NEWSLE SOUTHPAT VOL.
Letter from the Captain

We have recently wrapped up a very busy four week period and you can see by the activities documented in this
issue the things we've been doing. Seldom a day goes by where we don't have a training opportunity, flight op-
erations, law enforcement, maintenance on a critical piece of equipment, or planning for leaving or entering port.
The life of a front line patrolling cutter is busy, productive and satisfying if you can find the time to enjoy it!

MmED C\ETT

Dear Friends and Family:

I've just finished up some annual reports and it just amazes me the experiences we've had over the last year.
MIDGETT steamed over 32,000 nautical miles from the Western Pacific to the Bering Sea to the Eastern Pacific.
We've conducted operations from 6 to 60 degrees north latitude and been on both sides of the world (date line).
We've repaired everything from the anchor windlasses (bow) to the rudders (stern), deep water fathometer
(bottom) to the radars (above), as well as hundreds of items in between. We've boarded and enforced laws and
assisted other vessel in sea water from 45 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit. The only way this happens is with the dedi-
cated professionals who are the crew of MIDGETT.

Thanks for your notes and messages that are published in this month's edition. When I read them I could feel
your pride and I have to agree--they are one impressive group of shipmates. Thanks again for your support.

Captain Meese

This issue is dedicated in memory of the crew of Coast Guard helicopter 6535.

LCDR Dale Taylor
ASTC Fernando “Nando” Jorge

X0 ¢ Corwer

LTJG Thomas “Tom” Cameron
AET3 Andrew “Drew” Knight

Dear Friends, Family and Ship-
mates,

Time flies! We're over two thirds
of the way done with this patrol.
The crew is clearly focused on the
mission and will continue to do
their best until we arrive safely
back in Seattle. Once again, I am
impressed with the all hands ef-
fort: the engineering plant re-
quires constant attention, but it
pays off when we come up to flank
speed on both turbines; the. sup-
port team arranges for delivery of
parts and pieces in foreign ports,
cooks hundreds of fantastic meals,
ensures we get paid;, and applies a
few band-aids here and there; the
LE teams are trained up and ready
to respond and the electronics

technicians ensure the sensors are
in top shape; the operations team
gathers and processes information
from our partners and steers the
ship where we need to be; and the
aviation crew has flown dozens of
hours searching for targets of in-
terest: My thanks to the Depart-
ment Heads and Chief Petty Offi-
cers who lead the sailors in a coor-
dinated effort. For those back
home, you ean certainly be proud
of your Coasties and the out-
standing job they are doing.

Stay in touch with the ombuds-
man, Ms. Cindy Geelan
(midgettombudsman02@gmail.com
, 425-968-2105), and she'll keep eve-
ryone up to date on the ship's arri-
val back in Seattle. Also, Cindy
and her husband, ETC Mike Gee-
lan, will be moving on to a new
billet this summer, so we're look-
ing for anyone who'd like to volun-
teer as ombudsman. Let Cindy
know if you're interested and we'll
look to have interviews after we
get back.
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The smell of sun block and Simple Green perme-
ates the air. Footprints in soap suds are tracked
throughout the ship. It can only mean one thing:
all hands freshwater wash down.

$

Before pulling into port, MIDGETT’s crewmem-
bers scrub the ship’s exterior. From top to bottom,

ET3 Rasmussen, ET3 Andersen, IT2 Reed, ET3 Wonder,
IT1 Tynes take a break from the fresh water washdown.

MORALE MUSTACHE CHALLENGE

The MIDGETT Mustache Challenge is in full swing. Winners will
be determined at the end of the patrol party. Categories include:
- most Sean Connery-esque
- most super Mario brother- esque
- creepiest
- weakest
- fullest

Competition looks stiff. Here’s a preview of some of the con-
tenders. Can you match that mustache?
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fore and aft, she gets
scrubbed and sprayed down,
swept and hosed off. It’s an |§

farmer’s tan or maybe get a
little playful payback with a
fire hose.

Artice writtenby: SN Melissa McKenzie

ET3 Ossiander putting some elbow grease into it!

_LDA

Photos by: F5I VanKampen

The MIDGETT is proud to be one of the many Coast
Guard units that have a Leadership Diversity Advisory
Council (LDAC). LDAC, a merger of the Human Relations
Council and the Leader Ship Development Program,

prides itself in developing great leaders
and improving life for everyone on the
ship.

