertholf2: 510-437-3451

OOD Cell Phone: 510-719-1854

€O Extension: 2221 "
XO Extension: 2222 SWa r&"‘--—”’ 154 fie

American Red Cross: (202) 303 5000
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