ENS Jimmy Carter is the president of
LDAC. LDAC has held two major meetings
that have been open to all hands. Topics
have included discussing the recent
DEOMI survey, a survey that was open to
all hands and allowed crewmembers to
voice their opinion on the chain of com-
mand and their work life, and relation-
ships between officers and enlisted per-
sonnel.

ENS Carter organized an all hands train-
ing session in which the entire crew was
split into 11 groups with one facilitator
each, in order to discuss ways to improve
life conditions and bringing awareness to

FN Hernandez

OPS

problems. Topics
included discrimi-
nation in the

“The overall
g’oaﬂl of the
counncil is to
solicit
unfettered
feedback
from crew to
improve
overall
conditions
of life on
MIDGETT”
states ENS
Carter.

work place, sexual harassment,
trust in the organization, and
leadership cohesion.

Article written by: ENS Larry SUbramanian

ENS Jimmy Carter & CWO2 Davenport discuss LDAC
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maintaining recently crested 40
years of service (who out there
is driving a car that's over 40
years old?) Often the work the
engineers of MIDGETT do is
well beyond what is typically
expected or required of ship-
board engineers - it is truly the
challenge of keeping a vessel of
"vintage"
tional. It is not - by any means
- an easy challenge and our
success 1s due to the particu-
larly dedicated and skilled engineers

that you all know and love. :
) I hope you're hearing from'!
#" them when they have a chance, ! G

but know the machinery only!

rand ran more
icasualty
rdrills  than
ithey proba-
ibly cared for
- but they did

it all excep- [
tionally to a N
erson. .

Did I men-
tion this ship
w e ' r e
charged with

'The Weapons Department
thas been full-fledged en-
i gaged in operations! We've
ifocused the past couple of

‘months on watchstanding
and training.

The ETs have been stand-
ing vigilant radar and video
rsurveillance during night-
‘time patrols. They are our
‘eyes in finding small tar-
i gets of interest and inter-
icepting drug traffickers.
! Without their watchstand-
'ing and high-tech equip-
iment our mission would be
much harder to accomplish.

Since the last newsletter the
women and men of the Engineering
rdepartment have been VERY busy.
i They've fixed ovens, tweaked turbines,
i patched leaking pipes, responded to a
rcouple small fires, fixed significant
i steam leaks, burned tons of trash, con-
tducted a rescue and assistance drill
'with the Columbian Naval Forces,
itransferred over 3,000 gallons of jet
ifuel to our helicopter, patched the
iship's main 28,000 gallon fuel service
itank (that had a concerning fuel leak)

FN Sean Rohrberg proving that engineers do

this

occasionally get liberty

The Gunner’s Mates con-
tinue weapons training and
gunnery exercises to ensure
proficiency in tactical battle
scenarios. Defending and
protecting ourselves and
our borders takes prece-
dence!

Our Maritime Enforcement
division has weekly train-
ing sessions on how to be-
come Boarding Team mem-
bers and Anti-Terrorist
Force Protection Team
members. This interactive
(and quite fun) training
includes subjects such as
how to properly hand-cuff

i turns thanks to their sweat and ! currently miles off the
yes even occasional blood! (The ! shore of eagerly
XO even recently mentioned awaiting the N M to shep-

that the Engineers are too busy |
to get in trouble!)
again for all your support.

and s navies to |-
It
Artide written by: LCUR Brook Sherman, hasn’t been all work, though.

Photo by: FS| VarKampen

safely opera-

Hello friends and family! We're

herd our next bust to us! Things
are really great so far operation-
ally, as we've worked with

Thanks !

Endineer Officer We've had great port calls so far,

and we can’t wait to pull into

I o the IR of

TN ' sure vou'll read all
about it on | NNEEEE

LT Grayson Stalvey,
Command Securtty Officer

terrorist threats, and!:

proper techniques for self-! ~

////mm//,rfmra///

1,

defense and non-combative !
situations.

The Weapons Department |
works well as a team ini
accomplishing our mission:
of Maritime Security---:
Thank you for your support |
at home and keeping our:
loved ones safe and happy !
as we do the same for you!
out at sea!

Article written by: LT AndreaRice, i
Weapons Officer |




Hello from the Supply Department,

but the temperatures. Normal
temps in the galley range be-
tween 90 to 100 degrees. We lost
a ventilation fan for a couple of
weeks the temperatures were
even hotter, thankfully the fan
has been replaced.

s Logistics are difficult outside the
| U.S. as every country has their
own way of doing business. We

This patrol has been challenging not with the sea state,

BN YN3 Wheeler, HS3 Bull, SK3 order a ) peratures. e o b O ol B
Gallant, and FN Feuerstein food deliv- icle written by = Lll 5?{”'6'
ham it up for the camera ery for the ppiy Uttlcer

shows up by dinner time. The
port calls have been in nice

places, but again the tempera- |
tures are very hot.

Some of us get by hanging out
in the pool. The entire depart-
ment is doing a great job keep-
ing MIDGETT and her crew
ready for any mission. The
entire crew is looking forward
to returning home to be with
family, friends, and cooler tem-

HS3 Bull, first responder
during MIDGETT’s R&A drill

has been busy for MIDGETT and the Operations De-
partment.

So far we've visited four foreign countries, conducted
joint training operations with two foreign navies,
flown our helicopter at all hours of the night, and in-
terdicted a vessel attempting to smuggle illegal drugs.

This patrol

.| Between all of that we've
continued to develop our-
selves professionally,
with shipmates earning
qualifications as Under-
| way Officer of the Deck,
{ Junior Officer of the
Deck, Boatswain’s Mate
of the Watch, Helmsman,
Lookout, Boat Coxswain
and Crewman, Helicopter Control Officer, Landing
Signals Officer and Helicopter Tie-Down Crew to
name a few.

A safe send-ff of the helo

We're excited to be heading home soon, and we look

forward to continued operational successes as we fin-
ish up our patrol.

Article written by: LT Grayson Stalvey,

Operations Officer

One of MIDGETT’s semper paratus small
boat crews scouting out the waters
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LT)G O’Brien leads charge on MIDGETT’s small boat operations

Panamanian naval team in joint operations
with CGC MIDGETT

ET3 Allen and fellow
Coasties come to the aid of
MEI Vitorino during a drill.

Crossing under the Bridge
of the Americas connecting

Central and South America

Inspecting and clearing the flight

deck of any foreign objects likely
to cause damage or injury when
the helo lands.

Rescue & Exercise between ADVET and MIDGETT crew

Photos by F5I Varkampen Pg s



whether it was zipping
through the canopies of
a rainforest or surfing
the waves at Pavones

beach.

Golfito’s main attraction:
poolside service. While
newer members of the

The more daring type ven-
tured out for a day of zip lining
through the jungle. Above:
BM3 Franzese, SN Thompson,
SN McDonald, LT)G Rice, and
SN Portera Below: SN McDon-

ald and FS| VanKampen

Costa Rica offered a variety of fun activities for the crew

LT)G Rebecca Gentile kayaking in Golfito

ship spent their time exploring, “saltier” sailors relaxed by
the pool sipping cool drinks and soaking up the sun.

Photo bu: F5l VarKampen

in Golfito while we visited.
They were filming a televi-
sion show much like the
American “Survivor.” It was
an interesting crowd allowing
us a chance to take in more

than the usual serenity Costa
Rica offers.

ENS Alley, ENS Cederstrom, LT)G
Haseley & LT)G Gentile snagging a
bite to eat at Banana Bay

Article written by: SN Melissa McKenzie [

MK Bobby Light & EMI Steve

Schaadt cooling off at a waterfall

ET3 Rasmussen,
YN3 Wheeler, EM3
Tulowitzki, ENS

143
i
:
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CGC MIDGETT takes on Panamanian Police Force
in a soccer match. Above: MK2 Lake & MK3 Marti-
nez Left: ET3 Williams Below: BMI Birt & FSI
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CGC MIDGETT continues to promote and fortify relation-

ships with partner nations during its current law enforcement
mission.

MIDGETT has conducted several military exercises with the
Colombian and Panamanian naval forces in the event of poten-
_ tial law enforcement.
| MIDGETT’s helicopter, CG
6513, practiced hoisting an
injured crewmember off the
Colombian patrol boat
MONZON, in a practice
medical exercise. Panama-
nian patrol forces later prac-
ticed. coming alongside
MIDGETT in a crewmember
exchange exercise. Before
beginning each exercise, the
Joint exercise chasing suspected vessel crewmembers from the foreign na-
concealing contraband in fuel drums.  tjons came aboard to review tactical
information.

MIDGETT has also participated in joint international missions
chasing suspected vessels carrying drugs and contraband.
MIDGETT and the Panamanian border patrol cooperated in
apprehending a go-fast with contraband hidden in fuel drums.

L
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ENS Subramanian, Panamanian Naval Officer Manuel Quiros & ENS Jimmy Carter

CAPT Meese, SubTTE Marco Samudio, & ENS Subramanian in front
of the Bridge of the Americas

MIDGETT stopped the vessel, and
the Panamanians later took custody
of the vessel and the contraband.

In order to enter the territorial seas of | =
Panama, MIDGETT has hosted two
Panamanian “shipriders”, Manuel
Quiros and Marco Samudio, who are
able to grant permission to enter.
Shipriders are members of a foreign
military who travel with the U.S.
Coast Guard as a liaison for the
partner nations.

Panamanian Patrol Forces practice

i I ide CGC MIDGETT.
MIDGETT has visited Golfito, & o e ¢

Costa Rica, and Balboa, Panama, since its last port call in Puerto
Chiapas. In Golfito, MIDGETT crew played in a soccetr match
against the Costa Rican Coast Guard and then the Costa Rican
police. In both ports, MIDGETT crew enjoyed interacting with
the civilians through various tours and activities.

The importance of the relationships with the partner nations has
become very appatent during this patrol, and MIDGETT will

continue to make them stronger.

Article written by: ENS Larny SUbramanian




During a brief stop in Panama for
repairs and R&R, the crew took
full advantage of the culture and
excursions offered.

Many MIDGETT shipmates visited
the Panama Canal, while others

toured the city by bus, shopped at
the large malls, went horseback
riding, or snorkeled and surfed on
the Caribbean side of Panama.

This port call was a welcomed
distraction from the

E1% Wonder tours the city

MK2 Rusty Bounds dives in!

long hours spent in the game as
MIDGETT continues her mission.
Whether at a spa, in a casino, or
enjoying a diverse variety of deli-
cious food— most everybody
found a way to indulge in a break
from the high operations tempo.

FN Tommy Buono and MK3
Hugo Martinez-Espino are
ready for some snorkeling on
the Caribbean side of Panama




MIDGETT crew and family members,

Greetings from Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squad-
ron (HITRON) aviation detachment 12-11, assigned to
MIDGETT for this south patrol. For those that may not
know, HITRON is a specialized aviation unit of the Coast
Guard responsible for conducting Airborne Use of Force in
support of America's war on drugs.

Our tactics allow us to safely stop fleeing drug laden ves-
sels using precision fire weapons against their means of
propulsion. The tactics used by our crew, combined with
the ship's boarding team/law enforcement members, make
MIDGETT an

flight. We thank everyone on
board for their hard work, for
the great hospitality shown to
us during our short stay on
board, and for the prayers
you have said in light of the
recent deaths of the crew of
helo 6535.

"Force From Above"

excellent platform
for interdicting
narco-terrorists.

Every AVDET
member realizes

Article written by:
LCOR Robert, Workman

Photos by: F5I VanKampen
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To: BMC Morseburg
I'miss you and love you! Come home for my birthday-
we can get a new puppy!

Love, XOXO Madison and Mommy

To: 0S3 Taylor

Hello, Michael the doggies and | miss you very much.
| can't wait until you are home so we can celebrate
our anniversary.

From: Deirdre Taylor

TO: Sarah Bernier

Sarah, Don't forget to take your vitamins. | knew
you would get a kick out of that statement. | pray
for you every day, love and miss you. Love, Mom
(Ginger Bernier)

TO: SK3 Charles Gallant
FROM: Justine Hill

We miss you so very much and

rs from llome

excited to show you everything | learned and

send you lots of love and ((((hugs))))!!

Dear Brian, We love you and miss you
more than you know and are so, so proud
of youl We're looking forward to spring
and seeing the Midgett "parked" at the

_~

]

to play with you! Love, Me & Maeve <3

To Sean Monaghan,
We miss you and love you. God bless you and
keep you safe. Love Gram and Pop M.

pier in Seattle :) Love, Regina, Adam,
Emily, and Lynsey

To: CWO2 Brummett, |love you and miss you Dad!
Come home soon! Love you, Sierra

To: CWO2 Brummett, Whenever | miss you | don't
have to go far... | just look inside my heart because
that's where ['ll find you! | miss you and love you even
more! Love you forever, Cyd

TO: MET Vitorino

Come home already so We can do Seattle

| am so very proud of you for all
you are doing. Alexis and | miss
you like crazy and can't wait for
you to be home. We love you so
much. See you soon!

To: Chad Ginter

all over again. Love and missing you very
much!
FROM: Bella and Momma

To My WONDERful Husband,
The monsters and | miss you so much and
we can't wait for you to come home! Thank

Hey my love, hope you know you

are in every thought | have. When you get back, |
can't wait to get started with our forever. -Tricia

Love your adventure, because | love the stories.
Missing you terribly, your wifey, Carla.

TO: Jeffrey Eckart

We are all very proud of you and miss you.
FROM: dad Mike, mom Mary, sister Casey and
nieces Sadie & Aubrey

To: Brook

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine. You make
me happy when skies are gray. You'll never know,
dear, how much | love you. Please don't take my
sunshine away. We are all very proud of you and
miss you. - Stephanie, Addy, & Cade

To Sean Monaghan,
Fair Winds and Following Seas. Love, Dad, Tina,
Ryan, Kyle, Gina and Brianna

B,

Boy | hear you in my dreams, | feel your whisper
across the sea, I'll keep you with me in my heart, you
make it easier when life gets hard. Can't wait to see
your face.

-K

Adam,

We love and miss you so much! Happy birthday from
all of us!

Love, Alisa, Christopher, Andrew, Philip, Joshua and
Kayla

To: CPO Frank Buono
From: Alecia, Gabrielle, Kyle & Jaden

you for everything you do.
Love, Kaylee & the Monsters.

Rob,

We love you and miss you Honey babe. Take care of
yourself out there and we will see you soon.

Love, Megan, Rennan and Loki XOXOXOXO

To: Hugo Martinez Espino
From: William, Avari, and Lisa
Stay safe and come home soon. We love youl

TO: GM3 Darrell Ryan Melara

FROM: Your Family in VA..

Hello Bear.. we wanted to make sure you were in-
cluded in this special hello from home. Hope all is
well with you and that you are able to come home to
visit soon and teach me how to shoot.

Mom, Dad, Grandpa, Tania, Lily ,Anthony, April, Lee
& Rufus.

My brave daughter ,0S2 Kori Pelham, know that |
am with you where ever you go | am so proud of you.
ALWAYS — MOMMA

Hey Chad, We hope you are doing well. Congrats on
getting your orders. We miss youl Everyone asks
about you, even Sam...LOL Were all very proud of
you and know that you will do well with your new
assignment. | hope it is something you can really
get into and enjoy as well. Take care, We all love you!
From: Dad and Family

To Sean Monaghan,

| just want you to know that we love you so much &
are very proud of you. We can't wait until you're
home! | can't wait for you to come home Daddy! I'm

To: Doug
Although we may be separated by oceans and conti-
nents, | am always in your heart and you are forever
in mine--so we are never really apart. Thank you for
your love, patience, courage, strength, gentleness,
and most of all, for being my safe place.
Love you, Corrieanne

Nell,

Your heart will always be the place | call home; it's
where | belong.

| love you,

Jaime

Chris,

You're the best husband a girl could ask for. | miss
you tons.

| love you,

Stephanie

To: Chief Michael

Its been 21 years of ups and downs. But you have
always been the man in my heart. You make me
proud everyday that | am your wife!! Alimost done
and then your all minel!!

Still loving you - Cindy

To: Manuel De La Rosa

Sending hugs from everyone at home. Miss you lots
and think of you every day; keep up the great work!
From: Leslie

To: LTJG Rebecca Gentile

A shout out from Orlando to you out there in the
Pacificl Lots of love from the whole crowd: both
Grandmothers, and both your brothers who happen
to be here at the moment. Well actually they're
fishing, but Shadow would love to give you a lick! —
love, Mom and Dad

"Hey Claire Fraser you bring joy to my life, by simply
being my wife. | miss you. | love you. | can't wait to be
with you. Cheers to one more month of this tour. :D
We will get through anything, whatever it takes.

Love you, Your husband.

Javier Garza."

Home is wherever I'm with you. You're my favorite
and | can't wait to seeyou again soon!
| love you always, Tamar

0SC Simmons

We are very proud of you. You are doing such a
great job.

We love you bunches.

From Jenn, Dylan, and Ryan
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Photo by: F2l VarKampen
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